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Upcoming Speakers 

 
September 13, 2007 – DNA Genetic 
Genealogy by Earl C. Beaty – The science 
behind DNA Testing and the impact on our 
understanding of our “deep ancestry” and 
surname. 
 
October 11, 2007 – The World Wide 
Catalog by John Mears – How to use, 
understand and get the most out of the 
World Wide Catalog. 
 
November 8, 2007 – Where in the World 
Are They? by Woody Hardman – Working 
with Google Maps to locate properties of 
your ancestors in the world. 
 
December 2007 –Christmas Party 
 

SHERRIL ERFURTH 
By Nanci Markusson 

 
With her move to Jacksonville, Florida, 
Sherril Erfurth will be greatly missed.  
Sherril joined the Mountain Genealogists 
Society in 1996 and became our 
Newsletter Editor in 1997.  She was an 
integral part of our executive board as we 
wrote new by-laws and initiated activities 
for our fledgling organization.  She hosted 
the first Christmas party.  She went on to 
hold the presidency not once but twice.  
With all her contacts as a professional  

 
 
genealogist she found excellent speakers 
for our meetings and guided many of us as 
we searched for our ancestors.  With her 
expertise Sherril opened many doors for us 
and provided the incentive to dig deeper 
with our research including use of the 
internet.  
 
Sherril’s interest in genealogy only began 
in 1994 and even back then she spent fifty 
to sixty hours a week on research and had 
made many trips to Salt Lake City.   About 
the same time she joined our genealogy 
group she began taking courses as she 
pursued getting her certification as a 
professional genealogist.  Besides being a 
member of the Mountain Genealogists 
Society, Sherril is the Assistant Treasurer 
for the Board of Certification of 
Genealogists.  She belongs to the National 
Genealogical Society, the Association of 
Professional Genealogists, the Colorado 
Society of Genealogists., the New England 
Historical and Genealogy Society and is a 
member of the Colorado Chapter of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists.        
Although Sherril and Bill will miss their 
many friends in Evergreen they are going 
to have the time of their lives living near 
their two granddaughters and going to 
soccer games, gymnastics and making 
smiley-face pancakes and root beer floats 
for the girls.  Best of luck to Sherril and Bill.  
We will miss you. 

MGS Newsletter 
 

A Bimonthly Publication of the Mountain Genealogists Society from 
the Evergreen-Conifer Area in Colorado  

Visit our website at www.rootsweb.com/~comgs 
 

Volume 14, No 4                            Sep/Oct 2007
                                  
================================================ 



 2 

     President’s Corner 
   Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 
 
President’s Column by Randi Rose 
Wilmarth Marcos 
 
I hope you all had a great summer and 
great adventures looking for your family 
members and memories.  Luckily I was 
able to add one missing member to my 
family tree.   Her name was Bridget Ellen 
Quinlin.  She was a teacher in Tribune, 
Kansas.  I called the library in Tribune and 
they put me in touch with Nadine Cheney 
local historian that had personally 
transcribed all their old newspapers, 
fearing that they would disintegrate from 
overuse.   Unfortunately, Bridget Ellen died 
of Typhoid Fever in 1897 at age 29.  
Thankfully there are people like Nadine 
that have seen the importance of 
preserving our past.   
 
Friday Family Finders has been going 
strong over the summer.  Our July meeting 
was held at the Evergreen Library 
Conference room.  We had access to 
wireless Internet and with the help of Kay 
Berzsenyi and her laptop we spent 3 hours 
reviewing message boards, Ancestry.com, 
Heritage Quest, and the New England 
Genealogy Historical Society websites.  
The group decided that it was very 
worthwhile and that we should schedule 
another meeting there this fall.  
  
August 31 was our last FFF meeting and it 
was held from 9:00  - 12:00 at the Church 
of the Hills.  We had a short presentation 
on how to plan your next family history trip.  
What to do before you leave home!  Since 
Sherril Erfurth was not there, I made this a 
short presentation. My information was 
focused on research in the United States. 
After we finished that, we received help 
from our members that have gone on 
research trips out of the country.  I am 
tentatively planning my first research trip 
abroad to Ireland next spring.  Three 
branches of my family tree lead me to 

Northern Ireland near Belfast and Southern 
Ireland, in County Cork.   Having no 
expertise or experiences I’m calling on any 
MGS members to help in preparing for this 
trip.   
 
Another FFF agenda item was discussion 
of our society planning a research trip to 
the LDS Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
This spring several people expressed an 
interest in wanting to make a trip as a 
group.   We are looking for someone that 
would be able to tell us how to plan and 
prepare for this trip.  If you have been to 
the library in SLC and can offer your 
expertise, please let me know.  
Maybe we can talk Sherril into meeting us 
there!!! 
 
