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Upcoming Speakers 

 
January 10, 2008 - Social and Cultural 
History Shaped the Lives of our Ancestors 
by Carol Darrow 
 
February 14, 2008 – Homesteads by 
Roger Dudley 
 
March 13, 2008 – What’s the Story Behind 
the Photograph by Lisa Ann Forbes 
 
April 14, 2008 – Original, Digital and 
Scanned: Translating Yesterday’s 
Photographs Today by Rita Garren 
 

Featured Board Member 
 Joann Evans 
 

Effective January 1, 2008 Joann Evans 
became our Vice President, in charge of 
programs. I asked her to share a little 
about herself, and she provided the 
following. Thanks for sharing Joann. 
 
My given name is Joann Lee Evans, and I 
was the second child born to Edith Young 
and Vernon N. Evans in San Pedro, 
California, April 15th, 1953.  My mom and I 
traveled by train from our home in Antelope 
Valley, California to Seattle, Washington to 
live with her sister, Marion, in 1958. Vernon 
Jr., my brother, stayed behind to finish 
High School - we’re 12 years apart in age.  

My step father, Stanley A. Snider, courted 
and eventually married my mom and me.  I 
began using Snider as my name at the age 
of 7.  “Why not? ” I questioned the grade 
school principle, “my mom changed her 
name because she married so I had to 
change my name too, because I also got 
married”. I was even a “little” stubborn back 
then.  At age 10 we all moved back to 
Antelope Valley.  
 
 I married Carroll D. Wetzel in 1971 in 
Lancaster, California and had three sons, 
Andrew D., Christopher D., and Joseph L.  
Chris survived infancy and now has 3 
children of his own, Chris Jr. (14), Amber 
(13), and Nicole (8). They still reside in 
Lancaster today.  
 
I attended the local junior college in 
Lancaster for three years, majoring in 
Business.  
 
I met my biological father when Chris was 
only 1 year old, and this was the beginning 
of my research on the Evans family.  My 
father and I didn’t have much in common to 
converse about except family history, 
which is essentially genealogy.  While 
growing up the only contact I had on the 
Evans side of the family was with my dad’s 
older sister, Mildred, and his father, Nestle. 
They both lived in Palmdale, California.  
 
In 1992 after my mom’s death, I moved to 
Evergreen to be closer to my second 
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husband’s family.  I met Nanci Markusson 
while working at a local Evergreen printer’s 
office just before she became president of 
the Mountain Genealogists Society (MGS). 
It was exciting to find someone else who 
was also looking for dead people! Shortly 
thereafter, I joined MGS.  The majority of 
my research is accomplished right here in 
Colorado, but I also venture into Nebraska, 
Ohio, Michigan, Maine, New York, and 
even Canada.  I am currently researching 
the following surnames: Bunyard, Lee, 
Leggett, Evans, Young, Mayhew (sp?), and 
Wilcox. Due to my research, I was able to 
qualify and obtain Colorado Settlers 
license plates. Most of my information has 
been gleaned from family conversations 
and visits, both state and Federal census 
records, cemetery and funeral home 
records, Civil War records, and 
Homesteads.  
 
 I enjoy walking my dog, Austin, and also 
knitting, cooking, some sewing, reading, 
and getting lost in the ozone of the Internet 
finding “family”.  Most of all, I enjoy visits 
from my grandchildren and am looking 
forward to having them come out this next 
summer. 

 

        President’s Corner 
   Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 
 
Happy New Year to my fellow Mountain 
Genealogists.  Hope you all had a great 
holiday.  If you haven’t made a New Year’s 
resolution why not think about one related 
to genealogy.  Mine is to keep myself 
organized, file and update my software 
after every trip.  What would your 
resolution be?  Think about it.  This might 
be the ice breaker for the January 
meeting!! 
 
Did you know that the Denver Public 
Library offers free (most of the time) 
genealogy classes on Saturdays?  I took 
the beginning class several years ago and 
it was very informative.  Check out the DPL 
website, specifically the Western History 

and Genealogy section.  They have a 
beginning class on January 12th and a 
Wills, and Probate class on January 19th.  
Check it out for a complete list of classes.  
Ask at the upcoming meeting and see if 
there are others that might want to join 
you.  The National Archives in Denver also 
has classes (twice a year); I will send a 
separate email to members with the class 
schedule is posted.   
 
If you haven’t taken the time to search and 
post message on genealogy message 
boards, do it now.  At least four years ago I 
posted a message on a hard to find (not 
yet in the brick wall category) Great Great 
Aunt.  Two weeks before Christmas I got a 
response from her Great Great Grandson.  
He left his phone number and I called him 
back and he had some information about 
her, and was happy to find. We are 
planning to meet this summer when I will 
be in Michigan for a family wedding.  He 
lives 30 minutes from where my Great 
Great Aunt lived.  It may take years, but 
you never know when you will get a 
response from a message board. 
 
