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Scheduled Speakers 
January 8 NANCY DE GUIRE: For The 

Fun of IT: Revolutionary 
Toy’s                  

 
February 12  Nanci Markusson and the 

Hardman’s: Helping Forum 
Topic yet to be decided on.                                                                                    
  

                                                  
March 12 FIREHOUSE:  Presenting 

Genealogy PC/MAC data 
bases,  Hands on  

 
 
April 9 Susan Hess: Creating a DVD 

to preserve your Memories 
 

Featured Member 
Bob Jennings 

       
I have lived in Evergreen since 1964 

when I first started teaching English at 
Evergreen High School.  I stayed at 
Evergreen until my retirement in 1999.   My 
wife, Marion and I have lived in our home 
in Bendemeer west of Evergreen for thirty-
one years. I was born in Chicago in 
February of 1939.  My parents, brother, 
sister and I moved to Golden, CO in 1942.  
I graduated from Wheat Ridge High School 
in; 1957.  After a two-year stint with the 
Naval Reserve in Japan, I enrolled at 
Regis College where I received my BA in 
1964.  After retiring from teaching in 1999,   

I found myself drawn more and 
more toward genealogy. It truly gave me a 
post-retirement passion.  I can thank my 
mom for that.  She had collected many 
photographs, letters and other information 
about her family for years, but was unable 
to do the research needed because of her 
health. 
 
 It was just a coincidence that I 
discovered all that she had saved.  Even 
when I did find it, my interest in studying 
her family’s history wouldn’t surface until 
after her death in 1996.  Isn’t that the way 
things go?  Now, I have so many questions 
she could have answered, but truthfully, 
since my involvement with our family’s 
history, I have enjoyed the research more 
than I could have imagined. 
 
 My mother had a large photograph 
of a young woman who, I found out later, 
was my great grandmother. She emigrated 
from Ireland in the 1860’s to the small 
village of Money Creek just north of 
Bloomington, Illinois.  This photograph was 
the major factor in my becoming interested 
in genealogy.  I found out more about her 
by writing the newspaper in Bloomington, 
Illinois. They sent me the wedding 
announcement for her and my great 
grandfather who worked as an engineer on 
the Chicago and Alton Railroad.  They met 
while living across the street from one 
another in Bloomington. 
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 The real joy about researching my 
family is making the trips back to Illinois to 
search for records in the court houses and 
local genealogical libraries.  My interest the 
past three years has been researching the 
life of Amos Maddock, one of my great 
grandfathers.  Amos fought with the 79th 
Illinois Infantry in the Civil war.  He was 
also married four times.  His first wife died 
while he was at war.  He married my great 
grandmother in 1865.  They divorced in 
1886 after six children.  He married again 
in 1890 to a young girl from Ford County, 
Illinois (He was 67, she was 29), but Amos 
divorced her six months later when he 
discovered that (according to the divorce 
papers) his new bride was not as pure and 
virtuous as she had led him to believe.  He 
married for the last time in 1892, and died 
of blood poisoning from an accident on his 
farm in 1896. 
 
 My trip back to Illinois in 2007 was 
made to find Amos’s grave as well as the 
graves of his wives.  I have never seen so 
many small, out-of-the-way graveyards, but 
with the help of the genealogical library in 
Paris, Illinois, I was able to find all but one 
(his un-virtuous third wife’s grave). 
 
 In the summer of 2008 I went back 
for the fourth time and was able to find my 
great grandfather’s original farmhouse that 
he had built after he married my great 
grandmother.  The house is still standing 
and is owned by an Amish farmer who 
welcomed me and allowed me to take all 
the photographs I wanted (just not of him 
or his family).  The house had been added 
on to several times over the years, but the 
original cabin is the central section of the 
house. 
 
 Much of what I have learned 
through MGS has been a tremendous help 
in researching and locating the elements of 
my family’s history that is so important to 
me. 
 

President’s Corner 
Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 

 
It’s 2009 already and so many 

genealogy projects yet to be completed.   I 
hope you all had wonderful holidays and 
had many great memories to record.  My 
Mother celebrated her 80th birthday late 
last year and I would like to share with you 
a quiz we gave at her party.  We wanted 
everyone to learn more about their Mother, 
Grandmother, Aunt, Sister, cousin and 
friend.  My Mom has 8 living children, 27 
grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren.  It 
was great fun to see who got the most 
questions right.  This can be easily 
modified for anyone to use.  In a small 
setting you could organize teams putting 
younger members with older ones.  Enjoy!! 
 