Just a reminder, we are always looking for 
new members, so please invite anyone 
interested in genealogy/family history to 
join us.  September 13, Earl Beaty will be 
our guest speaker presenting information 
on “DNA-Genetic Genealogy”.  He will 
discuss DNA and Family History, briefly 
explaining the science behind DNA testing 
and the impact on our understanding of our 
“deep ancestry’ and surname.  
 
Look forward to seeing you all this Fall and 
finding out how your research is 
progressing! 
 

 
Great Summer Picnic 

 
On Sunday, August 26, we had our annual 
summer picnic. It was well attended and 
everybody enjoyed a beautiful afternoon 
and evening at Nanci and Dennis 
Markusson’s wonderful home. Thanks to 
everybody for bringing delicious dishes to 
go with the tasty grilled brats, dogs, and 
burgers. Thank you, Nanci and Dennis, for 
inviting us to your home and also for your 
gracious hospitality. 
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Treat Schedule 
 
September 13 - Amalia & Joe Szekerczes 
 

Friday Family Finders 
Schedule 

 
September 28 - Topic to be determined 
 
October 26 – Topic to be determined 
 
Meetings will be at Church of the Hill from  
0930 AM until 12 noon. 
 

MGS Website 
 
Thanks to Mary Miller, the Mountain 
Genealogists Society now has a website. It 
is www.rootsweb.com/~comgs, and is now 
part of our newsletter header and logo (see 
above). 
 
This website has information on our 
upcoming meetings and topics, as well as 
an archives of past newsletters, and even 
access to our membership brochures. 
 
Thanks Mary, great job! 
     

Genealogy Questions 
and Answers Column 

Bob Kurtz 
 
This new column will be where members 
can write in on their research dilemmas, 
and we can subsequently publish their 
questions or issues, and redirect to others 
within our society that can answer or help. 
These topics, issues, and questions would 
also be discussed at Friday Family Finder 
meetings, and responses published in 
subsequent issues of the newsletter. 
 
1- Question from Friday Family Finders – 
Message Boards 
 
At our June meeting, a question was posed 
to the group that others may want to know 

the answer to.  Is it safe to respond to 
people that post messages on message 
boards.   The group agreed that it was safe 
if you responded through the original 
message board site, i.e. Ancestry, Roots 
Web, etc.   
 
2- Question from member Jean Lambert- 
What are good and safe strategies for 
contacting complete strangers that maybe 
relatives. 
  
This question will be addressed at next 
Friday Family Finders, and answers 
published in next newsletter. 
  

I can be reached via e-mail at 
rwkurtz@earthlink.net, and I’d love to hear 
from you. My intent is to publish your 
research questions and/or concerns in  
subsequent issues of the newsletter, along 
with any available responses. 
 

NARA Record Request Fees 
Go Up Oct. 1 
 
We’ve known it was coming since the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) proposed last 
February to raise its reproduction fees for 
records you order.  
 
The good news is, it could’ve been worse. 
 
Effective Oct. 1, NARA will charge $75 for 
a Civil War pension file of up to 100 pages, 
plus $.65 per additional page (for longer 
files, staff will contact the requestor with a 
price quote before filling the order). NARA 
will charge $50 for pre-Civil War pension 
files regardless of page count, and $.75 
per page to copy other records. 
 
While still a steep increase from the current 
$37 for a Civil War pension file, these fees 
are less than the $125 and $60 NARA 
originally proposed for Civil War and pre-
Civil War pensions, respectively. (Still, 
save some cash by sending your request 
before October. The July 2007 Family Tree 
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Magazine has instructions for ordering Civil 
War pensions.) 
 
In the Aug. 17 Federal Register, national 
archivist Allen Weinstein attributes the 
change to public comment-inspired 
alterations in formulas for calculating 
document reproduction costs. Though its 
average pension file order was for 106 
pages, 65 percent of orders were for files 
less than 100 pages. 
 
NARA received 1,281 comments during 
the 60-day comment period. About half the 
commenters identified themselves as 
genealogists.  
 
Looks like some comments hit a nerve by 
saying NARA’s proposal exaggerated 
actual copying costs. Weinstein wrote, “We 
firmly reject allegations that the  fees are 
being raised capriciously for the purpose of 
supplementing funding for the agency or 
reducing the number of reproduction 
orders received.” 
 
He added it’s not practical to compare 
NARA’s photocopying costs with those of 
other entities because of archival 
document considerations including file 
retrieval and replacement, paper fragility, 
separating papers from fasteners, placing 
non-standard-size documents on copiers' 
glass platens and ensuring image legibility. 
 
Weinstein said NARA lacks funding for 
digitizing all the Civil War pension files. 
The agency considers them prime 
candidates for a digitization partnership, 
but “there is no near-term alternative to the 
current process for fulfilling fixed-fee order 
requests for reproductions of Civil War 
pension files.” 
 

