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Upcoming Speakers 

May 8, 2008 – Garth Coombs             
Grave Stone Hunting - Why is it fun to do, 
who to look for and how to find them, 
where to go, and what to take. Also, how to 
search for cemetery locations, plan your 
route and actually find the stones. Copying 
and photographing everything on the 
stones and how to outfit your cemetery 
kit. When you get home you will have more 
questions then answers. 

June 12, 2008 – Lou-Jean Holland Rehn 
Some Travel’n Music Please: On the Road 
for Family History. Where do you want to 
go? What do you want to do? Visit a 
courthouse, library or cemetery. Meet a 
distant cousin, attend a family reunion, or 
stand on the old family farm. A road trip for 
family history can be productive and fun or 
a disaster. Learn some tips, tricks and 
stories that will help make your trip a 
success. 

September 11, 2008 - James Walsh     
"The Colorado Irish:  Life, Labor, and Loss 
in 19th Century Rocky Mountain Mining 
Camps" – Leadville 1876 -1896 

October 9, 2008 - Colleen Joyce          
“Today’s DAR” 

November 13, 2008 - John Steinley   
Hiwan Homestead Museum  

                 
   Featured Member 

Jean Lambert 
 

Two hundred and twenty eight years ago 
this last March, my great, great, great 
grandfather, Robert Hardin, was kidnapped, 
along with his mother, Mary Molly Hardin, 
by 3 bands of Indians, the Sandusky, 
Chillicothe and Scioto.  This event took 
place near the mouth of the Limestone 
River in Ohio. There were fifteen families, 
all related, traveling on two large flat boats 
headed for what is today, Louisville, 
Kentucky. Most of the men were traveling 
on the larger raft which carried all the 
animals and heavy, moveable property. The 
smaller raft carried all the women and 
children with only a few men on it to guide 
the boat.   
        With a sudden and vicious attack on 
both rafts, many men were killed at first 
volley. The family raft floated aimlessly until 
it was on the opposite side of the river.  
Little Robert was just five years old and 
held tight to his mother’s skirts as he saw 
his older brother, age 7, killed and 
scalped. Many men died or were seriously 
injured and several of the women were 
killed as were most babies. Robert and his 
mother were taken captive and within a 
short time, after the Indians finished looting 
everything, they were marched for miles 
and miles, eventually ending up in Canada. 
I think of the difficulty Robert’s mother 
encountered as having to be a slave to the 
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captors and most likely having to help little 
Robert along the way. She was in her early 
pregnancy with a little girl. Had it not been 
for her brave and strong will, most likely 
little Robert would not have lived through 
this horrendous ordeal. Because they both 
lived, and were eventually traded back into 
the states, they were able to be reunited 
with their families. And because they were, 
I’m here. My name is Jean and my mother’s 
father, James H. Frans, was a great 
grandson of Robert Hardin. 
        My parents met when my father was a 
young barber and my mother was a young 
school teacher. They both lived and worked 
in a small, western Nebraska town called 
Brule. They both were born in Nebraska but 
in the eastern and central parts of the state. 
Brule is located about 17 miles east of the 
Colorado border on Interstate 76.   
        One fine day, my mother was pulling 
her young nephew in a little red wagon and 
as she passed the barber shop, my father 
told his customer, “That’s the girl I’m going 
to marry”!  I am not certain that they had 
even been introduced then but it’s the story 
I heard and they eventually did marry in the 
spring of 1935 in a double wedding 
ceremony in Colorado and settled down in 
Brule. I was born in the fall of 1936 in 
Julesburg, Colorado. I lived in Brule, 
attending church and school until I was 
10, when my family moved to Yakima, 
Washington.  My father went there to help 
his brother build houses. After two years 
there we moved back to Brule where my 
father built our new home and continued his 
barbering.  By that time I had two brothers, 
Jim and John. 
        I graduated from high school in 1954 
in a class of 13. I worked a year at the 
county superintendent’s office as a clerk 
and saved $1,000 which put me through a 
year at the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney. My next summer job paid for most 
of the second year when I completed the 
requirements to teach elementary 
grades. By then I had met a special young 
man also attending there. I taught first 

