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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2009 MGS Officers 
President:                             Randi Marcos 
Program Chair:                      Joann Evans 
Treasurer:                          Marjorie Clinton 
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

Scheduled Speakers 
September 10, 2009: 
Larry Dodge: – “Documentation: why it is so 
important and how to accomplish it”. 
 
October 8, 2009:  
John Mears:  “Emigration from Northern 
European Ports”, ports of northern Europe, 
Hamburg Passenger lists, and port cities 
 
November 12, 2009:   
CariTaplin:  “An obituary obsession or The 
Power of Family Legends.  How I am related 
to Roy Rogers” 

              
D                   December 20, 2009:   MGS Christmas party 

at Dale Devine’s home. 
 
 

Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 
September 10   Jean Lambert & Amy Norton 
October 8    Wanda Schneider 
 
 

 
 
              Notes from the editor 
 
The Stephen H. Hart Library of the Colorado 
Historical Society has announced plans for a 
new building with groundbreaking scheduled 
for late this summer.  The new building will 
be designed with many updated features to 
better serve patrons.  Unfortunately, the 
library at its current location will close on 
October 31, 2009.  However, some essential 
services will still be available at other 
locations.  For instance, the collection of 
Colorado newspapers on microfilm will be 
available at the Denver Public Library and 
online at 
http://coloradohistoricanewspapers.org. and 
duplication services will be unaffected.  
Research services will continue to be 
available at research@chs.state.co.us and  
photo matters will be available at 
photos@chs.state.co.us. 
 
 
President’s Corner September 2009 
        Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 
 
Summer is almost over and I hope all of you 
have had a great time finding relatives, 
attending family reunions and other fun 
family history adventures.  I have to share a 
few adventures I had this summer.   
 
At our Wilmarth family reunion I gave my 
very first Family History talk.  We were 
supposed to start at a cemetery but it was 
pouring rain so we held it in the garage of a 
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family home that has been in the family 
since 1855.  The invitation went out to about 
100 people but I wasn’t sure if 5 would show 
up.  There were between 40 and 50 relatives 
ranging in age from 4 – 80.  For two hours 
we talked about the Wilmarth family and got 
a tour of the family homestead.  From my 
Family Tree Maker software, I had a family 
tree starting in 1620 that ended up being 14 
feet long.  I did have it laminated so it would 
not tear.  Then I had a magic marker 
available for people to make corrections, 
and additions. This generated a lot of 
interest and I have been asked to talk about 
a different branch of the family for next 
year’s reunion.  This family reunion has 
been going on since 1921.   
 
While I was home for that reunion I planned 
on searching death certificates at the Ogle 
County Courthouse, in Oregon, Illinois.  This 
is the county where I started my research 
about 10 years ago.  I know it like the back 
of my hand.  I left that morning from my 
mother’s home with about an hour to do 
research.  Pulling into the parking lot, I 
thought this is my lucky day,  I got a spot in 
the front row.  Walked up to the door and 
they were chained shut.  I went back to my 
mother’s house and told her the courthouse 
was being remodeled and she said, “Oh I 
forget to tell you that”.  So even though you 
may have been to a location many times it is 
always good to call ahead and make sure 
they are going to be open.   
 
Right down the street from the Ogle County 
Courthouse is a museum run by the Ogle 
County Historical Society.  When I first got 
into genealogy, I joined their society but 
dropped out several years ago.  Since I had 
time, I went to see what records they had 
and picked up one of their recent 
newsletters.  They were offering to do a land 
research of properties in the county for a 
nominal donation to the society.    Since this 
is one of the areas of research I know little 
about I took them up on their offer.  Still 
waiting for the results, I will let you know in 
my next column.   

How many of you get Dick Eastman’s Online 
Genealogy Newsletter?  If you don’t – you 
need to sign up today.  It is free (can’t say 
that about many things) and comes via 
email almost every day.  It has amazing 
stories on new sites, new records that have 
been put on line and just good information.  
In the past month he has written about 
Michigan Death Records from 1897 to 1920 
that are now on line.   
 
He also told about free antivirus software.  
Another interesting article was about the 
Wisconsin Vital Records office closing one 
Friday a month thru the end of the year, due 
to state budget shortfalls.  This could be 
affecting many city and county offices – call 
ahead. 
  
This is a great story from my UPS delivery 
guy.  He was telling me that he had to go 
clean out his father’s home (he died 5 years 
ago) so he and his sister could put the 
house on the market.  His father had always 
made mention of having a lot of money in 
the house.  So when he started cleaning out 
the house, the first place they looked was a 
locked box that had important papers.  
There he found almost $10,000.  During 
subsequent trips to clean out the house, he 
and his sister have found over $50,000 
cash.  Needless to say they are very 
carefully going thru every box, book, nook 
and cranny before putting it on the market. 
 
