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Upcoming Speakers 
 
 
November 9 - What you can learn from Old 
Wills, Attorney - Richard Kautt 
 
December – No general meeting  
Christmas Party – December 10, 2006 
More information on the last page 
 
January 11, 2007 - Where in the World Are 
We – Woody Hardman 
 
February 8, 2007 – When All Else Fails, 
Try the Local Newspaper – Roger Dudley 
 
March 8, 2007 – Gathering Family 
Memories – Sherril Erfurth 
 
 

Election of Officers 
 

At the November meeting an election of 
officers will take place.  The slate of 
nominees is: 
 
President – Randi Marcos 
Treasurer – Marjorie Clinton 
Secretary – Kay Berzsenyi 
Newsletter Editor – Bob Kurtz 
 
 

  
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Featured Board Member 

 
Daniel Remsen Norton 

 
 
Most of you know Dan and Rachel Norton 
from our MGS monthly meetings.  Rachel 
always has a welcoming smile and Dan 
wants to know what family names you are 
researching.  I was lucky enough to 
interview them as our featured members 
for this month. 
 
Daniel Remsen Norton was born in Pound 
Brook, New Jersey and lived there through 
high school. His father Arie Randolph 
Norton was born in Colorado.  Rachel 
Underhill Eastman was born in Springfield, 
OH.  One of Dan’s grandfathers was a 
lawyer in New York City his last name was 
Smith.  There were so many lawyers in 
NYC named Smith that he had to change 
his name from Daniel Remsen Smith to 
Daniel Smith Remsen.  Dan’s mother was 
Frances Louise Remsen; she was born in 
New York. 
 
 
 
Continued on Page 3 
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President’s Column   By Sherril Erfurth 
 
 The holiday season is almost here. 
These festivities put most people in a 
hustle bustle mode and they also bring 
back memories of favorite events and 
favorite people. Many decorations and the 
special recipes which have been used for 
years are pulled out to use again.  They 
are the family favorites. Some decorations 
are very valuable and others have no 
monetary value but to you they are 
irreplaceable. Do all your family members 
know where they originated? Is it time to 
share the history with the uninformed 
family members? 
 I have a musical centerpiece of 
Santa sitting in his sleigh and reindeer. It 
has graced our family table for many years. 
I am not sure my sons know that my 
husband presented it to me on our first 
Christmas as husband and wife. We 
spotted it on our September honeymoon, 
commented on its beauty, and continued 
our joyful trip. After returning home my new 
husband called the shop and purchased it 
for my Christmas present. His 
thoughtfulness still tugs at my heartstrings. 
I hope by knowing this story my heirs will 
consider it a treasure. 
 When my sons were young (two and 
five) I took them to Florida to meet my 
elderly grandparents. Some of our luggage 
was lost on the flight and the boys were 
catastrophically toyless. Granny and 
Grandad's simple mobile home did not 
have items to entertain little ones. Pulling 
out all the stops Granny pulled down the 
Christmas box looking for child-type play 
things. My two-year-old joyfully found a 
Bakelite Santa for his treasure. This 
timeworn six-inch Santa with its missing 
paint has annually graced our Christmas 
tree and brings back loving memories of 
the only time the boys were with their 
great-grandmother.  
 Our family has a fruit salad recipe 
that my sons and I make only at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Containing 
factory-canned Royal Ann cherries, it is a 

hit with everyone who tries it. Little did my 
grandmother realize that her great-great-
grandchildren would someday anxiously 
ask if it would be on their holiday table. In 
the summer Gramma picked and canned 
her cherries. At holiday time she would 
spend a long time stirring the sauce in a 
double boiler on her combination wood 
stove and electric stove. Two burners were 
electric and two burners were over the 
wood burning part. I remember when she 
bought this new modern convenience. She 
couldn't, quite, go completely modern, or 
all electric. Today my family makes the 
sauce/dressing of cream, lemon juice, 
eggs, sugar and love in the microwave that 
considerably shortens the cooking time. 
Our cream is not fresh from the cow as 
was hers -- I can still recall the horrible 
taste of warm raw milk that she served at 
every meal. 
 As I was growing up, we spent 
Thanksgivings with my mother's two 
sisters' families, rotating homes each year. 
It was an exciting event that everyone 
looked forward to attending. Wearing our 
special dress-up clothes we ran and 
played, squealed, and laughed. The 
women were in the fragrant mouth-
watering kitchen. The men with their pipes 
and cigarettes shared stories and ball 
game scores and in the later years 
watched television. The hostess prepared 
the turkey, dressing, and potatoes. It was 
my mother's job to bring three pumpkin 
pies and something special for the non-
pumpkin eaters. She made the pies the 
day before Thanksgiving as it gave the pie 
"time to blend the flavor." The crusts 
contained lard to make them flaky. For a 
special occasion such as Thanksgiving a 
good cook would never think of using that 
stuff called "Crisco" in their pies.  
 This year I have decided that when 
the holidays are over I will attempt to 
record some of the stories of my holiday 
treasures and recipes. Perhaps I can do a 
little each year as I pack them away and 
the future generations will know their 
stories. Care to join me in memory writing?  
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Daniel Remsen Norton, continued      
 
