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Speakers Fall 2006 
 
  
September 14 -How To Preserve Family 
Heirlooms and Old Pictures, Cathe Taylor 
 
October 12 - How to Write an Obituary, 
Jean Lambert 
 
November 9 – What you Can Learn from 
Old Wills, Attorney - Richard Kautt 
 
December – No meeting, Christmas Party 
 
 

Library Display 
 

Don’t forget our society is responsible for 
the February 2007 display at the 
Evergreen Library.  Chairwomen Kathy 
Kreiger and Wanda Schneider are looking 
for old valentines, post cards, clothes, 
games and wedding portraits.  Bring them 
to the meeting on September 14, if 
possible.  Or call one of them and let them 
know what you have something to display.   
 
 

All Important Snack List 
 
September – Sheryl & Bob Kurtz and 
Wanda Schneider 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory 
 

 
Our friend and genealogy colleague 
Edward Rickard Devine, Jr., (we all knew 
him as Rick) died on August 20, 2006.  
Born in Providence, R.I, to Gertrude Duffy 
and Edward Rickard Devine, he graduated 
from the University of Rhode Island, going 
on to earn his M.Ed. and pursue doctoral 
studies at the University of Chicago.  
 
Rick had a career in education and 
computers and was retired from the U.S. 
Army Reserves.    
 
He is survived by his wife, Dale Sibley 
Devine and daughters Molly Bachrodt 
(Tom) of Evergreen and Dr. Kate Devine of 
Cannan, N.H.  Grandchildren Kyle, 
Christian, Maggie and Keeley Bachrodt.  
He is survived by one brother William, 
sisters Jean Muraswski and Martha 
Graham, and was preceded in death by 
sisters Mary Jane Devine and Nancy 
Glidden and brother Charles. 
 
I will miss Rick’s smile, sense of humor 
and his amazing wit.   
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President’s Column 
by Sherril Erfurth 
 
 Many of us took the summer off to 
enjoy the warm weather. Now it is back to 
school and back to genealogy time. 
Remember those New Years resolutions 
that did not come to fruition? I suggest you 
make a “back to genealogy” resolution: 
Plan to spend a specific day of the week 
with a fixed period for genealogy research. 
Such as: Tuesday morning from 10:00 to 
noon. It is amazing how much can be 
accomplished when scheduled. Try it, for 
me it works. Granted I am an early bird, 
you can find me working on my personal 
families at 6:30 a.m. until 8:00 most 
mornings. Recently I have gleaned much 
with my own family history after 
designating a dedicated time period! 
 Our picnic was a rousing success! 
Randi Marcos deserves much of the credit. 
Through her connections we were able to 
secure the Grove at Hiwan Homestead. 
She may also get the credit for the weather 
(I’m not sure) as it rained just prior and 
immediately after. Thanks to her 
organization and her recruits, Bob and 
Sheryl Kurtz, Marge Clinton, Kay 
Berzsenyi, Wanda Schneider, and Faye 
Hess, we had a wonderful time. Everyone 
had too much to eat and enjoyed every 
bite. 
 The Friday Family Finders has 
become a permanent addition. This 
study/discussion group is a great informal 
way to share and learn. We meet the last 
Friday of every month, omitting November 
and December. We have a starter topic 
and find ourselves going in various 
directions–depending on the need or 
question. With the ten to twelve in 
attendance we have a wealth of knowledge 
to share. Join us if you can. 
 Photos and heirlooms, obituaries, 
and wills are on the fall meeting schedule. 
Each meeting is, definitely, is something to 
look forward to attending. If you are 
interested in borrowing an item from our 
book collection contact Kathy Kreiger. Or if 

you have something to donate she has 
open arms. 
 To add to your personal reading 
material, a free issue of Internet Genealogy 
is available for downloading. Published by 
a Canadian company who produces both 
Family Chronicles and History Magazine, 
they are hoping to make people aware of 
this new magazine. The company is 
offering a free issue for researchers to try 
and hopefully purchase a hardcopy 
subscription. The free issue is about 64 
pages long and can be read online or 
printed for later reading. It does not require 
registration of any kind. Just go to the 
homepage http://www.internet-
genealogy.com/ It offers a variety of 
subjects and, in this issue, many 
suggestions for German research and all 
are online suggestions. Try it, you may like 
it.    See you soon! 
 