What are Grandma’s parents’ names?  Extra 
credit for her Mother’s maiden name. 
 
What pet did Grandma have as a child and 
what was its name? 
 
When is Grandma’s birthday?  Month, day and 
year 
 
Where was she born?  Town and State 
 
What is Grandma’s middle name? 
 
When did Grandma and Grandpa get married?  
Month, day and year 
 
What year did Grandma graduate from high 
school?  Extra credit – what high school? 
 
Where did Grandma work when she got out of 
high school? 
 
Where did she work from 1968 – 1975? 
Name the birth year of each of Grandma’s nine 
children? 
 
What year did Grandma carry the Olympic 
Torch?  Extra credit what city? 
 
What sports team was Grandma on between 
1960 and 1968? Extra credit if you can name 
one of her teammates, 
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What newspapers does she read every day? 
 
What radio program does she listen to every 
day? 
Name all of Grandma’s brothers and sisters. 
 
How long as Grandma lived on the farm? 
 
What award for volunteering was Grandma 
nominated for? What year?  What city did she 
and Grandpa travel to for the ceremony? 
 
I’m looking forward to all our genealogy 
projects in 2009. 

 
Treat Schedule 

 
Jan 8, 2009          Marge Clinton  

       & Amy Norton 
Feb12, 2009        Harriet Sear 
         & Kathy Krieger 
                          
 
 

Friday Family Finders  
 
This fun event will resume in January with 
our next FFF set for 9:30-12:00 on January 
30, 2009 at Church of the Hills.  Get your 
roadblocks identified so this fun group can 
assist.  
 

Notes from the Editor 
By Woody Hardman 

 
As noted in the last newsletter, Bob Kurtz 
has prepared his last newsletter.  Ruth and 
I together will try to fill his very big shoes.  
He certainly brought the newsletter to a 
new standard with updated online 
technology.  Let’s give him one more 
hurrah.  “Hurrah! Job well done”!    
 
We plan to initially cut and paste items to 
the same format.  From time to time we will 
add new significant materials as they 
become available.  One thing that may be 
of interest is a limited listing of websites 
that our members frequently actually use 
and which may be useful and/or of interest 

to others.  Another item may be to feature 
a monthly success story that could relate 
someone’s research efforts that may help 
others.  For example, the reports by our 
members regarding their trip to the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City were all 
very interesting to all the members. I have 
been reviewing some older newsletters for 
this club and I find a lot of good material 
worth repeating. I will be gleaning 
something from this source for future 
newsletters. Please submit any material or 
items to us that you would like to have 
included in the newsletter in Word format 
to ehardman@comcast.net.  We promise 
to not edit too strongly or to editorialize too 
much.  Our best to all for a good 2009.   

 
December Meeting 

MGS Christmas Party 
 

The annual MGS Christmas party was 
successful again although the coldest night 
of the year so far tried to dampen the 
interest level.  Thanks Dale for hosting the 
party again this year! 

 
Mountain Genealogists Society 

Minutes for meeting 
November 13, 2008 

 
President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m.  The ice breaker dealt 
with the use of historical societies in one’s 
genealogical research. 
 
The election of officers was held with 
Randi Marcos accepting another term as 
President, Bob Jennings as secretary and 
Ruth and Woody Hardman as co-editors of 
the newsletter. 
 
The minutes of the October meeting were 
read by Bob Jennings 
 
The $1.00 voluntary donation collection for 
the NARA Sternberg donation was 
continued during the meeting. 
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No treasurer’s report was given since 
Marge Clinton was still out of town and the 
October treasurer’s report was accepted 
since no change in the financial figures had 
occurred. 
 
Outgoing newsletter editor Bob Kurtz will 
put out a Christmas flier after Thanksgiving 
and asked that information members 
wished included be in to him as soon as 
possible.  Bob was thanked by the club for 
his two years’ work with the newsletter. 
 
Randi reminded everyone that there will be 
no FFF in November or December. 
 
Randi reminded the membership that the 
Christmas party will be held at Dale 
Devine’s on December 14th beginning at 4 
p.m. 
 
The meeting concluded with a presentation 
by John Steinle of the Hiwan Homestead 
Museum who spoke to the members of the 
resources available at the museum for 
genealogical and historical research. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bob Jennings, 
Secretary 
 

 
MGS Board Meeting Minutes 

For December 6, 2008 
 

Kay Berzenyi read the board minutes for 
August, 2008. 
 
