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   Upcoming Speakers 
 

May 10, 2007 – Creating Heritage Albums 
Marie Hulquest 
 
June 14, 2007 –Digital Photo Restoration   
Sheila Stephens 
 
July/August 2007 – No Meetings 
 
September 13, 2007 – DNA 
Earl C. Beaty 
 
 

Certified Genealogist Member 
           Sherril Erfurth 
 
This past December, our own Sherril 
Erfurth completed exhaustive work to earn 
her credentials and certification as Certified 
Genealogist as bestowed and recognized 
by the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists (BCG). 
 
As many already know, Sherril apprenticed 
for two years under an accomplished 
professional genealogist before becoming 
one herself.  Sherril has been active in 
many genealogical societies, often on their 
boards. She has written for national 
magazines, given talks and workshops, 
and served at the National Archives 
Records Administration. She has 
completed research in all 48 contiguous 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
States, as well as Europe and Scandinavia 
on behalf of clients, and occasionally, her 
own family.  
 
The process for certification involves 
completing a preliminary application that 
identifies the category of interest, as well 
as the geographic area, subject, and / or 
time period of interest. She subsequently 
had to satisfy general requirements that 
included a background resume discussing 
education, experience, memberships to 
genealogical and historical societies, 
reason for certification, personal 
publications, and research focus and 
plans. Sherril’s skill demonstration 
document included a paper entitled 
“Conflicting Direct Evidence Creates 
Multiple Mothers for Georgianna E. Peck 
Field (1844-1930)”, an extensive 
discussion, on subject’s maternal family 
research inconsistencies. 
  
 As a Certified Genealogist her work 
extends to broadly based genealogical 
projects whose goal is finding evidence, 
assembling the proof, and compiling a 
coherent historical account of the identities 
and relationships of all the descendants of 
a particular ancestor. 
 
The certification is for five years, after 
which time there is an evaluation to ensure 
skills have been constantly updated. 
Congratulations Sherril!! 
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     President’s Corner 
 
   Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 
 
MGS Friday Family Finders was started 
about a year ago. The group meets on the 
last Friday of the month.  It was started as 
an informal way to get together and share 
genealogy information. Most months we 
have a brief presentation on subjects such 
as Military records, WWI Draft registration 
cards, Census, and last month Persi.  
These subjects were requests from those 
that attend.  If there is something that you 
have wanted more information on, come to 
the meeting and ask about it.  At each 
meeting there is time for members to ask 
questions concerning how to find missing 
relatives (and we all have some of those).  
We have decided that each month we will 
leave time for you to bring in your “Brick 
Wall” relative and get advice from the 
group about where to look next.  To make 
this as productive as possible, bring all the 
information you have on this relative 
(nativity, birth, death, parents, where they 
lived, occupation, etc).  Also be prepared 
to tell us what you have already 
researched.   
 
We will meet through out the summer.  
April 27, May 25, June 29, July 27, and 
August 31.     
 
If you haven’t attended yet, it is very 
informal; people come in late and leave 
early.  Come and spend an hour or the 
whole 2 ½ hours.  We start at 9:30 and end 
by 12:00 at the latest.  We meet at the 
Church of the Hills, in the basement in one 
of the small classrooms at the other end of 
the hall from our monthly meeting room.  
There is always something hot to drink and 
usually something good to snack on.    
 
On another subject, the Oral History 
project that Jefferson County Historical 
Society presented in 2005 has now 
expanded.  Summaries of the 45 oral 
histories were recently added to the JCHS 

web site.  Check it out at 
http://www.jchscolorado.org/ .  You can 
listen to the tapes in their entirety at the 
Hiwan Museum administrative office 
(behind the museum).    
 
How many times have you been asked by 
family members when are you going to 
write a book about the information you 
have been researching?  I’ve only been 
researching since 2000 and I’ve been 
asked the question at least a dozen times.  
The task seems daunting.  I know several 
of our MGS members that have written 
their histories and I am so impressed by 
their efforts.   
 