 
 
 

Family Search Starts New 
Records-Access Project 

 
In the next two years, the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints' Family 
Search will release free online indexes for 
a long list of genealogical records—150 
million images total. Thousands of 
volunteers are already working fast and 
furiously on Family Search projects to 
index digitized records, so the church is 
turning to another source for help with this 
one: businesses such as The Generations 
Network, Footnote and others. 
  
For what’s known as the Genesis Project, 
Family Search—the church’s records-
scanning arm—has put out a “request for 
information” seeking interested commercial 
service providers and records repositories.  
  
Family Search will digitize the records, 
which spokesperson Paul Nauta says is 
the most expensive part of putting records 
online, and service providers would index 
them. Indexes would be free on Family 
Search and on the service provider’s 
and/or record repository’s Web site. 
  
Targeted record groups include US and 
British censuses, US county 
naturalizations, Spanish parish registers, 
German SS records from the National 
Archives and Ukraine L’viv church records. 
Those entities could choose to charge for 
access to digitized record images; the 
images would be free at the LDS church’s 
Family History Centers.  
 
 
 
(Articles on this page reprinted with 
permission from Family TreeMagazine 
Email Update, copyright 2007  
F+W Publications Inc.) 
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In other FamilySearch news: 

• Family Search’s Family History 
Library, Allen County Public Library 
and the Brigham Young University 
Harold B. Lee Library are joining to 
digitize and index 100,000 books in 
the libraries’ holdings of local and 
family histories from all across the 
country. It’ll be the largest collection 
of its kind on the Web with free 
access at the BYU library's site. 
Read more on FamilySearch 

Free Program Searches 
Google for Surname 

Variations 

 

Whenever you discover a new branch on 
your family tree, you probably head straight 
to Google for a surname search. You may 
meet with success, but you could miss out 
on a discovery if you don’t carefully word 
your query and consider alternate surname 
spellings.  
 
So Matt Combs, a North Carolina software 
developer and genealogy aficionado, has 
targeted both problems with a new free 
program for Windows called Surname 
Suggestion List. 
 
I downloaded the program and typed in 
my last name—Crume—and then clicked 
Search. The program produced 45 name 
variations in three groups: excellent 
(Articles on this page reprinted with 
permission from Family Tree 
Magazine Email Update, copyright 2007  
F+W Publications Inc.) 
 
matches, such as Crume, Crum and 
Crome; close matches, like Crom, Krum 
and Groome; and longshots, including 
Croom and Krom. 
  
I clicked on Crume and hit the Google 
Search button. The program searched 
Google for Crume and genealogy, 

producing 9,350 matches, several with 
extensive genealogical information. Adding 
more search terms, such as a first name or 
a place, whittles the matches to the most 
relevant sites. I added Bardstown, that 
family’s Kentucky hometown, and got 113 
matches. 
 
To broaden your Surname Suggestion List 
search, click the Wider Search button.  
Then the program searches on 
~genealogy, which finds genealogy plus 
synonyms such as family tree. You also 
can search on a range of years, but I found 
that option less useful. 
 
You could go directly to Google and search 
for a last name and genealogy, but the 
Surname Suggestion List comes up with 
alternate spellings you might not have 
thought to check. I’ve come across Crum 
and Croom in old documents, but I hadn’t 
considered variations such as Crom, Krum 
and Groome.  
 
Of course, Surname Suggestion List 
doesn’t necessarily cover every possibility. 
(In this case, it didn’t suggest Croome or 
Groom.) And it'd be nice if you could 
search on more than one name at a time. 
Still, the program is a very handy tool for 
Googling your ancestors.  
 
By Rick Crume 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Articles on this page reprinted with 
permission from Family TreeMagazine 
Email Update, copyright 2007  
F+W Publications Inc.) 
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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meeting Minutes 
May 10, 2007 
 
President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m.  Guests were 
introduced and an interesting  ice-breaker 
was used, asking everyone to tell their 
place in their family’s ‘birth order’, then 
suggesting that members find a member 
with the same birth order to talk to at the 
break.  
 
Treasurer Marge Clinton reported a 
balance as of May 1, 2007 of $673.27.  Of 
that amount, $500.27 is shown in the 
‘regular’ MGS account, $62 for FFF, and 
$111 in our ‘hospitality’ fund.  Additions of 
$9 for FFF and subtractions of $30 for our 
April speaker were announced.  These are 
not yet reflected in our balance. 
 
Ruth Hardman reported on our upcoming 
programs: Marie Holquest tonight, on 
Family Heritage Albums,  Sheila Stevens in 
June whose topic will be ‘Digital Photo 
Restoration’, and Earl Beaty in September, 
speaking on DNA. 
 