 Some of you may have heard the story 
about how Dan and Rachel met, but for 
those who haven’t; they both attended 
school at Antioch College in Ohio.  It was a 
work-study college that required 5 years for 
a bachelor’s degree.  Dan’s and Rachel’s 
brothers introduced them their freshman 
year.  The College had rules against 
students being married, so they graduated 
and two hours later they were married.  
Dan graduated with a degree in Chemistry 
and Rachel in Accounting, Sociology, and 
Economics.   
 
After college Dan worked as a chemist at 
Princeton University on the Manhattan 
Project.   His work was in purifying and 
analyzing uranium and its compounds.  
This was a very top-secret project, for the 
development of the atomic bomb.   During 
this time Dan was drafted into the Army.  
He said that basic training in Louisiana was 
challenging for him.  Dan spent time in the 
Pacific Ocean at Bikini Atoll for Atomic 
Bomb Tests. 
 
During this time Rachel was working for 
the Office of Population Research at 
Princeton.  They were trying to determine 
what the population of the US would be in 
1984.   
 
Their first child Frances was born in 1946 
and died in July 2005 next came Charles in 
1949 and last Arthur in 1952.   
 
Dan finished his graduate and doctorate 
degrees at Princeton University in 1948.  
Einstein was there during the time Dan 
was studying there.  He became an 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry at 
George Washington University for one 
year. 
He then took a position with the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Washington, DC. 
 
The family moved to Williamstown, 
Massachusetts where Dan worked for 

Sprague Electric Company until 1971.  Dan 
was a research Chemist, working on the 
technology for computer chips.  They made 
the move to Colorado in 1971 where Dan 
returned to work for the U.S. Geological 
Survey at the Federal Center in Denver. 
 
After he retired in 1983, he and Rachel 
worked on projects in Yellowstone National 
Park.  Dan set up conferences for 
scientists studying volcanic eruptions in the 
park, and Rachel was the accountant and 
social director.  This work was done thru 
the U.S. Geological Survey, where Dan 
was a Scientist Emeritus.   
 
Dan and Rachel have 6 grandchildren.  
Daniel (Frances’ son), Alec, Rachel, and 
Sarah (Charles’s triplets), and Lee and 
Emily (Arthur’s children). 
 
When I asked Dan how long genealogy 
had been a hobby, he said that he would 
not consider it a hobby.  He said that he 
was the inheritor of all the family records 
and that was how me got interested in 
family history. 
 
Written by Randi Marcos 
 
 

Library Display- Last Call 
 

Don’t forget our society is responsible for 
the February 2007 display at the 
Evergreen Library.  Chairwomen Kathy 
Kreiger and Wanda Schneider are looking 
for old valentines, post cards, clothes, 
games and wedding portraits.  Bring them 
to the next meeting.   
   
 

Treats 
 

November – Ed/Jean Robertson and 
Wanda Schneider 
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Finding Obituaries - Part 1 
by Grant Merrill, MGS 

 
There are some very valuable 

obituary resources on the web.  I'd like to 
explore two of the most useful in this 
article.   

The first great source is available 
through the Jefferson County Library 
website at http://jefferson.lib.co.us.  Select 
"Research Tools" on the opening page.  
Then select "Subscription Databases A-Z."  
This will take you to a list of databases 
available to Jefferson County Library 
cardholders.  Many of these databases are 
of value to genealogists, but let's 
concentrate on one for now.  Page down 
and select "America's Obituaries and 
Death Notices."  This will take you to a 
login screen where you'll be asked for your 
name and the numerical portion only of the 
barcode on your library card.  After 
entering this info, you'll be directed to the 
opening screen of the NewsBank, Inc. 
database "America's Obituaries & Death 
Notices."  For the rest of this article, I'll 
refer to this source as America's Obits. 

