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Scheduled Speakers 
 
 March 12 We will meet at the regular 

time and work on the obit      
project. 

                                                  
March 14 Bergen Park FIREHOUSE:  

Presenting Genealogy 
PC/MAC data bases,  Hands 
on.  

 
April 9           Susan Hess: Creating a DVD 

to preserve your Memories 
 
May 14 Dan Parker: “The Genealogy 

of the House” 
 
 

Treat Schedule 
 
Mar 12, 2009       Nanci Markusson  

       & Dale Devine 
 

Mar 14, 2009     NO food at the firehouse 
 
Apr 9, 2009        Joann Evans 
         & Wanda Schneider 
 

Featured Member 
No feature this month 

       
 
 
 

President’s Corner 
Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 

 
Many of you know that we are starting 
another phase of an obituary project.  I’d 
like to explain the project.  A little history 
first, years ago members of MGS, Faye 
Hess was one of them, copied pertinent 
information from obituaries in the Canyon 
Courier (1958 – 1995).   Each obituary was 
put in a three ring binder organized by year 
and alphabetized, then put on the shelves 
in the Evergreen Public Library.  The 
binders are in the library next to the other 
genealogy reference books.   
 
In 2005, MGS took the existing index of 
obituaries and entered the information in 
Microsoft Excel File format (2200 
obituaries) and sent it to RootsWeb’s 
Searchable Database.  This information is 
online at Rootsweb.com.   
 
Last year the Evergreen Public Library staff 
asked if we would continue the project 
where we left off in 1995 and bring it to the 
present day.   It was decided that we would 
take on this project and additionally index 
the High Timber Times as well.  The High 
Timber Times covers the Conifer and 
Bailey area. 
 
That brings us to the scope of our current 
project that will start at the end of  
February *(see additional detail on p 3).  
First of all we will document the obituaries 
from both the Canyon Courier and the High 
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Timber Times.  This will entail indexing 
each obituary in table form in Excel.  It was 
initially thought we could enter the data 
right from the bound books into a 
computer.  After trying this, it was decided 
that this approach was not efficient.  So we 
will extract the information to a handwritten 
form which can then be use for direct entry 
into the computer.  We will then be able to 
print out the index for each obituary for the 
library books and also use the same 
spreadsheet program to transform the 
information to send it to Rootsweb.com.     
Woody and Ruth Hardman have been 
invaluable for their computer expertise for 
this project.  We could not have done it 
without them. 
 
Additionally, we will capture a copy of the 
original obituary with a digital camera and 
merge it onto the index page for the  library 
books 
.   
As family researchers we all enjoy hunting 
for obituaries and many of you have told 
me this project is our way of giving back to 
other researchers.  ‘Thank you’ to all that 
volunteered to help with this project.   
                          
 

Friday Family Finders  
 
Friday, March 27, 2009, at the Church of 
the Hills.    We will continue work on the 
Obituary Project. 
 
 

Notes from the Editor 
By Woody Hardman 

 
At the last meeting, Randi asked me to 
give a brief outline of the general approach 
we will be using to do the obituary project.    
 
Since then I have thought this through very 
thoroughly and designed forms for use in 
both explaining and actually doing the 
project.   There were several suggestions 
aired at the break and it become obvious to 

me that the approach was not something 
that could be designed by a committee.  
Remember the rumor that a camel is a 
horse that was designed by a committee.  
With this in mind and with appropriate 
apologies, I have set up procedures and 
forms to be used.  I welcome any ideas 
that have not been covered.   I’m certain 
that we will find some improvements as we 
proceed. 

 
 

March Meeting 
Joann Evans 

 
The March 14th meeting will be held at the 
Fire House in Bergen Park from 9 AM to 1 
PM.   REMEMBER-this is a Saturday 
morning!!! 
 
This meeting will be “Members helping 
Members” with Genealogy Data bases  
and online searches. 
 
If you are willing to share your Genealogy 
Data base knowledge or Internet sites and 
you have a Lap top, PLEASE bring it. 
Please let Joann know if you are able to 
bring your Lap Top to this meeting. 
 
Our intent with this meeting is to give 
Members some hands on help if needed, 
whether with Data Bases or Internet. 
 