 

My Burden of Thousands of Family 
Photographs 

 
 My two siblings and I have been 
talking about copying all the family photos 
for years. This project should have been 
done long ago, the three of us are great 
procrastinators. Having many photo 
albums, carefully organized (without 
identifications) by my mother we have 
much work to do. Lacking excuses, we 
decided this overwhelming job will be done 
this fall. I’ve reviewed many options to 
efficiently scan, sort, and annotate photos 
without spending the entire trip in front of a 
scanner. Many programs, or plans, involve 
multiple time-consuming steps. I prefer 
time to look at the picture, reminisce about 
the event, perhaps tease my sister about 
her “new-do” in the picture, and go on to 
the next photo. Unfortunately most 
scanning and photo software provides very 
limited space for the who, the whats, and 
the wheres. You can always load each 
photo into a word processing document for 
unlimited notes but it’s very time-
consuming.  
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 After reviewing and testing 
programs I chose Passage Express ($40). 
Designed for easy archiving and genealogy 
it allows both single photo or entire file 
photo “dumps” from the “My Pictures” (the 
file holding the scanned photos) into 
Passage Express. In most photo formats 
(jpeg, tiff, pdf, etc.) it allows endless 
descriptions. It provides an opportunity to 
make a duplicate photo with name boxes 
for identification of each individual. For me 
the program basics fill my needs and it 
includes glitzy options as the quick creation 
of a CD slideshow or video with 
background music or voice overs. Soon an 
announcement will be made by both 
Legacy and Family Tree Maker software 
that Passage Express will, somehow, be 
compatible for information exchanges. I do 
realize that all software must be updated 
every few years to enable the current 
software to read the data. Today this is my 
solution for quick endless annotations to 
photos in any format and resolution. 
 Upon choosing the software I 
erroneously assumed my burden was over! 
Besides being the repository of all the older 
ancestors’ photos and I have only one 
family album. It includes my mother as a 
child to her very early-Sherril years. To 
create a scanning and annotating system, 
my plans were to complete this book 
before our trip. With about three hundred 
assorted photos lovingly included in this 
collection, I abruptly come to a halt. I would 
be in Michigan for months as this was only 
one of the many albums. It was time to 
become logical. To me, my children, or my 
siblings the 1930s to 1940s people-less 
pictures of the elephants at the San 
Antonio zoo have no attraction, nor did the 
travel photos of the Arizona desert. Just 
how many pictures of my aunt holding me 
(as an infant) on a specific day will be 
important to my grandchildren? Many are 
nearly identical, all with the same hat. My 
two aunts and mother had the greatest 
hats. I enjoy my two black labs but I can’t 
identify, or care to identify, the many 
photos of ancestors’ pets. These photos 

were important to my mother and brought 
her much joy. I cannot identify with the 
events, just the people and a few places. 
Suddenly I realized that we did not want 
ALL these pictures duplicated! I want 
scanned copies of the WOW pictures, a 
few of everyone who is identified (baby, 
teen, young adult and mature), homes and 
cars, and finally those revealing the fashion 
statements. I don’t need a half-built barn 
photo. The finished one is ideal. Thinning 
and culling is the key. Our family’s arduous 
overwhelming project suddenly has 
become acceptable and something to 
anticipate and enjoy. It will give me time to 
photograph many Michigan tombstones for 
my own photo albums. –Sherril Erfurth 
 
 
 

Top Ten Reasons to Date a Genealogist 
 
10. He'll consider your family's long history of 
violent criminal behavior a selling point. 
 
9. He'll always remember your anniversary—even 
after you dump him. 
 
8. He'll actually enjoy spending time with your 
immigrant grandparents. 
 
7. Most of the guys he hangs out with are Mormons. 
 
6. He'll do your taxes if you say, "Imagine! Our 
great-grandchildren might read these records 
someday!" 
 
5. The grass stains on his pants really do come 
from crawling around in cemeteries. 
 
4. He'll cry at sappy movies—but only if somebody 
dies intestate. 
 
3. He can find out the real ages of all your 
girlfriends. 
 
2. He won't look at another woman—unless her 
obituary includes a photograph. 
 
1. You can use his Ancestry.com membership 
while he's in the shower. 
  
Credit: 
http://genealogue.blogspot.com/2006/02/top-ten-
reasons-to-date-genealogist.html 
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Family Recognition Program  
Colorado Council of Genealogical 
Societies, Submitted by Bobbi King, 
Council president) 
  
The Council has, for the past 23 
years, maintained a Family Recognition 
Program for descendants of Colorado 
pioneers. This is a nifty way for 
descendants of Colorado pioneers to 
receive acknowledgement of their 
Colorado heritage and to pay tribute to 
their ancestors. 
  
There are three categories for Family 
Recognition: 
  
First Family: The ancestor must have been 
born in, or settled in, the land area of what 
is now Colorado, before 1861. Certificate 
numbers begin with F-(number here). 
  