Recently I attended an all day seminar at 
the Denver Public Library, put on by the 
Colorado Genealogical Society and 
Western History/Genealogy Department / 
DPL.  John Philip Colletta was the featured 
speaker and if you ever get the chance to 
hear him, do it.   He was interesting, 
amusing, and gave us great ideas on how 
to start writing your families’ history.  Start 
small, take one person and write their 
story.  Try working on one grandparent at a 
time, or someone that has an interesting 
story.  Decide who your audience is going 
to be, are you writing it for your 
grandchildren, or maybe for a family 
reunion that is coming up.  Do you have a 
family member that is having a milestone 
birthday that you want to prepare a short 
family history as a present?  
 
 Last September I found a quilt in a trunk at 
my mother’s house, in one corner was 
written “Grandma Barry, 1856”.  So I wrote 
a short piece about Grandma Barry, who 
was my Great Great grandmother.  About 
the same time I found the quilt, I also found 
pictures of Grandma Barry and the log 
cabin she lived in at the time she made the 
quilt.  So I added several family group 
sheets and shared it with my family.  They 
were thrilled to have it and glad that I did it. 
I already have ideas on how to make it 
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better the next time I need to print more of 
them. 
 
The point is to start now, don’t wait!!  None 
of us are getting any younger and if you 
are, I want to know your secret. 
 

Family History Library, Salt 
Lake City, Utah 

 
        Kay Berzsenyi 

 
I have to admit that although George and I 
have been actively researching our 
genealogy for about 7-8 years now, we had 
never visited the Family History Library at 
Salt Lake City until March of this year.  At 
this time, we only extended another trip to 
‘swing by’ SLC, to try to get a feel for what 
we might find there.  As we went relatively 
unprepared for major research, we 
assumed that we would use our 2 1/2 days 
to acquaint ourselves with the layout of the 
library, its offerings, access to it, etc.  We 
were SO pleasantly surprised to find that it 
was so easy to locate documents and 
information that we came back with MANY 
more pieces of information than expected.   
 
The volunteers who staff the library to help 
visitors, the layout of the library, the access 
to PCs and printers, microfilm reels and 
readers (as well as microfilm printers), the 
well-stocked break room, the long hours (8 
a.m. – 9 p.m.) almost daily --- all of these 
combined to make research at the library a 
thoroughly enjoyable and profitable 
experience.   
 
As Sherril had given me information on 
several hotel/motel choices of which she 
was personally aware, I chose an old hotel 
only 2 blocks from the library for our home 
base.  Although the 2 blocks to the library 
are VERY LONG blocks, George and I 
chose to walk them daily, rather than take 
advantage of the free van service offered 
by the hotel (2 morning and 2 evening 
deliveries and pick-ups).  Before and after 

sitting for such long hours, we determined 
that we NEEDED the walk.  Of course, had 
we been carrying much we might have 
thought otherwise.   The hotel was clean, 
but basic, and offered a ‘cooked to order’ 
breakfast daily.  We were quite pleased 
with our choice.  In-room microwave and 
fridge helped us economize on meals daily, 
also.  (Room for 2, genealogy rate, was 
$71.10/night.) 
 
George continues to be amazed at finding 
about 30 linear feet of Hungarian 
Genealogy books, many of which he’d 
been actively looking for, and others which 
were new to him.  After making excellent 
use of them, and turning to microfilm 
offerings, he learned that microfilm noted 
as INTL was still kept in the vault, and 
needed to be requested a day or 2 before 
using them at the library.  The librarians 
were kind enough to supply us with a 
phone number to call to request certain 
films prior to our next visit, so as to have 
them immediately available. 
 
All in all, our experience in SLC was 
GREAT and we’re already planning our 
next visit.  Perhaps you should too!! 
 