grade in Cozad, Nebraska and loved it! Bill 
was persistent about giving me a ring and 
on Homecoming in 1957 I accepted it. We 
were married the following August. 
        I taught in Kearney while Bill finished 
schooling and when he accepted a job in 
Brady, Nebraska, I was offered a first grade 
position too. We were so excited!  We 
found a lovely home to rent for $85.00 a 
month. It was much fun to teach in the 
same school. He taught Shop and coached 
all sports. I sponsored the pep club so 
attended most of the games. 
        Our first baby came along in 
November of 1960. We named him Alan 
Mason. I resigned from teaching to be a full 
time mother. We moved to a duplex to save 
money and paid $65 per month. In 1962 
Bill accepted a position in Jefferson County, 
Colorado, as a teacher and a coach. We 
drove to Conifer to see the school and to 
find a place to live. The nice cabin we 
rented was perfect for us! Two bedrooms 
and it was located where the Conifer Dental 
Office is now. So, when we have our teeth 
cleaned it’s either in our old kitchen or 
bedroom! What fun! 
        Our second son Jonathan Wayne was 
born in 1964 and in February of 1966 we 
moved into our new home which I 
designed.  We were excited to have a place 
of our own!  Our daughter Jennifer Sue was 
born in March of 1967. Our family was 
complete. When all the children were in 
school I began working as an aide in the 
elementary school, so I had the same 
schedule as the kids. When the last one 
went to Jr. High, I took a position there as a 
computer aide and ran the lab and 
configured all the hard drives. Bill and I 
retired in the spring of 1992. 
        I have many interests including 
genealogy, painting, sewing, quilting, 
cooking, writing poetry, house plants and 
wood working. My favorite times are when 
I’m with my family and friends. Bill and I had 
a wood working business for 20 years 
which was a summer activity. When we 
gave that up we hosted Holiday House for 
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10 years which included 19 crafters 
displaying items in our home. It was much 
fun and very successful. Our children 
became involved with it as well and carried 
that on into their adult lives. Now it is our 
pleasure to host an Easter Egg hunt in our 
yard for our granddaughters and their 
friends and our neighbors as well. This year 
we had 660 eggs filled with either candy or 
coins. It is always a very special day for us. 
        Our children are grown and busy with 
their own lives. Alan is a professional wood 
turner owning his own business. He and his 
wife own a small ranch on the outskirts of 
Rifle, Colorado. He is now mayor pro-tem of 
Rifle, and serves on the city council, and 
many other committees concerning the city 
including a liaison between the city and the 
oil companies. Jon has been with Safeway 
for 23 years. He is a bread baker at the new 
store in Conifer. He loves to fish and has 
landed several prize fish including a 235 
pound halibut in the waters of 
Alaska. Jennifer is married to the boy who 
grew up across the street from us. She 
teaches kindergarten at Columbine Hills 
and received her Master’s Degree in the 
spring of 2007. She and Mike have two 
girls, Grace 11 and Elizabeth 9. Being a 
grandmother is my very favorite activity! 
        My life has been a wonderful pathway 
but there have been some major bumps in 
the road which include breast cancer and 
Guillain Barre Syndrome from which I am 
still recovering. I am active with Mountain 
Genealogists Society of which I am a 
charter member, Conifer History Museum, 
Supporting the Yellow Barn, and the 
Salvation Army. I find my life filled with the 
greatest people - family and friends! I have 
been able to complete two books of family 
genealogy but have many other researches 
still on my plate! I’ve spent more time and 
have less information on my father’s family 
than any others. It is my greatest desire to 
be able to discover that information 
and hand it down to our granddaughters.   
        My philosophy is, “Every day is a good 
day.  Some days are even better!” 

        President’s Corner 
   Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 
 
You have heard the phrase it takes a 
village to raise a child. In the past few 
months I have come to realize that it takes 
a great group of people to run our Society.  
These are some of the many people who 
have gone the extra mile since I became a 
member. 
 
I’d like to start with Kay Berzsenyi who 
has been on the MGS Board for many 
years and continues to help me sort out 
issues whenever I go to her for help. For a 
long time Kay was the only one with a lap 
top computer and graciously let us use it 
for meetings at the library. She’s also taken 
over for me when I have been out of town. 
 
Marge Clinton took over as Treasurer 
after only being a member a short time.    
She took over for Garth Coombs who 
stepped up when our last treasurer moved 
out of town.  
  
Dale Devine, Kathy Krieger, Garth 
Coombs, Pat Bishop and Jean Lambert 
have coordinated or helped with the library 
displays. Special thanks to Dale for hosting 
the Christmas Party for many years. Jean 
is a founding member of the society and 
has held many board positions. Ed and 
Mary Dickhoff have been our electronics 
guru’s and I don’t know where we would be 
without their expertise. 
  