Look forward to seeing you all this fall and 
hearing about your summer adventures. 
 

Harry Edsel Smith of  Albany, New York  : 
Born 1903--Died 1942.  Looked up the elevator shaft to 

see if the car was on the way down. It was. 

  
         Featured Member 

                 Dale Sibley Devine 
 
     (A great uncle, the family historian, 

suggested the name Dale.  It was a 
surname in the family many generations 
back.) 
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I was an urban child until age 14, living on 
Chicago’s South Side near Lake Michigan 
and attending a small, private girls’ school.  
When we moved to suburban Hinsdale, the 
first day of school, I met Kathy Smith Krieger 
(we were assigned to share a locker.)  After 
graduating as an English major from 
Carleton College in MN, I earned by M.Ed. 
from Cornell University, funded by a Ford 
Foundation Fellowship.  The program 
(innovative at the time) sought to prove 
liberal arts majors could be turned into 
elementary teachers during one year of 
graduate work.  It was exciting to be on the 
Ithaca Campus as both my grandfather and 
Great-grandfather had graduated from 
Cornell.        
 
After teaching two years in suburban 
Rochester, NY, I headed to Kaiserslautern, 
Germany to teach in the Dept. of the Army 
Schools.  It was a magical time: skiing in the 
Alps, museums in Paris, theaters in London, 
vacationing throughout Europe.  I returned 
after 4 years with an added bonus: husband 
Rick and baby Molly. 

    
   Rick’s next Army assignment took us to 

Tidewater, VA which was almost as exciting 
an area to explore as Germany.  Our 
daughter Kate was born there… 

 
  We moved “temporarily” back to Hinsdale 

while Rick did graduate work at the 
University of Chicago. I signed a one year 
contract to teach at Hinsdale Elementary 
School and stayed for 28 years, the later 
years as principal. 

 
   When we retired, we moved to Evergreen to 

be near Molly and Tom’s family (2 girls and 
2 boys now aged 13 to 20.)  Our daughter 
Kate was living in Nepal at the time, so the 
choice of which daughter to follow was 
easy!  The decision might be more difficult 
now that Kate and her husband John have 
settled in a beautiful part of Vermont where 
Kate practices internal medicine. 
 

During the 34 years I was a full time 
educator, I gave little thought to tracing my 
family roots.  But when we moved to 
Evergreen, and joined MGS, I discovered 
what fun, and how addictive, this could be. 
 
Ironically, once I had the time and interest to 
pursue genealogy, my vision failed.  
Fortunately, I discovered I already had in my 
possession (unread) a wealth of information 
on the Sibley and Cooke lines.  And, with 
leads from MGS members and speakers, I 
have had much success tracing the other 
lines by corresponding with libraries, 
historical societies and using computer data 
bases. 
 

Thank You MGS 
 

       Obituary Project Update 
We are making great progress with the 
project.  We are finished with the Canyon 
Courier through 2006.  A total of 1184 
obituaries have been extracted, input and 
photographed.   The final combined pages 
have been assembled into 3 ring binders 
and have been placed in the Evergreen 
Public Library.    Many thanks to the 
Hardman’s as they have had many extra 
hours developing the forms, and tweaking 
the system.  Many thanks to all the 
members that have helped with this project 
– it is much bigger than I had anticipated. 
 
We will start up again with a work day on 
September 25, Friday at the Evergreen 
Public Library.  10:15 am – 2:00 pm.  We will 
begin by finishing the Canyon Courier 2007 
and 2008.  Then move right into the High 
Timber Times.  We are developing a system 
so we don’t duplicate HTT obits that we 
have already taken from the CC.   
 
One new “rule” we are going to have is that 
one person start and finish a book, whether 
it is extracting, inputting or photographing.  
We hope it will keep us from duplicating 
work.     
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Friday Family Finders Fall 2009 
 

Friday, September 25, 2009    Evergreen 
Public Library – We will begin again on our 
obituary project at 10:15 am and finish 
around  2:00 pm.  Come for all or part of this 
work day.  If you haven’t joined us yet, all it 
takes is reading and writing skills or bring 
your lap top and enter data.  Instruction in 
both will be included at no extra charge!! 
 
We are finished thru 2006 and will begin 
with January 2007 in the Canyon Courier 
and will then move on to the High Timber 
Times.   
 
October 30 is the next date for FFF and we 
will most likely work on the Obituary Project 
on that day also.  Watch your email the last 
week of the month for location and times. 
 