Free Genealogy Websites 

Overwhelmed by the number of 
family history-related Web sites 

popping up? FamilyTreeMagazine.com 
sorts through them all—whew!—to 

bring you only the very best. We 
recently recommended the following 

as Sites of the Week:  

• Free on Ancestry  
• http://www.freeonancestry.com  

• Why didn't someone think of 

this before? This site lists all 
the free databases on 

Ancestry.com by region and 
record group—just click to go to 

the search page on 
Ancestry.com.  
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       Treat Schedule 
 
May 10 – Jean Robertson & Mary Miller 
 
June 14 - Dale Devine & Jean Lambert 
 
September 13 - Amalia & Joe Szekerczes 
 

   Friday Family Finders  
            Schedule                                                                     
 
May 25 – To Be Determined 
June 29 – To Be Determined 
July 27- To Be Determined 
August 31- To Be Determined 
 
Meetings will be at Church of the Hill from  
0930 AM until 12 noon. 
 

    MGS Summer Picnic 
 
This year our annual summer picnic will be 
at the Markusson’s on Sunday, August 26, 
2007 starting at 4 PM. More information 
and directions will follow later. 
 
Thank you Nanci and Dennis for inviting us 
to your home for this event! 
 

    Genealogy Poem 
 
Kay Berzsenyi found this poem in Roots. 
  
Ain't this the truth !! 
  
 I started out calmly, tracing my tree, 
To find if I could find the makings of me. 
And all that I had was Great-grandfather's 
name, 
not knowing his wife or from where he 
came. 
I chased him across a long line of states, 
And came up with pages and pages of 
dates. 
When all put together, it made me forlorn, 
Proved poor Great-grandpa had never 
been born. 
One day I was sure the truth I had found, 

Determined to turn this whole thing upside 
down. 
I looked up the record of one Uncle John, 
But then I found the old man to be younger 
than his son. 
Then when my hopes were fast growing 
dim, 
I came across records that must have been 
him. 
The facts I collected made me quite sad 
Dear old Great grandfather was never a 
Dad 
I think someone is pulling my leg, 
I am not at all sure I wasn't hatched from 
an egg. 
After hundreds of dollars I've spent on my 
tree, 
I can't help but wonder if I'm really me. 

 
  

Letters to the Editor      
Column to Change 
 
         Bob Kurtz 

 
I’ve decided to change direction from the 
“Letters to the Editor” column introduced in 
the last newsletter to perhaps something 
more opportune for the MGS membership. 
In the Board Meeting on April 23, the 
possibility was discussed of using this 
article as an advice column, where 
members can write in on their research 
dilemmas, and I can subsequently publish 
their questions or issues, and redirect to 
others within our society that can answer 
or help. These topics, issues, and 
questions would also be discussed at 
Friday Family Finder meetings, and 
responses published in subsequent issues 
of the newsletter. 
 
I can be reached via e-mail at 
rwkurtz@earthlink.net, and I’d love to hear 
from you. My intent is to publish your 
research questions and/or issues in the 
next issue (September) of the newsletter, 
along with any available responses. 
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WORLDVITALRECORDS.COM 
ADDS NARA DATABASES  
 
The subscription database site  
WorldVitalRecords.com has added several 
databases from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) including 
WWII Army Enlistments, Army casualties 
(1961 to 1981) and Korean War  
Casualties (1950 to 1953).  
 
You need a subscription ($49.95 per year)  
to access these record transcriptions on  
World Vital Records, but you can search 
them free through NARA's Access to 
Archival Databases at 
http://aad.archives.gov/aad/.  
It's not the most intuitive database to  
search, but NARA has vastly improved the  
interface over the past year. Just type a  
first and last name into the Search AAD  
field or, to search individual databases,  
click Genealogy/Personal History, then  
click the Search button by the title you  
want. 
 

ELLIS ISLAND GETS BUSY 
  
This month marks the 100th anniversary of 
Ellis Island's busiest day, April 17, 1907, 
when immigration officials processed 
11,747 arrivals--more than twice the  
number of passengers entering the port on 
a typical day. 
  
The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island  
Foundation will celebrate the centennial  
with its annual Ellis Island Family  
Heritage Awards ceremony honoring three  
Americans with roots on the island: Duke  
University basketball coach Mike  
Krzyzewski, AARP director Bill Novelli and 
Morgan Stanley chairman John Mack.  
Filipino-American fashion entrepreneur  
Josie Natori will receive the Peopling of 
America Award, which goes to an 
American with roots in another time period 
or different port. 
  