Salt Lake City – 2008   I’d like to find out 
who is interested (no commitment 
required) in going to SLC in 2008.  Please 
email me if you are interested.  I will set up 
a meeting for those that are interested to 
discuss logistics, planning, research, etc. 
 
I want to share with you a suggestion for 
those hard to buy for “older relatives”   I 
have two aunts one that just had her 103 
birthday and another that turned 90 this 
year.  One lives in a nursing home (and 
doesn’t have room for lots of gifts) and the 
other doesn’t want anymore gifts.  So I 
have organized a birthday card “tree”.  I put 
together a list of friends and relatives that 
would send a birthday card starting 103 
days before her birthday.   So instead of 
getting lots of cards on her birthday they 
start coming months before her birthday, 
the idea is that one card will come every 
day ending on her birthday.  Included in the 
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schedule of what day to send your card I 
include family history about each Aunt.  
Neither one of these Aunts had any 
children so I have had to ask some 
relatives to send more than one card.  
Additionally I have suggested that people 
send pictures.   If you save your list in your 
Word file it is easy to update it every year.  
I went to visit Aunt Ruth (103 year old) in 
November and she had me read all the 
cards that had come in at that time.  She 
did have to ask who several of the younger 
children were.  When I got home I sent her 
a laminated family descendent chart. 
   
Finally I’d like to thank Ruth and Woody 
Hardman for their hard work as our 
Program Chairs.  We have had many great 
planned programs and several impromptu 
programs that have been very informative.  
Thanks for everything!! 
 

     Treat Schedule 
 
January 10 – Marge Clinton, Ruth 
Hardman   
February 14- Wanda Schneider, Kathy 
Kreiger 
March 13- Kay Berzsenyi, Mary Miller    
 
 

     MGS Christmas Party 
     
Again this year we would like to thank Dale 
Devine for hosting our annual MGS 
Christmas Party. This past December 16, 
we had a large turn out at Dale’s house 
and enjoyed an evening of  Holiday eating, 
drinking, and camaraderie followed by 
Dennis Markusson’s amusing gift 
exchange poem. 
 
Thanks again, Dale. 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday Family Finders – mark 
your calendars 

 
January 25 - 9:30 - 12:00 at Church of the 
Hills 
 
February 29 - Location and time to be 
determined, but  possibly Evergreen 
Library 
 

MGS Dues Increase 
 
At the Dec 1st board meeting it was 
decided (unanimously by the 4 board 
members present) that we should increase 
the yearly dues of the Mountain 
Genealogists Society from $20 to $25.    
The increase is due to several factors:  
 
 1) higher costs for speakers – we are now 
having to pay an average of $40-$50, 
partially because of the high cost of gas.  
 
2) a loss of memberships – we have lost 2 
longtime members and several inactive 
members  that may  choose to not rejoin.     
With the added revenue from each 
member, we will be able to continue to 
provide quality speakers and have at least 
one local trip to DPL or the Family History 
Center. 
 
Also, please see the Membership Renewal 
Form attached to this newsletter. You can 
bring dues to next meeting on January 10, 
or mail to Treasurer, Marge Clinton. 
 
Thanks for your understanding. 
 

   Return all Genie Gems 
   
Please return all Genie Gems at the 
January meeting and please feel free to 
contribute any new items to the Genie 
Gem collection, to share with others. 
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What to do 
With 
Holiday 
Photo Cards  
 
By Maureen A. 
Taylor  
 
This week, I 
received my first 
Christmas e-card, 
complete with a 
digital photo 
attached—a 21st-
century spin on 
an old tradition. 
Photographic 
holiday cards 
have been around 
since the 

medium's early beginnings, in the 1840s. If 
your family has been sending and 
receiving cards for a number of years—or 
even generations—then you've probably 
accumulated quite a collection. But what 
do you do with those cards after the 
holidays? Here are a few ideas:  
 
Identify and label the cards. 
 
Although most 19th-century photographic 
cards included a standard greeting such as 
"Happy New Year," occasionally, the 
sender also would write her first name and 
the year. If you have an unidentified card, 
these two pieces of information—combined 
with a photographer's imprint (name and 
place of business)—can help you add a 
surname.  
Pre-printed cards, popular in the 20th 
century, usually contained just the 
surnames of the families sending them, so 
your job is to add the first names. If you 
receive an undated photo greeting this 
holiday season, write on the back of the 
card the full names of the people depicted 
and the year. Then, organize all your photo 
cards by surname or holiday.  