Bob Kurtz announced that our next 
newsletter will not be published until 
September, but that he will send out a 
‘picnic’ flyer in August.  Articles for the next 
newsletter may be sent to him at any time. 
 
Mary Miller and Jean Robertson were 
thanked for bringing the ‘goodies’ this 
month. 
 
As next month (June) is our last meeting 
before the summer break, Randi requested 
that everyone bring back any Genie Gems 
they make still have.  Genie Gems were 
drawn and then all members were offered 
a gem for the month. 
On Friday, May 25, the FFF will meet even 
though that is the Friday before Memorial 
Day.  All are invited, especially those with a 
‘stone wall’ to discuss. 
 

Following the break, speaker Marie 
Holquest gave a talk on Family Heritage 
Albums and provided numerous examples 
of pages that might be created to highlight 
documents, events, or special family 
gatherings.  She provided examples of 
various ‘glues’ that could be used in the 
creation of such albums and suggested 
that old photos be mounted with photo 
corners, or copied and glued, with the 
originals preserved elsewhere.  Marie was 
accompanied by her mother, genealogist 
Julie Miller, who has spoken to our group 
several times.   
 
The meeting adjourned before 9 p.m., and 
many members took advantage of 
perusing the scrapbooking items Marie 
brought. 
 
Additions or corrections to the minutes 
should be given to Kay Berzsenyi.   
 
Respectfully submitted, Kay Berzsenyi, 
Secretary, MGS 
Mountain Genealogists Society 
 
Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meeting Minutes 
June 14, 2007 
 
President Randi Marcos called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m.  The ice-breaker this 
evening asked members to identify the 
oldest family photograph they held.  Most 
dated from the mid to late 1800s. 
 
Randi noted that there will be no regular 
meetings in July and August; instead, in 
August, MGS will host the annual picnic at 
the Markusson home on Sunday, August 
26, at 4:00 p.m..    
  
Treasurer Marge Clinton was absent; 
president Randi Marcos reported (for 
Marge) a balance as of June 4, 2007 of 
$628.27.   
 
Ruth Hardman reported on our upcoming 
programs, noting that the calendar for the 
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year has now been filled out: Sheila 
Stephens, tonight, whose topic will be 
‘Digital Photo Restoration’, Earl Beaty in 
September, speaking on DNA, John Mears 
in October, speaking on changes in the 
World Wide Web, and Woody Hardman 
giving his postponed talk on “Where in the 
World Are We” in November. 
 
Bob Kurtz was absent, but Randi noted 
that articles for the next newsletter may be 
sent to him at any time.  Flyers reminding 
of the picnic will be sent via email in 
August. 
 
The membership was shocked to hear that 
one of our past presidents and ‘founding’ 
members was moving.  Sherril Erfurth 
announced that she and Bill were moving 
to Jacksonville, Florida in July to be closer 
to family.  All in attendance were sorry to 
see her go. 
 
Mary Miller, Jean Lambert and Dale Divine 
were thanked for providing a delicious ice 
cream sundae snack this month.  They 
brought 2 flavors of ice cream, bananas, 
chocolate syrup, strawberry preserves, 
nuts and whipped cream.  The sundaes 
were a big hit! 
 
Wanda Schneider reported that our library 
display last February is still bringing 
interest in genealogy, as the newspaper 
article which appeared in the Canyon 
Courier was sent to a lady in Durango by a 
friend.  In it, the lady recognized the 
wedding certificate described therein as 
being important to her own family history 
and is now working with one of our 
members to get a copy of it. 
 
As this month is our last meeting before 
the summer break, Randi hoped that 
everyone brought back any Genie Gems 
they still had.  No GGs were drawn but all 
members were offered a gem for the 
summer. 

On Friday, June 29, the FFF will meet.  All 
are invited, especially those with a ‘stone 
wall’ to discuss. 
 
Member Kay Berzsenyi reported that she 
will be bringing 2 guests to our next 
scheduled meeting in September:  her 
second cousin once removed from 
Scotland (and her husband), whom Kay 
met online via a message board message.  
Kay reminded members how useful these 
boards are for genealogists. 
 
Following the break, speaker Sheila 
Stephens gave a talk on preserving Family 
Photos, strongly encouraging everyone to 
make digital copies of their photos on CDs 
and storing at least one of these copies out 
of the family home, to safeguard against 
natural disasters. 
 
The meeting adjourned about 9 p.m.   
 
Additions or corrections to the minutes 
should be given to Kay Berzsenyi.   
 
Respectfully submitted, Kay Berzsenyi, 
Secretary, MGS 

 
 
 
 
                                                                             

Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, CO 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2007 MGS Officers 
President, Randi Marcos 
Vice Presidents, Ruth & Woody Hardman 
Secretary, Kay Berzsenyi 
Treasurer, Marjorie Clinton 
Newsletter Editor, Bob Kurtz 


