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Scheduled Speakers 
 
May 14, 2009: Thursday 7:00 PM Church of the Hills 
The “Genealogy of a House”:  The subject of the research and talk will be the house 
that was in Dan Parker’s family for 155 years, near Plymouth, MA.  He will also talk of 
other homes in the same area and their connections to each other. 
 
June 11, 2009 meeting: (Thursday) 
Pat Roberts (Former CCGS President) - “Organization”   
 
JUNE 13 FIELD TRIP: (Saturday)   James Jeffrey: Denver Public Library: A behind the 
scenes tour of  the Western History Genealogy room 
 
September 10 meeting: 
Larry Dodge “Documentation – Documentation why it is so important and how to 
accomplish it”. 
 
 
 
 
                               Featured Member(s) 
                                            Robert and Ann Gerteis 
 

   
      Bob was the first child born to Florence and 

Jerry Gerteis in 1936 in San Diego, California.  
Ann was the first child born to Belva and Forest 
Montgomery in 1939 in Springfield, Illinois. 
 
   In 1942 Bob’s parents moved back to their 
hometown, Wichita, Kansas where he attended 
public schools. He graduated from East High 
School and Wichita State University. Ann’s 
parents moved to LaGrange, Illinois in 1945.            
 
 

After attending public schools in LaGrange, 
she graduated from Lyons Township High 
School. 

 
   Their lives connected at the University of 

Illinois in Champaign/Urbana where a mutual 
friend arranged a blind date.  On the first date 
they realized that they had a lot in common.  
Both their fathers had a hobby of keeping 
bees, and their mothers were both taking 
swimming lessons.  Bob was a graduate 
student in chemistry, and Ann was an 
undergraduate in Home Economics Education.   
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They were married in LaGrange, Illinois in 
1962.  After the wedding, they returned to the 
campus where Bob finished his Ph.D. in 
Inorganic Chemistry, and Ann received her 
masters in Home Economics Education.  
 
Upon the completion of Bob’s degree, they 
moved to Westfield, NJ and then to Fanwood, 
NJ.   Bob worked at Esso (now Exxon) 
Research and Engineering as a research 
chemist.� Ann taught Home Economics at 
Scotch Plain/Fanwood Jr. High School until 
their first son Steve was born in 1965.  Their 
second son Mark was born in 1968.   In 1969, 
Bob accepted a position at the New Jersey 
Zinc Company in Palmerton, PA.  They had 
the fun of building a home in Schnecksville, 
PA, a Pennsylvania Dutch area.  They were to 
call Schnecksville home for eleven years. 
 
While living in PA, Bob and Ann’s family took 
the grand tour of the West.  A stop at the 
Latter-Day Saints’ Family History Library in 
Salt Lake City really sparked their interest in 
genealogy.  Both Bob and Ann had always 
been interested in family stories, but never 
had done any formal research until then.  
Their teenage sons were so excited about 
what they were able to find in the library that 
day, they gave up swimming in the Great Salt 
Lake.   They found family wills and death 
certificates, and the real treasure for Ann was 
finding an article written by her father about 
the little Illinois country church, Green Moss.  
She had no idea that the article was in the 
genealogy library.  

 
In 1981 Bob joined Gold Fields Mining 
Corporation as manager of Analytical Services 
to run their geochemical analytical laboratory.  
Coming to the Denver area, they were excited 

that they could use the Federal Center to 
continue their genealogy research. 
 
To celebrate their twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary in 1987, they went to Bad 
Sackington, Germany to meet Bob’s German 
relatives.  Bob’s father had laid the ground 
work for this trip when he discovered the 
German relatives in Germany before his 
death.   They were warmly greeted by the 
German Gerteis family members.  In 1997 
they made another visit to see the German 
relatives.  They were able to visit the home 
place of the German relatives dating back to 
the 1600s.  What a thrill! 

 
InIn Evergreen, they celebrated the marriage of 

their son Steve in 1992 and their son Mark in 
1998. Steve and wife Libby gave them 
granddaughter Emily in 1994.  Mark and his 
wife Lisa gave them granddaughter Sydney in 
2000.  What a joy these granddaughters have 
been!  Steve and his family live in Lancaster, 
CA, and Mark and his family lives in Shaker 
Heights, OH.   Lisa and Mark are expecting 
another daughter in the middle of May. 

 
Bob and Ann continue to research their family. 
Bob’s Gerteis family records go back to 1500s 
with some gaps.  He has researched his 
Howard and Hupp lines to the early 1700s and 
Adamson line to early1800.   Ann has 
researched the lines of  Montgomery, Clapp, 
Ross, Claypool and Reedy back to the 1700 
and 1800s.  In retirement they have visited 
cemeteries in Newton and Wichita, KS for 
Bob’s family and in Clark County, Illinois for 
Ann’s family.   Genealogy research has been 
a very rewarding experience for both Bob and 
Ann as they continue to discover more of their 
families’ past. 
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Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 
 
May 14, 2009  
 Pat Bishop & Ruth Hardman 
June 11, 2009   
Faye Hess & Mary Miller 
                          
 

Friday Family Finders  
 

Friday Family Finders - May 29 at Church of 
the Hills  9:30 - 12:00.  Topic general interest 

help with your genealogy questions. 
 