Add friends' cards to your family photo 
collection. 
 
One of my friends inherited several 
decades' worth of photographic cards. If 
you find yourself with a similar collection, 
hang on to them—even if they don't depict 
your family. Think of them as an 
opportunity to connect with your family's 
past friendships and to discover new family 
information. You might research the 
individuals in the pictures and add the 
information to your genealogy. The 
pictures will help illustrate your family 
history.  
If you still know the people in the photos, 
give the cards back to them, so they can 
preserve their photographic heritage. I 
doubt they kept copies for themselves. You 
also might ask those family friends if they 
have any photographs of your relatives.  
 
Get the stories behind the pictures. 
 
Photographic cards can help trigger 
memories of holidays past. Ask relatives 
what they were thinking when they had 
their holiday pictures taken. Were they 
taken at a studio with all the children 
dressed identically, on vacation or during a 
spontaneous moment? Then ask them to 
relate their holiday traditions. Their 
answers will add new details to your family 
history.  
 
Create a holiday scrapbook. 
 
Pull together everything you've learned 
about those holiday pictures, and use 
photos, stories and a few small artifacts to 
create a scrapbook. Enlist children's help 
and ask relatives to add pictures of their 
holiday celebrations. Before you know it, 
you'll have an after-dinner activity in which 
the whole family can participate. Purchase  
 
(Articles on this page reprinted with 
permission from Family TreeMagazine 
Email Update, copyright 2007  
F+W Publications Inc.). 
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a few supplies, such as acid- and lignin-
free paper and cardstock, at a scrapbook 
or craft store, and have fun putting together 
a memento you can add to year after year.  
 
Start a new tradition. 
 
Do you send out pictures with your holiday 
cards? If you don't, now's the time to start. 
With digital imaging, you can send 
greetings and pictures to everyone on your 
list—all at the click of a mouse. Whether 
you decide to write out cards by hand or 
send them electronically, you'll follow in 
your ancestors' footsteps and maintain 
contact with family and friends. It's a 
tradition worthy of your time and effort. 
 

Don't Know Much About Family 
History, But We Want To 

 

Lots of Americans say they’re interested in 
their family history, but many actually don’t 
know much about their ancestors, 
according to an Ancestry.com survey 
released today.  
 
Seventy-eight percent of survey 
respondents said they’re interested in 
learning more about their families, but half 
could name only one or none of their 
grandparents, 60 percent didn’t know both 
grandmothers’ maiden names, and 22 
percent couldn’t say what either 
grandfather did or does for a living.  
 
Half the survey respondents had ever 
researched their roots. 
 
This may be a bit unexpected: More young 
people than older people were among the 
78 percent wanting to know more about 
their roots. Eighty-three percent of 18-to-
34-year-olds were interested, followed 35-
to-54-year-olds at 77 percent and those 55 
and older at 73 percent.  
 
Could be the older folks are already doing 

genealogy and know a lot about their 
families, so they’re not as worried about 
learning more. 
 
The research firm MarketTools conducted 
the survey. Information about the number 
of respondents and how they were 
surveyed wasn’t available.  

Online Exhibit Reveals Lives 
Left Behind 

Until the 1960s, being institutionalized for 
psychiatric reasons was often a life 
sentence. Willard Asylum in Upstate New 
York, which opened in 1869, housed more 
than 50,000 patients during its operation, 
and nearly half of those died there.  
After Willard Psychiatric Center, as it was 
later named, closed in 1995, staffers found 
hundreds of abandoned suitcases and 
trunks belonging to former residents. A 
state museum curator arranged to have the 
trove of trunks and artifacts moved to a 
warehouse, where Darby Penney and 
Peter Stastny encountered them in 1999. 
Along with a photographer, they selected a 
few of the suitcase owners to research, 
and the results became a major New York 
State Archives exhibit, now available to 
view online at www.suitcaseexhibit.org.  
Using the contents of the trunks, including 
photographs, immigration papers, 
newspaper clippings and other ephemera, 
as starting points, Penney and Stastny 
were able to create comprehensive 
biographies of nine suitcase owners, which 
you can read on the Suitcase Exhibit Web 
site. The profiles are deeply moving. Many 
of the stories of how the suitcase owners 
came to be institutionalized are shocking. 
One patient was committed because her 
employers described her as "odd, tactless 
and domineering."  
 