 It takes a lot of time and effort to find good 
speakers for our monthly meetings and 
coordinate all the details prior to the 
meeting.  We have Mike Krieger, Ruth 
and Woody Hardman and Joann Evans 
to thank for their efforts as Program Chair. 
 
 When it comes time for the Christmas 
Party and Summer Picnic Faye Hess has 
made all the phone calls following up on 
those RSVP late callers.  
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 Bob Kurtz gets special acclaim for putting 
together an informative and interesting 
newsletter. And thanks to all the people 
that have submitted articles for the 
newsletter. Bob and Sheryl also have 
been responsible for helping organize the 
Christmas party and summer picnic.   
  
Greeters Dan and Rachel Norton have 
made old and new members feel welcome.  
Mary Miller had served as secretary for 
several years when I first joined MGS. My 
first official job with the society was serving 
on the nominating committee with Bob 
Robertson. I didn’t know anyone and Bob 
took the time to help me learn many of the 
members and then gave me credit for 
getting a slate of officers. 
 
And thanks to Grant Merrill who has 
offered us his knowledge on Minnesota 
research, obituary websites and helping  
Wanda find live high school classmates. 
    
For many years now we have Nanci 
Markusson to thank for hosting and 
feeding us at the summer picnic. If you 
haven’t attended a picnic it’s a fun time to 
catch up with friends. Nanci is a long time 
member and has held numerous board 
positions. And she is going to teach the 
upcoming census class!   
   
Kathy Krieger had been in charge of the 
MGS library and Genie Gems. Many 
thanks Kathy.  
  
Wanda Schneider was the one that 
started me thinking about this column. She 
has so many ways that she contributes to 
the group from being the first person that 
one meets when you walk in the door at a 
Thursday night meeting, and also the 
keeper of the name tags, and the all 
important cookie list. She is a wealth of 
information about the club and is always 
there to help with anything that you ask of 
her.  
  

Thanks to all the people who bring snacks 
for the meetings. And to all the people that 
have come to FFF and offer their expertise 
to those that are looking for help finding 
those elusive relatives.  
  
To all the members many thanks for 
supporting MGS and making this the great 
organization I am so proud to be a part of. 
 
       Treat Schedule 
 
May 8- Amy Norton, Dale Devine 
June 12- Ice Cream Social 
      Mary & Ed Dickhoff,  
                Randi Marcos 
      (Bob Jennings) 
September 11- Joe & Amalia Szekerczes 
 

Friday Family Finders  
 
This month FFF will be hosting a class at 
the Evergreen Public Library. The following 
article will appear in local papers: 
 
Family History Class 
May 30, 2008           
Friday 10:30 am – 12:30 pm        
Evergreen Public Library 
 
Learn how to search for your ancestors, by 
using your Jefferson County Public Library 
card. The library website 
www.jefferson.lib.co.us has several 
subscription databases that are free to 
patrons. Heritage Quest, America’ 
Obituaries & Death Notices and several 
others will be reviewed and discussed.The 
program is free and open to the public. 
 
Sponsored by the Mountain Genealogists 
Society. For more information call Randi 
Marcos (303) 679-6797 
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Top of the World Wide Web 
 
These 101 roots resources represent the 
pinnacle of online genealogy—let them 
lead you to the peak of family tree success. 
Each category will open  another menu for 
detailed selection. 

• Mega Data Sites  
• International and Immigration 

Destinations  
• State and Regional Resources  
• Web Tools  
• History Havens  
• Geographical Aids  
• Specialized Research Resources  
• Blogs  

Federal Tax Records On-line  
by Diane Hadad 

On April 15, the subscription site 
Ancestry.com announced its new database 
of IRS tax assessment lists “for several 
U.S. states covering the years 1862-1918.” 
 
Two states have records as late as 1917 
and two have them from 1918, but none 
has uninterrupted coverage for the entire 
span. Ancestry.com does have most of the 
records available from the National 
Archives, but it’s a relatively skimpy list of 
years.  
 
You can get an idea of your ancestor’s 
financial position if he's in these lists of 
people and businesses who had to pay 
early federal taxes. (People who didn't 
have to pay aren't named.) 
 
Congress created the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue July 1, 1862, to “provide Internal 
Revenue to support the Government and 
to pay interest on the Public Debt”—which 
at the time primarily consisted of Civil War 
expenses. Most Confederate states 
weren’t taxed until after the war.  
 
A variety of laws over the years determined 

which goods and services were taxable. 
People and businesses submitted to their 
collection district a�form showing annual 
income, articles subject to taxes and the 
quantity of taxable goods made or sold. 
 