Notes from the Editor 
 

By Woody Hardman 
 

Throughout the newsletter, I have included 
some fascinating things found on old 
tombstones! (submitted by Jean Lambert).  If 
you don’t see the humor, you will still 
recognize these items as they are italicized! 

 
Harry Edsel Smith of  Albany, New York   

Born 1903--Died 1942. 
Looked up the elevator shaft to see if the 

car was on the way down. It was! 
 

Here lies an Atheist, all dressed up and no 
place to go! 

. 
Obituary Project update 

 
As a club, we have completed the extraction of 
Canyon Courier obituaries for the years 1996 thru 
2002.   The total number of obituaries is 705.   This 
project has involved 19 or so of our club members 
over the last month, with three major get-together 
work sessions (and considerable work behind the 
scenes). 
    
The process involves reading each obituary and 
extracting the key information such as: names, 
dates and places; filling out an input form for use in 
the next step.  Next, the information is entered into 
an Excel spreadsheet in a single column format, 
with each obituary index saved as a separate file 
with the filename being that of the deceased.   
These individual files are then verified against the 
original obituary for accuracy and then are 
transformed into a master spreadsheet.  The 
master spreadsheet has each of the obit’s 

transformed from a column into a single row.  Now 
each common parameter is stored in a unique 
column.  This makes possible many things to take 
advantage of the spreadsheet capabilities such as 
sorting and analyzing the data.  In this compiled 
format, we will be able to give something back to 
the genealogy world by submitting our work to 
Rootsweb.com . For the Evergreen Library, the 
data files will be printed individually with a photo of 
the actual obituary at the bottom of the page in 
each case.   This will be presented to the library for 
the years 1996 thru 2008.  Wanda Schneider is 
keeping a current book of all of the 2009 
obituaries.   On April 24, we started the next phase 
for the years 2003 thru 2008. 

 
 It may be of interest that with this database 
compiled so far, I have been able to arrive at some 
interesting numbers that reflect on society and the 
reality of life.  I have analyzed the file and 
compiled a table with the number of deaths that 
occurred within each 5 year bracket.   The 
resulting graph of this table presents an interesting 
mortality schedule.  As would be expected within a 
large sampling of society, such a mortality curve 
would be quite regular with the number of deaths 
increasing with age and at some point dropping 
very rapidly at the upper range of normal life 
spans.   This is the case with our sample with two 
exceptions.  In the age range of 14-19 and again in 
the age range of 50-55, there are anomalies which 
stand out very obviously on the graph.  A quick 
analysis of the relationship between Age and 
Cause of Death, clearly explains both situations.   
Every single death between the ages of 10 and 19 
was due to an automobile accident.   Within the 
second time frame of 50-54, a total of 25% of the 
deaths were due to auto accidents and the 
remaining 75% were due to some form of cancer 
or heart attacks. 
 
A very subjective categorizing, with some overlap, 
of the overall database shows 31% of all deaths 
were due to automobile related accidents, 50% 
were due to cancer or heart attacks, 28% were 
unexpected but natural deaths such as pneumonia 
and included some murder victims.  Only 1% was 
due to accidents like a fall. 
 
This may be boring to most of the readers, but I 
think two lessons are evident.  Don’t let your youth 
drive (if they drink alcohol), and men, visit your 
urologist, cardiologist and your proctologist 
regularly.  
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We have learned much about the extraction 
process and as we proceed with the work for the 
years 2003 though 2008, we will suggest some 
revised procedures which will provide more 
accuracy and less tension.  We thank all club 
members for their participation in this worthwhile 
project.  It is hoped we will be able to eventually 
create a “searchable database” for use in our club 
webpage.  Meanwhile the database resulting from 
our efforts will be submitted to RootsWeb where 
an earlier similar project by MGS was sent. 

 
Other items of interest 

 
‘Google Your Family Tree’ 

 
 I mentioned this book in the last newsletter.  I 
have ordered it for my library and will be 
willing to share it with anyone who is 
interested. 

 
March Meeting Report 

by 
Joann Evans 

Many thanks to Susan Hess for her excellent 
presentation on preparing her father’s life story 
using her PC and software for the creation and 
preservation of her work on DVD.  This 
program was clearly one that many of us can 
and will benefit from in our own efforts in 
genealogical research.   Her story brought 
back to mind many happy moments the club 
members shared with John over the years. 

 
 

On the grave of Ezekial Aikle in 
East Dalhousie Cemetery , Nova Scotia : 

Here lies Ezekial Aikle, Age 102. Only The 
Good Die Young. 