If this is your first visit to America's 
Obits, I'd suggest checking out the info on 
the opening screen first.  At the time of 
writing, there were some 734 contributing 
publications (new ones are periodically 
added).  Near the top of the page is a 
selectable "See a List" which will take you 
to a full list of these publications and the 
date range for each of them. 

Now, let's return to the database-
opening screen and try a search.  One of 
the names I've been researching is 
Patnode.  Note that you can search by 
"Name of Deceased" or by "Obituary Text."  
You can insert one or more keywords in 
"Obituary Text" to broaden or narrow your 
search.  In addition, you can limit the 
search by date.  Entering "Patnode" in the 
"Name of Deceased" box brings up 216 
entries.  Entering "Patnode" in the 
"Obituary Text" box (with no entry in 
"Name of Deceased") brings up 853 
entries!  The point is that there's an 

incredible amount of info available even for 
uncommon surnames.  By the way "Smith" 
brings up 248,905 and 1,084,882 entries 
respectively! 

Returning to the database-opening 
screen, note that you can also limit your 
search by 9 geographic regions or by 
individual state.  By picking a region or 
state, you can also search on one or more 
individual newspapers.  These flexible 
search capabilities are what make this 
database so valuable.  The complaint has 
been made that since the database is 
limited to fairly recent dates for many of the 
source publications, it's of limited use.  
Obviously it would be great to have the full 
runs of all the publications available, but 
that won't happen soon.  What is important 
is the fact that there's a tremendous 
amount of searchable data already out 
there (and it's free to library cardholders!). 

Let's move on to another great 
Internet source at http://www.legacy.com.  
This site, while overall not as valuable as 
America's Obits, has some attractions of its 
own.  The first thing to note is that you can 
search by first (optional) and last name or 
(by using the Advanced Search feature) 
search using keywords.  You can also limit 
your search by geographic region and/or 
by date (again using the Advanced Search 
feature).  Legacy.com offers some features 
not available on America's Obits.  The 
source publications include some 
Canadian newspapers, as well as some 
United States newspapers not available on 
America's Obits.  Selecting an entry will 
take you to the newspaper site, which often 
shows a picture with the obit (America's 
Obits is text only).  For this reason I'll 
usually pull up the same obit on both sites 
if it's available on both.  One feature not to 
be overlooked on the Legacy.com site is 
the Guest Book feature.  This contains 
email messages of sympathy and often 
provides clues to family relationships not 
contained in the obit itself.   
 
Continued on Page 5 
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Also note that many of the Legacy.com 
obits are free only for 30 days or so, 
depending on the policy of the individual 
newspaper.  It's necessary, therefore, to 
check the site every 30 days to avoid 
having to pay for an obit (the current fee for 
archived obits is $2.95 and is payable 
online). 

Both these sites will keep you busy 
for a while.  Happy hunting! 

 
 

Travels  
by Woody Hardman 

 
Please welcome back the absentee 
Program Chairmen.   We appreciate all the 
support provided during our absence and 
never doubted that everything would go 
fine.   John Mears told us this week that he 
enjoyed very much talking to the club at 
the June meeting.   Sherrill and Randi have 
graciously kept us informed of the 
happenings and the planning for the new 
season. 
 
We had a wonderful time in Nauvoo.  While 
our mission there was primarily to serve as 
ordinance workers in the restored Nauvoo 
Temple, we did have some spare time and 
put it to good use doing some on-sight 
genealogy.  
 
First of all, we volunteered to serve at the 
Family History Center on Monday 
mornings once we had completed the 6 
weeks of making a routine trip to Quincy 
each morning for Ruthie’s radiation 
treatments.   The FHC in Nauvoo is neat in 
that they have on permanent loan all of the 
microfilm and fiche related to the early 
history of Nauvoo.  That coupled with the 
availability of land records at the nearby 
courthouse in Carthage Illinois made it very 
convenient to research our family histories 
in that area.  The history of Nauvoo is dear 
to us as we both had ancestors who were 
there in the 1840’s.  This was a time when 
Nauvoo was being developed as a 
gathering place for the Mormon converts 