Each district assessor compiled lists of 
taxpayers living in his division and 
taxpayers living outside but owning 
property inside his division—these are the 
lists in Ancestry.com's collection (originals 
are on microfilm in record group 58 of the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration). They show taxpayers’ 
names, locations taxable articles and 
valuations. Then an assessor would take 
the list around to collect the cash. 

(These articles reprinted, in part, with 
permission from Family TreeMagazine 
Email Update, copyright 2008 
F+W Publications Inc.). 

John Hess Memorial 
Reception 

The following invitation has been included 
in this newsletter at the request of Faye 
and Susan Hess. 

Dear Family and Friends,  
 
Please join us for a memorial reception 
honoring the life of John Claude Hess:  
  
 Saturday June 28, 2008  
  
1:00 - 4:00 pm at “The Hess Cabin”  
  
4881 So. Forest Hill Road  
  
Evergreen, Colorado 80439  
  
Regrets Only to Faye and Susan  
303.674.3458  
faye.hess@mac.com  
  
We look forward to seeing you!  
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Upcoming NGS Conference 
  Kay Berzsenyi 
 
May 14-18, 2008:             
30th National Genealogical Society (NGS) 
Conference in the States and Family 
History Fair, Kansas City, MO.  “Show Me 
the Records” is the theme of this year’s 
conference. Local hosts include: 
 

Missouri State Genealogical Association 
Mid-Continent Public Library 

Northland Genealogical Society 
APG Heartland Chapter 

Johnson County, Kansas, Genealogical 
Society 

 
This conference will feature record types 
from across the country. Program topics 
include Adoption research, African 
American research, BCG skill building 
track, Computer topics, DNA lectures, 
Genealogical essentials, German research, 
Homesteading records, Land records, 
Midwest topics, Migration topics, National 
Archives records, Writing lectures, Native 
American lectures, Military records, 
Methodology, and a variety of workshops 
amongst many others. The full program will 
be available online shortly.  See the NGS 
website(http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/Ann
ualConference.cfm) for more details. 
 

Census Class To Be 
Scheduled 

 
In the past our society has held a Federal 
census class for members interested in 
learning how to use those records to find 
their relatives. Nanci Markusson has taught 
this class in the past and is willing to do it 
again. It will most likely be held on a 
Saturday. The date will be determined by 
the teacher and the students. It will last  
about 2 hours. 
 

Genealogy Questions         
and Answers Column 

Bob Kurtz 
 
This column will be where members can 
write in on their research dilemmas, and 
we can subsequently publish their 
questions or issues, and redirect to others 
within our society that can answer or help. 
These topics, issues, and questions would 
also be discussed at Friday Family Finder 
meetings, and responses published in 
subsequent issues of the newsletter. 
 
1- Question from member Jean Lambert- 
What are good and safe strategies for 
contacting complete strangers that maybe 
relatives? 
 
Answer -The consensus of the group was 
that if you responded through the message 
board it was “safe” to correspond with the 
person.  If you are reaching out to find 
someone that you think is a relative, be 
sure to document the information you are 
sharing.  And be sure to ask for 
documentation from the person you are 
getting information from. Try and give as 
much information without overwhelming 
the other person.   
  
I can be reached via e-mail at 
rwkurtz@q.com. My intent is to publish 
your research questions and/or concerns in 
subsequent issues of the newsletter, along 
with any available responses. 
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Mountain Genealogists Society 
March Meeting Minutes 
March 8, 2008 
 
President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. The ice-breaker for 
the evening asked members the name of 
their first childhood pet.  Everyone seemed 
to enjoy sharing the memory. Randi 
reported that we were meeting in the parlor 
due to a memorial service in the large 
meeting room we normally occupy. New 
members and guests were greeted and a 
guest gave a discussion of the 
Scandinavian Newsletter he brought and 
thought some others might enjoy. 
 
Marge Clinton gave her treasurers report: 
$694 in the treasury remained stable as 
the 3 memberships that came in ($75) 
covered the outgoing checks ($75).  
Tonight 2 more memberships were 
accepted. Marge passed around the latest 
membership list to have everyone check 
their data. 
 
Kay Berzsenyi read the minutes from the 
February meeting, which were taken and 
written by Mary Miller. Mary was thanked. 
 
JoAnn Evans reported on our upcoming 
programs, saying she’d forgotten her list at 
work: Rita Garren in April speaking on 
Photoshop, Garth Coombs in May on 
Cemetery Visits and Lujean Rehn in June. 
 