 
(Articles on this page reprinted with 
permission from Family TreeMagazine 
Email Update, copyright 2007  
F+W Publications Inc.). 
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"The Lives They Left Behind" exhibit is on 
display through Jan. 31, 2008, at the 
Science, Industry and Business Library in 
New York City. Visit the library’s Web site 
for more information. (The exhibit travels to 
Auburn, NY, and Flint, Mich., next year. 
Visit the Suitcase Exhibit Web site for 
details.) The accompanying book, The 
Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases From a 
State Hospital Attic, is being released in 
January.  
P.S.: If you have an ancestor who was 
institutionalized, you might find our Now 
What? Blog post on finding records from 
state hospitals useful. 
 
 

Genealogy Questions         
and Answers Column 

Bob Kurtz 
 
This column will be where members can 
write in on their research dilemmas, and 
we can subsequently publish their 
questions or issues, and redirect to others 
within our society that can answer or help. 
These topics, issues, and questions would 
also be discussed at Friday Family Finder 
meetings, and responses published in 
subsequent issues of the newsletter. 
 
1- Question from member Jean Lambert- 
What are good and safe strategies for 
contacting complete strangers that maybe 
relatives. 
  
This question will be addressed at next 
Friday Family Finders, and answers 
published in next newsletter. 
  

I can be reached via e-mail at 
rwkurtz@earthlink.net, and I’d love to hear 
from you. My intent is to publish your 
research questions and/or concerns in 
subsequent issues of the newsletter, along 
with any available responses. 
 
 
 

Mountain Genealogists Society 
November Meeting Minutes 
November 8, 2007 
 
In President Randi Marcos’ absence, Kay 
Berzsenyi called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m.  The ice-breaker this evening 
asked members if they had discovered any 
NEW information as a result of their MGS 
meetings or FFF meetings.  About 1/2 of 
the members answered affirmatively. 
 
Reporting for the nominating committee of 
Ruth Hardman, Mike Krieger and Sheryl 
Kurtz, Ruth Hardman announced that 
Marge Clinton had agreed to another term 
as Treasurer and that for Vice President (in 
charge of programs), Joann Evans had 
agreed to serve.  These ladies were voted 
in by acclimation. 
 
Unfortunately, Kay forgot to bring and read 
Treasurer Marge Clinton’s report.  Thus, 
there was no treasury report given.  
 
Ruth Hardman reported on our upcoming 
programs: John Mears (tonight), speaking 
on changes in the World Wide Web, 
January, Carol Darrow speaking on cultural 
history (“Why did they do what they did?”), 
and February, Rodger Dudley who may 
speak on homesteads. 
 
Bob Kurtz noted that the next newsletter 
will be the January-February issue; items 
to be included should be sent to Bob no 
later than the last week of 2007. 
 
The NARA $1 contributions were again 
started, to be completed and sent in 2008.  
Kay had people check off their names on 
an address list when/if they wished to 
contribute to this worthy cause that helps 
pay for the creation of finding aids for the 
National Archives.   
 
Bob Jennings was thanked for providing 
the delicious cookies for the evening; he 
even ‘halved’ them to make them go 
further! 
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Genie Gems were drawn and following the 
break, Ruth and Woody Hardman did an 
excellent job of ‘adlibbing’, as their speaker 
did not arrive as scheduled.  Woody gave a 
presentation on the historic home they live 
in that they are trying to have included in 
the Jefferson County Historical 
Commission’s register of historic 
Evergreen homes; then Ruth gave an 
excellent presentation on how to use the 
software, PAF.  As they had the projector 
(brought by Ed Dickoff) all set up with their 
laptop, the presentation was well received 
and very understandable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, CO 
 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2007 MGS Officers 
President, Randi Marcos 
Vice Presidents, Ruth & Woody Hardman 
Secretary, Kay Berzsenyi 
Treasurer, Marjorie Clinton 
Newsletter Editor, Bob Kurtz 
The meeting adjourned about 8:30 p.m. 
Additions or corrections to the minutes 
should be given to Kay Berzsenyi.   
 
Respectfully submitted, Kay Berzsenyi, 
Secretary, MGS 
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2008 Mountain Genealogists Society 
 

Membership Renewal Form 
 
Name _____________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ___________________________________ 
 
Telephone ______________________________________ 
 
Email  address __________________________________________  
 
Please indicate your preferred contact method –  
        Email – Word format                        ______ 
        Email – PDF format                          ______ 
        Snail mail – delivered to your home ______          
 
We always need volunteers - please let us know where you 
would like to help - 
 
Greeter/name tags______   Special projects _____ 
 
Board member _____   Phone tree ______ 
 
Hospitality chairperson _____ Genie Gems______ 
 
Send a $25.00 check payable to Mountain Genealogists Society 
to: 
 
Marjorie Clinton  
Treasurer 
27360 Overlook Drive 
Evergreen, CO 80439 
 
Dues can also be paid to Marge at the January 10, 2008 meeting. 