No meetings in November or December – 
due to busy holiday schedules. 
Call Randi if you have any questions at  
303-679-6797 

 
              Jewish Genealogy Club 
You are invited to attend two free events led 
by Jewish genealogy pioneer Arthur 
Kurzweil <www.arthurkurzweil.com/> and a 
dessert reception for the opening of the 
Blazing the Trail: 150 Years of Jewish 
Colorado exhibit on Sunday, September 13, 
2009 at the Denver JCC.  

Often described as America's foremost 
Jewish genealogist, Arthur Kurzweil's name 
has become synonymous with Jewish 
genealogical research. His highly praised 
book, From Generation to Generation: How 
to Trace Your Jewish Genealogy and Family 
History, has become known as the definitive 
guidebook to the field. Arthur Kurzweil has 
spoken before hundreds of Jewish groups 
on a variety of topics related to Jewish 
genealogy. A co-founder of the very first 
Jewish Genealogical Society in the 1970's, 
today there are 70 Jewish Genealogical 
Societies throughout the world, including the 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Colorado 
<www.jewishgen.org/jgs-colorado/>.

Workshop: 2:30-4:30 PM

Kosher Dessert Reception and EXHIBIT: 
5:30-7:30 PM 
 
Lecture: 7:30-9:30 PM 
RSVP for one, two or all three events to 
Jeanne Abrams at (303) 871-3016 or 
jabrams@du.edu. Hurry, space is filling. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Ellen Shindelman Kowitt 
President, Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Colorado 
grapevynwest@comcast.net 

 
 
 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS 
AT REGIONAL ARCHIVES 

 
The National Archives and Records 
Administration-Rocky Mountain Region is 
again offering workshops for genealogists.  
The workshops will be held in the training 
room of our facility, located in Building 48 of 
the Denver Federal Center, 6th Ave and 
Kipling Streets in Lakewood.  Please note 
that this is our main building, not at our 
second location. Where microfilm research 
is done.  Fees are $10.00 per class.  Prior 
registration is necessary for all classes and 
must include payment of fees.  Check. Made 
payable to the National Archives Trust Fund, 
should be sent to the National Archives and 
Records Administration-Rocky Mountain 
Region, P.O. Box 25307, Denver CO 80225.  
Please include your address and phone 
number and indicate the sessions desired.  
Fees will not be refunded unless a 
scheduled class is full or canceled.  
Workshops are limited to the first 25 
registrants.  Questions regarding the 
workshops can be directed to the regional 
archives staff, (303) 407-5740, Monday-
Friday, 7:30am-4:00pm, or please e-mail 
Denver.archives@nara.gov.  
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The workshop schedule is listed below: 
 
Monday September 21st 
9:00 am-12:00pm “Genealogical Research 
Using Census Records.”  Presented by 
Kathy Anderson, Archives Technician 
 
1:00pm-3:30pm “Non-Census Research at 
the National Archives at Denver.” Presented 
by Rick Martinez, Archives Specialist 
 
Tuesday September 22nd 
9:00am-12:00pm “Accessing Military 
Records, An Introduction to Locating and 
Requesting Copies of Military Records 
through the National Archives.”  Presented 
by David Miller, Archivist 
 
Wednesday September 23rd 
9:00am-12:00pm “Foreswearing All Other 
Allegiances: Naturalization in the United 
States from 1790-Present.”  Presented by 
Marene Baker, Archivist 
 
1:00-3:30 pm “Using Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Records to trace Your Native American 
Ancestry.”  Presented by Andrew Senti, 
Bureau of Land Management 
 

 
Other upcoming workshops/meetings 
that may be of interest include: 
 
Feb 10 WISE is sponsoring a conference on 
British Isle Research with speaker Paul 
Milner. 
 
Castle Rock Genealogy Society will be 
offering on software “Master Genealogist”. 
 
Pikes Peak Genealogy Society will sponsor 
an all day conference on September 12, 
2009. 
 
Highlands Ranch is starting a “Partners in 
Genealogy” designed to help members with 
their research.   
 
 

 Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies 
is  planning a one day conference in  
2010 with a nationally recognized speaker.  
More information to follow. 

 
   
 
 

From a cemetery in  England : 
 

Remember man, as you walk by, 
As you are now, so once was I. 
As I am now, so shall you be. 
Remember this and follow me. 

 
To which someone replied by writing 

on the tombstone: 
To follow you I'll not consent . 

Until I know which way you went. 
 

             
 
               A Huge Thanks to 
           Nanci & Dennis Markusson 
 
The Mountain Genealogical Society Says:  
    

“THANK YOU, THANK YOU” 
 
To Nanci & Dennis for hosting our annual 
picnic at their home.  What a great 
opportunity for the member’s of the club, to 
come together and enjoy friendships and 
associations and also to meet our new 
members.  Thank you for your time, your  
efforts and preparation on our behalf. Thank 
you for your kindness and love, as we 
enjoyed the day. The food, the surroundings 
and to be with friends was a perfect day!! 
Isn’t it wonderful to take the time from our 
busy schedules to CHAT & CHEW. 
We will look forward to next Augusts Annual 
Picnic. 
 