 
In a Ribbesford,  England , cemetery: 

 
Anna Wallace 

The children of  Israel wanted bread, And 
the Lord sent them manna. Clark Wallace 

wanted a wife, And the Devil sent him Anna. 
 

In a Ruidoso,  New Mexico , cemetery: 
 

Here lies Johnny Yeast... Pardon me 
for not rising. 

 

 

On the 22nd of June, Jonathan Fiddle went 
out of tune. 

 
In a Uniontown,  Pennsylvania , cemetery: 
Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake. 
Stepped on the gas instead of the brake. 

 
 

MGS Library Display 
 by Dale Devine and Amy Norton 

 
May 1, we’ll install our MGS showcase at 
the Evergreen Library. The theme: 
HONOR THOSE WHO SERVED. This 
seems appropriate as Memorial Day is 
celebrated in May.     But Memorial Day 
honors only those who died in service. 
Because we hope to encourage library 
patrons to research the lives of ALL family 
members who served the country, we’re 
also including information about Veterans 
Day. 
 
We’ll have on display uniforms, weapons, 
mementos, photographs and much more 
from the Civil War, WWl, and WWll eras 
along with brief histories of relatives of 
MGS members who were in the military 
from Revolutionary times onward. 
 
Perhaps you’ll learn something, too.   Did 
you know that there is an American Battle 
Monuments Commission, an independent 
agency of the Executive Branch of the U.S. 
Government?  Dale discovered this earlier 
this month while visiting the Rhine 
American Cemetery in southern France.  It 
was an emotional experience watching the 
WWll veterans from our tour group, in 
particular as one who’d marched across 
France right after D Day, laid a wreath at 
the altar there. 
 
A big thank you to all who have contributed 
to this showcase!  And thanks to Dale and 
Amy for their great work in putting all 
together. 
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Mountain Genealogy Society 

Minutes for April 9, 2009 
 
 

President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7 p.m. 
 
Randi handed out nametags at random 
and asked members to meet and talk to 
that member about recent personal 
genealogical projects as an icebreaker. 
 
She then introduced the society’s guests 
for the meeting. 
 
Joann Evans discussed the success of the 
hands-on genealogical software in-service 
at the meeting on March 14th at the Bergen 
Park Fire Station offices. 
 
Dan Parker will be the guest speaker on 
May 14, 2009. 
 
The June 11, 2009 meeting will be held on 
Saturday, June 13 at the Denver Library 
where we will be given a behind-the-
scenes tour by James Jeffries.   
 
Marge Clinton gave the Treasurer’s report. 
Marge passed around the new 
membership list and asked members to 
make any corrections that were needed. 
The February, 2009 balance was 
$1069.69.  The MGS account balance was  
 
 
$912.69, the FFF acct. was 21.00 while the 
membership acct was $136.00. 
 
Randy mentioned two noteworthy 
genealogical expositions coming up.  The 
Federation of Genealogical Societies will 
hold a national meeting in Little Rock, AR 
on September 2-5,2009, and the Loveland 
Family History Exposition will be held in 
Loveland, CO on June 12-13, 2009. 
 

The newsletter deadline for news items is 
Monday, April 27th. 
 
Randi thanked Joann Evans and Wanda 
Schneider for this evenings treats. 
 
Amy Norton reported that the MGS display 
for the library is coming along well. Any 
articles that members would like to 
contribute to the display should be in as 
soon as possible. 
 
Randi mentioned two books available:  
This Republic of Suffering by Drew Gilpin 
Faust is a great genealogical source for the 
Civil War.  There is also The State Census 
Book  available at the library. 
 
Randy found a copy of the 1885 Colorado 
Census that she is donating to the MGS 
check-out library. 
 
Woody gave the members an update on 
the Obituary Project.  We have done 667 to 
date and should be complete up through 
2002 shortly.  When the club begins the 
2003-2008 portion of the project we will be 
making changes in the form in order 
simplify and delete unneeded information.   
Our next work date will be Friday April 24th 
at the Evergreen Library.  Woody 
mentioned that nearly 80% of those in the 
obituaries had chosen cremation. 
 
The meeting was adjourned for treats and 
was followed by Susan Hess’s 
presentation on using your PC for creating 
a DVD to preserve your memories. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Jennings, secretary 
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John Edson Wason, 88, one of our longstanding members, passed away peacefully on April 
19, 2009.  His obituary is found in the April 22, 2009 Canyon Courier. 
  
 
 
 
Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at Randirose8@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
2009 MGS Officers 
President:                    Randi Marcos 
Program Chair:             Joann Evans 
Treasurer:                Marjorie Clinton 
Co-Editors: Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                      Bob Jennings 
 
 
 
 
Finally: 
 

From a cemetery in  England : 
 

Remember man, as you walk by, 
As you are now, so once was I. 
As I am now, so shall you be. 
Remember this and follow me. 

 
To which someone replied by writing on the tombstone: 

To follow you I'll not consent . 
Until I know which way you went. 

 
 