Bob Kurtz noted that the next newsletter 
will be the May-June issue; items to be 
included should be sent to Bob no later 
than the last week of April and he’d like to 
see some information on how people 
source their research finds. He was 
wondering about having all the correct 
email addresses for the membership. 
 
Randi reported that Faye Hess thanked 
everyone for the birthday card and phone 
calls. 

Treat providers Kay Berzsenyi and Mary 
Miller were thanked for the evening’s 
goodies. 
 
In order to ‘cull’ the Genie Gems, everyone 
was offered to take one at the break and to 
check after the meeting to take whatever 
was left. (As it turned out, many items were 
left and new member Amy Norton took all 
of them to be recycled). 
 
Kay Berzsenyi gave a brief announcement 
of the NGS conference coming up on May 
14-17 in Kansas City. She noted that 
attendance for the whole conference was 
only $210 until March 31, or $100 for 1 
day.Many nationally known speakers will 
be giving lectures. 
 
On a lighter note, Kay and George relayed 
greetings from Sherril and Bill Erfurth, 
whom they visited with in Jacksonville in 
February. 
 
Randi reminded everyone about the FFF 
meeting on March 28 and that the 
Evergreen Library will co-host a meeting 
about Heritage Quest with us on May 30th, 
to which the public will be invited. She has 
arranged to co-host 2 meetings per year 
with the library. On March 24, Randi and 
Amy Norton invite others to join them in a 
trip to the Federal Center for the afternoon, 
meeting at noon at the library. The new 
firehouse also has wireless internet access 
and a projector that we can use for free for 
an upcoming FFF meeting. 
   
Shirley mentioned that she is a member of 
the DAR and that those interested should 
see the DAR website: http://www.dar.org.  
She herself is still trying to find out what is 
there. 
   
The meeting adjourned about 8:40 p.m. 
Additions or corrections to the minutes 
should be given to Kay Berzsenyi.  
Respectfully submitted, Kay Berzsenyi, 
Secretary, MGS
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Mountain Genealogists Society 
March Meeting Minutes 
April 10, 2008 
 
The meeting of the Mountain Genealogists 
Society was called to order by President 
Randi Marcos at 7:06 PM on April 10, 
2008.  Randi introduced new members 
Peggy Durham and Harriet Sear.  Randi 
also introduced a guest of Jean Lambert, 
Mary O’Dell.The ice breaker question  was 
“What if the oldest picture you have?” 
 
         Old Business 

 
 

Randi thanked Dale Hoffman and Wanda 
Schneider for the refreshments. 
Treasurers Report: 
Marge Clinton announced we have a 
balance of $789.58 in the bank.  There is 
$73 in the Friday Family Finders account.  
We have 32 members. 
 Program Report: 
Joann Evans announced the speakers of 
the upcoming meetings. 
May 8 – Garth Combs will be our speaker.  
The title of his presentation is Cemetery 
Hunting. 
June 12 – Lou-Jean Holland Reyn will 
speak on trip research.  The title of her 
presentation will be “Traveling Music 
Please”. 
Joann also gave an update on the class at 
DPL. 
Newsletter Report: 
Randi announced that the deadline for the 
next newsletter in April 28.  Bob Kurtz tries  
to get the newsletter out a week before the 
meeting. 
 

New Business 
   
 
Randi thanked Wanda Schneider for all 
she does for our group.  She has been 
writing thank you notes and compiling 
member bio’s that have appeared in the 
newsletter. 
 Library Display 2009: 

Randi needs a chairman. Dale Devine will 
be a helper. The display will have a military 
theme. 
 FFF  
Family Finders will meet April 25 at the 
Bergen Park Fire House either 11 AM to 1 
PM or 1 PM to 3PM. There will be open 
discussions and web searches.  Randi has 
arranged with Evergreen Library to let us 
use the big meeting room with internet 
access for May 30th 10:30 am to noon. 
 Announcements: 
1. Classes at the archives are only held 
once a year in the Fall. 

2. The Colorado Genealogical Society 
seminar will be April 18-19 featuring Lloyd 
Bockstruck MA,MLS, FNGS. 

3. Ten people went to the Federal Center 
Archives March 24.  They all had fun and 
got information. 

4. The Federation of Genealogical 
Societies will have their meeting in 
Philadelphia September 3-6 with the theme 
of Foot Prints of Family History. 

Respectively submitted 
Nanci Markusson, acting secretary 
 
Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, CO 
 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2008 MGS Officers 
President, Randi Marcos 
Program Chair, Joann Evans 
Treasurer, Marjorie Clinton 
Newsletter Editor, Bob Kurtz 
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