Bob Kurtz turned over the newsletter to 
Woody & Ruth Hardman and Kay 
Berzsenyi turned over the secretarial 
materials to Bob Jennings.  Each of these 
positions will be for the next two years. 
 
Marge Clinton will e-mail the new 
membership lists to all board members 
who need them.  Copies of The Forum 
from the Federation of Genealogy 
Societies will first go to Randi, then to Ruth 
and Woody Hardman, then to the genie 
gems table. 

 
MGS has collected $34.00 to donate to 
NARA Sturmburg. 
 
The society speaker schedule was 
discussed.  The schedule is complete 
through April along with June and 
November.  Suggestions for other 
speakers were discussed.  Randi 
suggested that the society spend money 
on speakers rather than look for free 
volunteers.  The quality of the speakers 
and the value of the speaker program is 
the mainstay of the club and too important 
to be shortchanged.  As shown by the 
treasurers’ report the club is in good 
condition at this time. 
 
Marge Clinton gave the treasurer’s report 
which showed the balance remained 
unchanged at $771.37.   Of that amount 
the MGS balance is $441.37. 
 
Randi suggested that the society look into 
purchasing its own projector since we use  
one at almost every meeting.  The cost is 
still fairly high and alternatives were 
considered.  The issue was left open. 
      
Wanda Schneider has offered MGS $200 
that she received as a memorial donation 
for her brother by members of her family.  
She felt that the club could use the money 
in her brother’s name.  The board voted to 
accept the money, and Randi will talk to  
Wanda about the best way to use it. 
 
The Christmas Party will be held at Dale 
Devine’s home on Dec. 14 at 4 pm. 
 
The statewide quarterly meeting of the 
CCGS will be held at the Denver Library on 
January 10, 2009.   Randi will attend.  
Family Finders will begin again in January. 
 
Randi brought up a project suggested by 
the Evergreen Public Library.  They would 
like the club to look up, make copies of and 
digitalize all obituaries from the Canyon 
Courier and the High Timber ties from 
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1994 to 2008 which would complete the 
archives for the library.  Randy asked if this 
is a project that the society would be 
interested in.  The difficulties and the time 
involved in completing the project were 
discussed.  See status update report 
following*. 
 
The fifteenth anniversary of MGS will be 
celebrated in 2009. 
 
Minutes submitted by Bob Jennings 
December 6, 2008 
   

*Obituary Project 2009 
Randi Marcos 

In 2005 MGS took on a project of 
summarizing and putting the obituaries 
from the Canyon Courier from 1958 – 1995 
in a database which was then put on 
Rootsweb.com.  Many thanks to Kay 
Berzsenyi for organizing and seeing that 
project to fruition.   
 
The Evergreen Library (part of the 
Jefferson County Library System) has 
asked MGS to take on the project for the 
years from 1995 to 2007.  The MGS Board 
agreed we should take on this assignment.  
At the January meeting we will be asking 
for volunteers to help with this.  In addition, 
I would like to suggest that we also include 
the obituaries in the High Timber Times.   
 
I found the web site address for the obits 
on: rootsweb.userdb.rootsweb.ancestry.com/obituaries/ 
On this site, I found the Canyon courier 
obituaries catalogued by MGS up thru 
sometime in 1995, but I need to go to the 
library and find how much we actually 
competed. In the 1990 January - April 
Canyon Courier book there were 25 obits. 
If there were approximately that many in 
each batch, that would be about 75 per 
year.  I will check with the library to see if 
they will let us use their meeting room to 
work on this project. Information that was 
included in most of the obits: name, age, 
Date of Birth, Date of Death, spouse, 

source (name of newspaper), and 
occupation.    Randi 
Editors note: I found a note in the MGS 
neswsletter of Mar-April 1996 that said 
Jackie Southard and Fay Hess had done 
this for the years 1953 through 1995.   
 
 

Other items of interest 
The Colorado Genealogical Society will 
host its annual seminar Feb 20-21, 2009 at 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, 2300 S. 
Patton Ct., Denver with featured speakers 
Thomas H. Shawker, MD and Patricia 
O’Brien Shawker, CG.  Among several 
topics they will discuss “Genealogy and 
Your Health” and “DNA testing: the Very, 
Very Basics”  For details visit  their website 
at www.cogensoc.us 
 
Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2009 MGS Officers 
President, Randi Marcos 
Program Chair, Joann Evans 
Treasurer, Marjorie Clinton 
Co-Editors, Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary,  Bob Jennings 
 
 
Dues are due 
 
A membership renewal form is attached to 
this newsletter.  Please complete the 
questionnaire and return it with your check 
for your 2009 membership to Marjorie 
Clinton. 
 