THANKS AGAIN NANCI & DENNIS !!!!!!! 
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Mountain Genealogy Society 
Minutes for May 14, 2009 

 
Marjorie Clinton, standing in for President 
Randi Marcos, called the meeting to order at 
7 p.m. 
 
Marjorie reminded the members to check 
the membership list on the front desk and 
correct or make any necessary changes. 
 
Nanci Markusson passed a list among the 
members and asked them to cite what areas 
each was working on in their family history, 
where they need help, or could give help to 
others working in the same state or country. 
 
Ice Breaker: Members talked about an 
interesting house in their family research 
giving a brief personal history and showed 
photographs of the houses for others to 
study at the break. 
 
Secretary Bob Jennings read the minutes of 
the April 9, 2009 meeting. 
 
Margorie read the treasurer’s report citing 
the balance as $998.02 after paying for 
guest speakers.  Of that figure $841.02 was 
the MGS balance and the remainder the 
balance of FFF. 
 
Joanne Evans discussed the upcoming field 
trip to the Denver Public Library including 
transportation issues as well as places to go 
for lunch near the library. 
Joann has scheduled John Mears to talk 
about the Northern European Ports at the 
October 8th meeting. 
 
Woody asked the members to let him know 
if they did not receive the last newsletter.  
He had a few hard copies with him. 
 
Marjorie thanked Pat Bishop and Ruth 
Hardman for the evenings treats. 
 
Amy Norton filled us in on the now 
completed MGS display at the public library.  
Marjorie thanked Amy and Dale Devine, 

along with all members who donated articles 
to the display.  The library has noted a 
strong interest among library patrons as well 
as their interest in MGS. 
 
Woody gave us an update on the obituary 
project.  The next work day will be on 
September 25th after summer vacation. 
 
We will meet on May 29th from 9:30 until 12 
Noon.  Marjorie asked those who are 
interested in attending to bring your 
questions.  It will be a general interest 
session. 
 
There will be no meetings in July and 
August.  The MSG picnic will be in August.  
No date has been set as yet. 

 
 

Minutes for June 11, 2009 
 

President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Randi introduced guest Liz Jones and 
welcomed new members Chuck Olson and 
Michael Still. 
 
Secretary Bob Jennings read the minutes for 
the May 14, 2009 meeting. 
 
Marjorie Clinton read the treasurer’s report 
showing a balance of $1032.02 which 
included the balance of 998.02 and the 
addition new membership fees and $9.00 
from Family Finders. 
 
Joann reported that the DPL tour has been 
postponed because of a scheduling conflict 
with James Jeffries who must attend the 
Loveland, CO Family History Exposition.  A 
new date will be announced in the near 
future. 
 
Joann also announced the upcoming 
speakers: 
September 10: Larry Dodge who will discuss 
the importance of documentation and how to 
accomplish it. 
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October 8: John Mears will speak on 
Northern European Ports. 
 
Woody will take news items for the next 
newsletter up until the last week in August, 
but would appreciate them as soon as 
possible. 
 
Randi thanked Mary Dickhoff and Mary 
Miller for tonights “ice cream social treat.”  
Randi also contributed treats this evening. 
 
Randi stated that the Nominating Committee 
for the positions of Treasurer and Program 
Chair would be Harriet Sear and Nanci 
Markusson. 
 
Randi and the membership congratulated 
Amy Norton, Dale Devine and Garth 
Coombs for the success of the MGS library 
display. 
 
Classes or Seminar information for the 
Loveland, CO Exposition (June 12 and 13, 
2009) and the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies in Little Rock, AR on Sept. 2-5, 
2009 are on the table in back by the Genie 
Gems table. 
 
Woody updated the membership on the 
Obituary Project.  The club will finish the 
Canyon Courier obituaries starting on 
September 25th.  We will begin recording the 
High Timber Times soon after.    Bob and 
Sheryl Kurtz, Amy, Jane and the Hardman’s 
have continued much to wrap up a few loose 
obits. 
 
FFF will meet June 26th from 9:30 until noon. 
Bring your questions.  There will be a 
possible continuation of our meeting tonight 
with Pat Roberts on organization. 
 
No meetings in July or August; however, the 
club picnic will be held on August 16th at 
4:30 p.m.  Nanci and Dennis Markusson will 
host the picnic. 
 

The meeting adjourned for the ice cream 
social followed by Pat Roberts’ talk on 
organization. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Bob Jennings, Secretary 

 
 
 
 

 