Territorial Family: The ancestor must have 
been born in, or settled in, a territory that is 
now Colorado between 28 February 1861 
and 01 August 1876. Certificate numbers 
begin with T-(number here.) 
  
Centennial Family: Ancestor must have 
been born in, or settled in, Colorado at 
least 100 years prior to the date of the 
application. Certificate numbers begin with 
C-(number here.) 
  
The applicants for the certificate need not 
live in Colorado themselves. They only 
need to qualify as a direct descendant of 
an ancestor who qualifies in one of the 
categories.  
  
The applicant must submit proof of 
relationship between generations, from the 
applicant backward to the ancestor. Types 
of acceptable proofs are: records of birth, 
death, marriage, adoption, Bible and 
census, school and church records which 
have been certified by the school or church 
officials, newspaper clippings showing the 
names of newspapers, locality and 
date, county histories, and other records 
which would provide proof of ancestry.  

Land deeds are acceptable if they record 
that the ancestral individual is a resident of 
Colorado. Census record must be a copy 
of the microfilm stating the film number, 
and page number. Source citations must 
include: book titles, publishers, publication 
dates, volume and page numbers, 
microfilm reel numbers and names of the 
libraries or institutions (repositories) where 
the proofs are on file.  Photocopies only, 
not originals, must be submitted; no papers 
will be returned.  
  
The applications must be accompanied by 
a check or money order, made out to the 
Colorado Council of Genealogical 
Societies, for a non-refundable processing 
fee of $10.00 to cover costs of copying and 
mailing expenses.  
  
There are forms and instructions on the 
Council web site at: 
www.rootsweb.com/~coccgs.  Click Family 
Recognition, where there are links to 
applications, instructions, and forms. 
  
The Council web site lists all the names of 
the Family Recognition certificates issued. 
One database is sorted in alphabetical 
order of all the certificates, and 3 other 
databases are sorted by category.  
The web site address is: 
www.rootsweb.com/~coccgs. 
  
The Family Recognition Program is a 
worthy endeavor, and we congratulate the 
many recipients who have qualified to 
receive these recognitions.  
  
If you are interested in more information, 
access the Council website and let us 
know about your Colorado ancestors!   
 

Researching Carroll County, 
Illinois? 

 
   “A Goodly Heritage”  1818 to 1968 
 
Great pictures and stories about the 
beginning of Carroll County.  Let me know 
if you want to borrow it.  Randi Marcos 
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From Ancestry.com newsletter 

Research Paths and Byways  
Provisioning Lists  
by Patricia Law Hatcher, FASG  

How can we get more accurate images of 
our ancestor's lives? Probate inventories 
give us some idea of their possessions, but 
often with less detail than we would like. 
There is another record that gives an even 
more complete idea, at least for a limited 
time period.  

During the earliest years of colonization in 
America, there was no infrastructure; no 
English civilized environment or mercantile 
structure. After arrival, it would take some 
time before the first crops could be 
harvested, and these would have to last 
until the next harvest. The settlers would, 
literally, have to create their own 
environment from scratch and supply it 
with items they brought with them.  

To make it more likely that settlements 
would succeed, promoters prepared and 
circulated provisioning lists delineating all 
items that a family would need to bring with 
them. There are several such lists. I found 
an excellent presentation and discussion 
by David Cressey in the chapter called 
"Needful Provisions" in his book Coming 
Over. He focuses on early New England, 
but the items that made up a typical 
English household would have been very 
similar from one colony to another.  

The lists included the cost of items and 
were annotated with adjustments that 
could be made by "the poorer sort.” They 
were organized by categories and included 
all aspects of daily life: victuals (food), 
household implements (kitchenware), 
apparel, arms (for protection and for 
hunting), items for fishing and for building, 
tools (for building and for raising crops), 
and woodenware (which meant tools not 
made of metal). I've consolidated entries 
from several of the lists in the discussion 
below and consulted The Oxford English 
Dictionary for meanings of obsolete terms.  

Victuals  
One hogshead [a large barrel 
of 63 or more gallons] or 
eight bushels of meal, one 
hogshead of malt, one 
hundredweight of beef, 100 
pounds of pickled pork or 74 
pounds of bacon, two 
bushels of peas, two bushels 
of oatmeal, one bushel of 
greats [grits], two dozen or 
one firkin [a small cask, about 
1/4 barrel] butter, half a 
hundred cheese, two gallons 
of vinegar, one gallon 
aquavitae [ardent 
(inflammable) spirits such as 
brandy], one gallon of oil, two 
quarts mustard seed, half a 
hogshead of salt to save fish, 
and spices such as sugar, 
pepper, cloves, mace, 
cinnamon, nutmegs, and fruit. 
For fishing the should bring 
twelve cod hooks, two lines, 
one mackerel line and twelve 
hooks, and 28 pounds of lead 
for bullets and fishing lead. 
With what game they could 
shoot (you'll notice no 
mention of netting or traps), 
this would have to suffice a 
family of six for many 
months.  