As indicated on the form, the dues will 
remain $25 per family.  
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The following was received from Randi; Although Christmas is over, I thought you would all enjoy it, 
 
Genealogist's Christmas Eve 
 
'Twas the night before Christmas 
When all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, 
Not even my spouse. 
 
   The dining room table with clutter was 
spread, with pedigree charts and with letters 
which said..."Too bad about the data, for which 
you wrote; Sank in a storm on an ill-fated 
boat." 
 
   Stacks of old copies of wills and such 
Were proof that my work had become too 
much.  Our children were nestled all snug in 
their beds, While visions of sugarplums danced 
in their heads. 
 
   And I at my table was ready to drop 
From work on my album with photos to crop. 
Christmas was here, and such was my lot 
That presents and goodies and toys I'd forgot. 
 
   Had I not been busy with grandparents' wills, 
I would not have forgotten to shop for such 
thrills, while others bought gifts to bring 
Christmas cheers, I'd spent time researching 
those birth dates and years. 
 
   While I was thus musing about my sad plight, 
A strange noise on the lawn gave such a great 
fright.  Away to the window I flew in a flash, 
Tore open the drapes and yanked up the sash. 
 
   When what with my wondering eyes should 
appear, but an overstuffed sleigh and eight 
small reindeer.  Up to the house-top, the 
reindeer, they flew, with a sleigh full of toys 
and 'ole Santa Claus, too. 
 
   And then in a twinkle, I heard on the roof, 
prancing and pawing of thirty-two hoofs. 
As I drew in my head, and bumped it on the 
sash, Down the cold chimney fell Santa--KER-
RASH! 
 

 
 
 
 
 Dear Santa had come from the roof as a 
wreck,  He tracked soot on the carpet (I could 
wring his short neck!). Spotting my face, good 
'ole Santa could see I had no Christmas 
Spirit, you'd have to agree. 
 
   He spoke not a word, but went straight to his 
work, and filled all the stockings, (I felt like a 
jerk).  Here was Santa, who'd bring us such 
gladness and joy: When I'd been too busy for 
even one toy. 
 
  He spied my research on the table all spread 
"A genealogist!" He cried!  (My face was all 
red!)  "Tonight, I've met many like you," Santa 
grinned, as he pulled from his sack a large 
book he had penned. 
 
   I gazed with amusement--the cover it read 
GENEALOGY LINES FOR WHICH YOU 
HAVE PLEAD.  "I know what it's like as a 
genealogy bug", he said as he gave me a great 
Santa hug. 
 
   "While the elves make the sleigh full of toys I 
now carry, I do some research in the North 
Pole Library! A special treat I am thus able to 
bring, to genealogy folk who can't find a thing." 
 
   "Now off you go to your bed for a rest, 
I'll clean up the house from this genealogy 
mess." As I climbed up the stairs full of 
gladness and glee, I hugged the book Santa 
had brought just to me. 
 
   While settled in bed, I heard Santa's clear 
whistle, His team, then rose like the down of a 
thistle.  And I heard him exclaim as he flew out 
of sight, "Family history is Fun!  Merry 
Christmas!  Goodnight!" 
 
--Author Unknown 
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Name ________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ______________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone number ______________________________________________ 
 
Email address __________________________________________________ 
 
Mail preference – WORD _____    PDF _____    snail mail _____ 
 
 
 
We always need volunteers – please let us know how you would like to help – 
 
     Greeter/name tags – make and distribute name tags  ___________________ 
 
     Phone tree - make phone calls when needed  _________________________ 
 
     Hospitality chairperson – sign up members for monthly treats  ___________ 
 
     Genie Gems – display & run monthly drawing  _______________________ 
 
     Special projects – e.g. Evergreen library display   _____________________ 
 
     MGS board member – next year we will need the following – 
                                            Program coordinator _________________________ 
                                            Treasurer __________________________________ 
 
 
Dues are payable in January 2009 – Please send a $25 check payable to  
Mountain Genealogists Society (or MGS) to 
 
     Marjorie Clinton, MGS Treasurer 
     27360 Overlook Dr. 
     Evergreen, CO  80439 
 
Dues can also be paid to Marge at the January 8, 2009 meeting. 
 
 