coming in from England to join those 
members who had been brutally driven out 
of Missouri during the late 1830’s under an 
Extermination Order issued by the 
Governor of Missouri.  Nauvoo was 
developed in the swamps along the shores 
of the Mississippi River and eventually 
extended onto the bluffs to the east.   By 
1844, the population had grown to several 
thousand.   Nauvoo was actually the 
largest city in Illinois at its peak in about 
1846.   With the rapid growth of Nauvoo, 
the citizens of Illinois eventually began to 
fear the political clout that such a gathering 
would and was having.  These concerns 
lead to new persecution and the killing of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith in Carthage Jail.  
By 1846, as in Missouri earlier, because of 
their beliefs, the Mormons were again 
driven out of Illinois as their homes were 
being burned behind them.   Eventually, 
after much suffering and over a period of 
years they made their way to the west and 
settled Salt Lake City.  This migration is 
recognized in history as the largest mass 
exodus of a group of people in the 
country’s history and the trail they forged 
through relatively uncharted territory is 
known as the Mormon Trail throughout 
Iowa, Nebraska and Wyoming.  They 
become known as the Mormon Pioneers. 
 
Well, our histories are intimately tied to 
these early pioneers and it was very 
meaningful for us to live where they had 
lived, walk where they had walked, and to 
be able to worship where they worshiped.    
We experienced many wonderful events 
while living in Nauvoo for the past six 
months. 
 
With the information that was readily 
available at the Nauvoo Land and Record 
Office, it was possible to actually locate the 
land and/or lots where our ancestors had 
lived.    Richard and Margaret Hardman 
had a 1-acre lot, which we were able to 
locate precisely with the use of Google 
Earth and modern topographic maps.  
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Having found the location, I walked the 
property, which is now a vacant pasture.   
Continued from page 5 
 
 I asked myself “where would they have 
built a cabin on this location”?  Realizing 
that everyone has always needed water, I 
looked for the most logical place to dig a 
well.   I walked to the head of a small 
ravine which traversed the property and lo 
and behold, there was an old hand dug 
well which had been bricked up with stones 
and with a stone lid.  I tossed a stone in the 
well and heard a splash at a depth of about 
10 feet.  
 
Richard Hardman drowned in the 
Mississippi River leaving Margaret to fend 
for herself as the Mormon Saints were 
driven out of Nauvoo in 1846.   Her story 
from that point on is very sad and was a 
matter of detailed research while we were 
there in Nauvoo. 
 
Two other ancestors lived on the plains 
east of Nauvoo.  We were able to find their 
lands also and take some pictures of the 
present day beautiful wheat fields that 
occupies their farms today.   Through the 
use of Google Earth and my knowledge of 
the land survey systems, I was able to help 
two others of our friends similarly locate 
their ancestor’s lands.  It became common 
knowledge that I was the expert in this 
research.   At the same time, throughout 
the summer, Ruthie became the resident 
expert on PAF and research techniques.  
Everyone was calling us to help them in 
both regards. 
 
We enjoyed this experience very much and 
have many pictures to assemble as part of 
our diary of this wonderful time in our lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Party 2006 
 

December 10, 2006 Sunday 4:30 pm at 
Dale Devine’s, 7026 S. Blue Creek Road, 
Evergreen, Colorado 
 
Please bring a dish to share (appetizer, 
side dish or desert), meat and drinks will 
be provided. 
 
Bring a wrapped gift for you (and one for 
your spouse or friend) to exchange - $5.00 
limit per gift.  No name on the outside but 
put your name inside your gift, please. 
 
RSVP to Faye Hess by December 2 
303-674-3458 
 
Directions:  South from Evergreen, go 
about ½ mile on Hwy 73 to Brook Forest 
and go right about 2 ½ miles.  Blue Creek 
is the first left.  About ½ miles, go left on 
Blue Creek Road (before the sign) 
 
North from Conifer, turn left at the large 
yellow house (corner of Blue Creek) and 
continue 3-4 miles to the sign “Estates at 
Blue Creek”. 
 
Continue up past the “cabins” and into the 
area of newer homes.  Once you make the 
turn up the hill, Dale’s house is the 4th 
driveway, 5th house on the left.  End of the 
cul de sac is 1 house too far!! 
 

 
 

2007 MGS Membership Form 
 
Due to technical difficulties the 
Membership Form will come as a separate 
document from this newsletter.  Forms will 
also be available at upcoming meetings. 

 
 
 
 