Apparel for One Man  
Four or six pairs of shoes, 
one pair of boots, four 
pounds of leather to mend 
shoes, three or four pairs of 
Irish stockings, one hat, one 
Monmouth cap [the flat, 
round cap worn by soldiers 
and sailors], three falling 
bands [a band or collar worn 
around the neck], three or six 
shirts [varied between lists], 
one waist coat, one suit of 
frieze, one suit of cloth, one 
suit of canvas, twelve 
handkerchiefs (there is a note 
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that for the poorer sort these 
may be of blue calico that in 
summer they could use for 
[head] bands), one sea cape 
or gown of coarse cloth, and 
"other apparel as their purses 
will afford." For each man 
there should also be one pair 
of canvas sheets, seven ells 
[an ell is 45 inches] of canvas 
to make a bed and bolster, 
and one coarse rug 
[bedcover].  

Household Implements for 
a Family of Six  
One iron pot, one great 
copper kettle, a small kettle, 
a lesser kettle, one large 
frying pan, a small frying pan, 
a brass mortar [for grinding 
spices], a spit, one gridiron, 
two skillets [footed kettles 
placed over the coals for 
cooking, not frying pans with 
handles], platters, dishes, 
and spoons of wood. One list 
includes the comment "As for 
bedding, and necessary 
vessels for kitchen uses, men 
may carry what they have, 
less serving the turn there 
than would give contentment 
here." In other words, they 
should get by on less in the 
New World.  

Tools of Various Kinds  
For a family, the suggested 
tools varied between one list 
and another, but included 
some of the following: six 
chisels, one wimble [a tool 
used for making holes] with 
six piercer bits, three gimlets 
[another tool for making 
holes], one or two hammers, 
two hatchets, three axes (one 
broad axe and two felling 
axes; another list suggests 
there should be two broad 

axes and five felling axes), 
two pickaxes, two steel 
handsaws, two handsaws, a 
whip saw, and a file and rest.  

Items related to husbandry 
included three shovels and 
two spades (one list specified 
an English spade and steel 
shovel), three hoes (one 
broad hoe of nine inches and 
two narrow hoes of five or six 
inches; another list suggests 
there should be five broad 
hoes), two hand bills [a long 
staff with a hooked blade on 
the end], one wood hook, two 
frows to cleave pail [a frow 
was used to split the staves 
for barrels or pails off from a 
larger block of wood], two 
curry combs, a brand to 
brand beasts, a chain and 
lock for a boat, a coulter [the 
cutter on a plow for breaking 
turf] weighing ten pounds, a 
hand vise, a pitchfork, and a 
share.  

Tradesmen should bring their 
own tools: "Other tools as 
men's several occupations 
require, as hand saws, whip 
saws, thwart saws, augers, 
chisels, frows, grindstones, 
etc." There were reminders 
that for building they should 
take nails of all sorts (one 
hundredweight of spikes, 
nails and pins), locks for 
doors and chests (three locks 
and three pair of fetters), 
gimmals [rings or hinges] for 
chests, and hooks and twists 
for doors.  

Wooden Ware  
A pair of bellows, a scoop, a 
pair of wheels for a cart, a 
wheelbarrow, a great pail, a 
boat called a canoe with a 
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pair of paddles [could be 
purchased in America], a 
short oak ladder, a plough, 
an axletree, a cart, a casting 
shovel, a shovel, and a 
lantern.  

Arms  
One musket, rest and 
bandolier, ten pounds of 
powder, sixteen pounds of 
shot, six pounds of match 
[used to light and fire the 
musket], one sword, one belt, 
one pistol with a mould, one 
complete light armour, one 
long piece, one sword, one 
belt, one bandolier, twenty 
pounds of powder, sixty 
pounds of shot or lead, and 
one pistol and goose shot.  

Can You Imagine?  
I began this review trying to imagine the 
household that was created by the settlers, 
but I must admit that I complete it 
wondering who packed all that stuff 
compactly for the voyage over! 
Resource  
David Cressey, Coming Over: Migration 
and Communication between England and 
New England in the Seventeenth Century 
(Cambridge, England: Cambridge 
University Press, 1987). I borrowed it on 
Interlibrary Loan.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