 

Mountain Genealogy Society 
Minutes for February 12, 2009 

 
President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
Randi asked Woody Hardman to discuss 
the database and research procedures to 
be used for the library’s obituary project. 
 
Bob Jennings read the January minutes 
that were taken by Wanda Schneider and 
written up by Mary Miller. 
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Marge Clinton presented the treasurer’s 
report and reminded members that dues 
were due this month. 
 
Randi reminded members that Ruth and 
Woody Hardman needed information to be 
submitted to the newsletter to be given to 
them no later than February 23rd. 
 
Randi thanked Harriet Sear and Kathy 
Kreiger for the refreshments for this 
evening’s meeting.  Amy Norton requested 
contributions for the MGS library display to 
be ready by May, 2009. 
 
Randy reported on the quarterly meeting of 
the Colorado Council of Genealogical 
Societies which she attended on January 
10.  She also mentioned that there were 
handouts from the CCGS available for 
members who wished to register for their 
seminars on Feb. 21 at the Denver Public 
Library. 
 
Randi read a letter from a genealogist in 
New Mexico searching for a friend whom 
she thought may have died.  Randi did 
some research and found the person was 
still with us and got them back in contact 
with each other. 
 
The March 14 meeting will be held at the 
fire house in Bergen Park from 9 am to 1 
pm.  We will be using the department’s 
state-of –the-art computer facilities for 
research. 
 
Joann Evans discussed the upcoming 
speakers and topics for MGS meetings. 
 
The meeting adjourned for refreshments 
and was followed by presentations by 
Nanci Markusson  and Ruth Hardman.  
They discussed readily available sources 
of information available on the Federal 
Censuses etc. and at the webpage   
FamilySearch.org. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Bob Jennings 

Germanic Genealogical Society�
��

On January 5th, 4 of us from MGS attended 
a 2 hour get-together of this new group, 
organized to help research our German 
roots.  This was only the 2nd official 
meeting.   Thus far, the meetings are free 
and will continue to be held on the 1st 
Tuesday of every month at 10:00 AM.  The 
meetings are held in the 5th floor 
conference room at the Denver Public 
Library.   James Jeffries of the genealogy 
department led the discussions.    Several 
handouts were given, including one with 
websites useful in finding your German 
immigrant ancestor’s village.    James also 
passed around many magazines available 
at DPL containing a wide range of topics 
helpful in researching your German 
roots.     It is hoped that we all will learn not 
only from the material available but also 
from sharing within the group.   Looking for 
our Germanic roots is the reason the 
Germanic Genealogical Society was 
started.   There is a lot of interest evident in 
this new group. 
 
��������	
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*Obituary Project 2009 
Randi Marcos 

In 2005 MGS took on a project of 
summarizing and putting the obituaries 
from the Canyon Courier from 1958 – 1995 
in a database which was then put on 
Rootsweb.com.  Many thanks to Kay 
Berzsenyi for organizing and seeing that 
project to fruition.   
 
The Evergreen Library (part of the 
Jefferson County Library System) has 
asked MGS to take on the project for the 
years from 1996 to 2007.  The MGS Board 
agreed we should take on this assignment.    
In addition, I would like to suggest that we 
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also include the obituaries from the High 
Timber Times.  At the last meeting we 
asked for volunteers to help with this and 
had an excellent response. 
 
I found the web site address for the obits 
on: rootsweb.userdb.rootsweb.ancestry.com/obituaries/ 
On this site, I found the Canyon courier 
obituaries catalogued by MGS up thru 
sometime in 1995, but I need to go to the 
library and find how much we actually 
competed.  In the 1990 January-April 
Canyon Courier book there were 25 obits. 
If there were approximately that many in 
each 4-month batch, that would be about 
75 per year, so we could be doing over 
1100 obits in the project.  I will check with 
the library to see if they will let us use their 
meeting room to work on this project.  
Information collected in the original obit 
project included: name, age, date of birth, 
occupation, date of death, spouse, and 
parent's names.   We may add some 
additional items this time. 
Editor’s note: I found a note in the MGS 
newsletter of Mar-April 1996 that said 
Jackie Southard and Fay Hess had done 
the original ‘obit’ project for the years 1953 
through 1995.   
 