In all, 1,285,349 immigrants entered the  
United States in 1907, most from Southern 
and Eastern Europe. Ellis Island processed 
nearly 80 percent of those arrivals. You  
can search for Ellis Island passengers  
between 1892 and 1924 at  
http://www.ellisisland.org/. 
 

OH, CANADIAN GENEALOGY 
  
Two online developments have 
researchers from the Maple Leaf country 
jumping up and down. 
  
Now you can check the subscription Web  
site Ancestry.com: 
http://www.ancestry.com/ 
for immigrant ancestors who landed in  
Canada before continuing to the United  
States. The site's immigration databases  
now include record images bearing more  
than 4 million names of people who 
crossed the U.S.-Canadian border 
between 1895 and1956. 
  
Nova Scotia Historical Vital Statistics, 
https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com/ , 
a new site form the provincial archives,  
lets you search and view (using the free  
Viewpoint media player) vital records  
including births from 1864 to 1877,  
marriages from 1864 to 1930 and deaths  
from 1864 to 1877 and 1908 to 1955. Click 
Add to Cart to order electronic files or  
paper copies of the records. 
 
 
 
 
 
(Articles on this page reprinted with 
permission from Family Tree 
Magazine Email Update, copyright 2007  
F+W Publications Inc.) 
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Mountain Genealogists Society 
March Meeting Minutes 
March 8, 2007 
 
President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members introduced 
themselves while answering the ‘ice 
breaker’ regarding their school janitor.  
Two guests were introduced, including one 
who came to the meeting as a result of our 
library display in February.  The second 
guest was a friend of Wanda Schneider’s. 
 
As treasurer Marge Clinton was absent, 
president Randi Marcos gave Marge’s 
abbreviated treasurer’s report, noting a 
March 5, 2007 balance of $654.27, 
showing 30 family memberships, including 
1 paid this evening.  
 
Randi reported that $30 was collected and 
sent to the FGS NARA fund, and Kay 
Berzsenyi noted that she will alert club 
members when our group is thanked in the 
FGS bulletin later this year. 
 
It was announced that updated 
membership lists had been emailed, and 
that extra, printed copies were available at 
the sign-in desk.  
 
Ruth Hardman reported on the next 3 
upcoming programs: Birdie Holzclaw in 
April, Marie Holquest in May and Sheila 
Stevens in June, whose topic would be 
‘Digital Photo Restoration’. 
 
Bob Kurtz mentioned that he was trying to 
start a ‘letters to the editor’ column in the 
newsletter, and would appreciate hearing 
from members.  Letters will be published 
anonymously, if requested.  The next 
newsletter is to appear the 1st week in 
May, so articles should be sent to Bob 
during the last 1/2 of April. 
 
The upcoming (March 16-17) Genealogy 
Seminar presented by the CGS was 
mentioned and brochures were made 
available. 

 
Kathy Krieger and Bob Robertson were 
thanked for bringing the ‘goodies’ this 
month, and the sign-up sheet was passed 
around to try to get the June meeting 
covered. 
 
The library display committee and their 
helpers were thanked for their work (and 
the taking down of the exhibit) and the next 
display for MGS was announced for May, 
2009.  Wanda Schneider requested that 
secretary Kay Berzsenyi write to the 
reporter who wrote the wonderful article 
about the display to thank him for a job well 
done. 
 
The summer picnic will be hosted this 
August by Nanci Markusson and dates and 
details will be made available later this 
year.   
 
On Friday, March 30, the FFF, led by 
Sherril Erfurth, will discuss PERSI, The 
Periodical Source Index, housed at the 
Allen County Public Library in Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana.   
 
Referring to last month’s speaker’s topic, 
Randi gave 2 instances of information she 
recently found in old newspapers.  
 