Additional comments by the Editor 
We intend to include children, birth and 
death place, survivors, cause of death, 
cemetery where buried, and pre-deceased 
family members plus a digital image of the 
actual obituary.  There will be three parts to 
the project.   First, capture the information 
from the obituary, handwritten to a form 
with one reader and one writer. Then enter 
the information into the computer to the 
same pre-designed spreadsheet form, with 
each obit being saved as one file.  Second, 
the individual files will then be verified 
between the original obit and the screen 
image by a second two-person team.  The 
third step will be to take a digital photo of 
the obituary and crop it.  The verified file 
and the photo image file will then be 
merged with the obit image ‘scaled’ to fit 
the available space.  This will result in a 

‘portrait’ page for each obituary for the 
Libraries book.  The information less the 
picture will then be transformed to a 
column format landscape Excel file for 
submission to Rootsweb.  We will need 
support and good organization to do this 
project effectively and timely. 
 

Other items of interest 
 
The Colorado Genealogical Society is 
sponsoring a Research Day at  
Denver Public Library (downtown main 
branch) on Saturday, March 7th  
 from 10 - 4 pm. Coaches will be on hand 
to assist all patrons on the 5th floor 
Western History/Genealogy Department. 
For details visit  their website at 
www.cogensoc.us 
 
 
 

MGS Library Display 
 by Dale Devine 

 
While the MGS library display will not be 
installed until May 1, we've been  
working on it for some time. As with the 
past two displays, we know we  
can count on MGS members for their help 
in providing display items.  
   
Since Memorial Day is celebrated in May, 
our showcase will have a veterans'  
theme. Memorial Day honors only those 
who died in service. We hope those  
who view the display will be inspired to 
research all family members who  
served from Colonial times to the present. 
Thus, we will feature brief histories not only 
of the Memorial holiday but also of 
Veterans Day.  
   
Based on members' responses and what 
we've found thus far, the display will  
feature items connected with the 
Revolutionary War, Civil War, WWl and 
WWll.  
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Among these will be excerpts documenting 
Revolutionary War service (DAR and 
pension papers)  photograph of civil war 
grave with marker; photographs or actual 
relics of Civil War (gun, sword, cap, 
uniform), map of Andersonville prison,  
WWI  photo of Flanders poppies and VFW 
poppy; solider in uniform; replicas  
of draft records, WWII photo of Normandy 
and grave stone; photo of pilot who died on 
training mission, the flag that draped his 
coffin, photos of his ribbons, death  
notice and obituary; sailors uniform, photo 
of one of first women to enlist in WAVES 
(her uniform now in Smithsonian 
collection).  To add color, we intend to 
have ration books, and war bond stamps.  
  
Do you have any other ideas or display 
items?  Let us know!  We plan to provide a 
list of resources for researching military 
ancestors.  
Can you help? Email Amy Norton or Dale 
Devine with resources you've found 
helpful. 
  
 
 
 The following article by Dick Eastman 
was taken from the Eastman Online 
Genealogy Newsletter  
 

‘Google Your Family Tree’ 

Dan Lynch has written an excellent new 
book called, "Google Your Family Tree." I 
have now had a chance to read it twice 
and must say that I am even more 
impressed with the second reading than I 
was with the first. The reason is that Dan 
has added even more material. 

Dan wrote the first draft of this book a few 
months ago and sent manuscript copies of 
it to a number of people for their input. The 
manuscript copies were sent before he 
submitted it to a publisher. I was fortunate 
enough to be one of those reviewers and I 
read the version that Dan had printed on 
his own computer. I offered a few  

 

suggestions and apparently his other 
reviewers offered many more. The final 
book that I read this week is much larger 
and contains even more material than the 
manuscript I read earlier this year. I was 
enthused with the original manuscript but 
must say that the final version improves 
the book still further. 

Writing a complete reference for the use of 
Google would probably fill a thousand 
pages or more. Instead, Dan provides a 
good overview of Google's operation that 
will benefit any Internet user, then "dives 
deep" into those features of interest to 
genealogists. The resulting 340-pages of 
this book are crammed with useful hints 
that online genealogists should know. 

 
Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2009 MGS Officers 
President, Randi Marcos 
Program Chair, Joann Evans 
Treasurer, Marjorie Clinton 
Co-Editors, Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary,  Bob Jennings 
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