‘Genie Gems’ winners were drawn, and 
Pat Roberts, the new president of the 
CCGS, the Colorado Council of 
Genealogical Societies, made a brief 
presentation.  Pat is visiting each of the 28 
societies making up the CCGS and 
explaining the role of the Council.  The 
Council meets quarterly and the MGS was 
thanked for providing such a fine delegate, 
Sherril Erfurth.  The next meeting will be in 
April, at the DPL and is open to all society 
members.  Membership chairs are 
especially encouraged to attend the April 
meeting.   
Garth Coombs presented a brief ‘show and 
tell’ when he described his quest to find 
safe paper for storing the antique wedding 
dress he had loaned out for the library 
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display.  He eventually found a ‘Ph Tester’ 
pen which simply indicates whether or not 
a paper is acid-based (such as 
newspaper), and thus, not safe for heritage 
storage, or not (such as regular tissue 
paper), which is safe. 
 
Following the break, speaker Sherril 
Erfurth gave an excellent talk entitled 
“Gathering Family Memories with 
Interviews and Writing”.  Sherril also 
provided a 9-page handout.   
 
Additions or corrections to the minutes 
should be given to Kay Berzsenyi.   
 
Respectfully submitted, Kay Berzsenyi, 
Secretary, MGS 
 
Mountain Genealogists Society 
April Meeting Minutes 
April 12, 2007 
 
President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m.  No guests or new 
members were present and no ice-breaker 
was used, in an effort to ‘beat the snow’, 
which had been forecast.  Luckily, the 
storm missed us and no one had to drive 
home in bad weather. 
 
Treasurer Marge Clinton reported a 
balance as of April 12, 2007 of $673.27, 
noting that all of our 2006 members have 
rejoined for this year.  Of that amount, 
$500.27 is shown in the ‘regular’ MGS 
account, $62 for FFF, and $111 in our 
‘hospitality’ fund. 
 
Ruth Hardman reported on the next 3 
upcoming programs: Marie Holquest in 
May on Family Heritage Albums,   Sheila 
Stevens in June whose topic will be ‘Digital 
Photo Restoration’, and Earl Beaty in 
September, speaking on DNA. 
 
Bob Kurtz was unable to attend the 
meeting; the next newsletter should be 
coming out about May 1, and articles of 

interest should be sent to Bob in time for 
publication. 
 
Marge Clinton and Nanci Markusson were 
thanked for bringing the ‘goodies’ this 
month. 
 
On Friday, April 27, the FFF, led by Sherril 
Erfurth, will discuss any ‘stone walls’ 
members would care to share in an effort 
to get helpful suggestions from other 
members. 
 
No ‘Genie Gems’ winners were drawn as 
another method of ending the meeting 
earlier.   
 
Sherril Erfurth shared with the group that 
any files that members intend to request 
from the National Archives should be 
ordered VERY SOON, as there will be a 
HUGE price jump – to over $100 per file. 
 
Following the break, speaker Birdie 
Holsclaw gave an excellent talk entitled 
“Getting the Most from the Online Bureau 
of Land Management Database”.  Birdie’s 
presentation was emailed to members as a 
.PDF file earlier in the week.  Results of 
this type of distribution were mixed.    The 
lands managed by the Federal 
Government, and covered in this database 
were distributed to states, Railroads, were 
cash sales, bounty lands, as well as 
warrants given to soldiers in lieu of cash.  
Birdie noted that she feels that this 
database is being under-utilized and 
should be accessed more often.  She gave 
numerous methods and types of data to be 
located using such access.   
 
The meeting ended before 8:30 p.m. and 
everyone was happy to note that we had 
‘dodged the storm-bullet’. 
 
Additions or corrections to the minutes 
should be given to Kay Berzsenyi.   
 
Respectfully submitted, Kay Berzsenyi, 
Secretary, MGS                                                                                    
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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, CO 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2007 MGS Officers 
President, Randi Marcos 
Vice Presidents, Ruth & Woody Hardman 
Secretary, Kay Berzsenyi 
Treasurer, Marjorie Clinton 
Newsletter Editor, Bob Kurtz 


