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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 6:30-8:30 PM 

                  (Note new times) 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2010 MGS Officers 
President:                             Randi Marcos 
Program Chair:                     Marjorie Clinton  
Treasurer:                             Amy Norton 
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 
September 9: Jean Robertson and Jean Lambert 
October 14:  Marge Clinton and Ed Work 
 

Summer Picnic 
We want to extend a special thank you to Denny 
and Nanci Markusson for  hosting the picnic again 
this year.   They have done this as long as anyone 
can remember.  It is always a lovely time and 
again was enjoyed by all. 

 

Scheduled Speakers 
Thursday September 9; 

Tracing Your Ancestor's Footsteps 

 

Preview by Nanci Markusson 

 

Tracing Your Ancestor's Footsteps will be the 

topic when Marylee Hagen speaks to our 

genealogy group in September.  She shows 

how she found her ancestor's homelands and 

her mother's family from Abeydorney, 

County Kerry Ireland.  She will take these 

three great-grandparents across the ocean to 

the different places in the United States.  She 

also takes her grandfather from Norway to 

where he settled in the United States.  She 

found her mother's living Lovett relatives in 

County Kerry, Tralee, Ireland in 2006, and 

got to meet them.  Marylee became interested 

in genealogy when she looked at her sister's 

book put out by a few small towns in South 

Dakota in celebration of their centennial.  In it 

were pictures and articles about her relatives.  

After that genealogy became an addiction.  In 

her program she will tell all the things she did 

here in the United States (preparation) and tell 

and show her experiences in researching 

Ireland.  She got to see the homelands of three 

great-grandparents in County Kerry. 

 

 Marylee was born and grew up in 

Huron, South Dakota.  She has a BA and MA 

in Education from the University of Northern 

Colorado in Greeley.  She lives in Centennial 

and has her own private Tutoring business for 

students with learning disabilities and special 

needs. 

 

 Marylee has been doing Irish and 

Norwegian genealogy for 14 years.  She has 

traveled and researched in Ireland and 

Norway.  She is now working on the part of 

her heritage that is one-fourth mixture of 

English and French-Canadian.  Marylee 

belongs to W.I.S.E. Family History Society, 

Columbine Genealogical and Historical 

Society, Colorado Genealogical Society, and 

several historical societies in South Dakota 

and Minnesota. 
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 She is coordinator for Norwegian 

Genealogy and Adopt a School Program 

which is sponsored by her Sons of Norway 

Lodge.  Over the past several years she had 

given many programs for adults and students. 

 

Thursday October 14: 

The Immigrant Experience will be 

presented by Lou-Jean Rhen. 

 
EMIGRANTS AND EXILES:  

IRELAND AND THE IRISH EXODUS TO 
NORTH AMERICA 

                                                                                    
Review by Nanci Markusson 
 
 I’ve heard it said that just about 
everyone in the United States can find an 
Irish ancestor on their family tree if they 
shake it hard enough.  They came for 
political or economic reasons and 
according to Kerby Miller, in his book 
Emigrants and exiles: Ireland and the 
Irish Exodus to North America, the 
majority of the Irish emigrants to the new 
world considered themselves exiles.  
From the early seventeenth century until 
1921 about seven million Irish immigrated 
to North America.  Why did they come?  
Changes in Ireland, mainly 
commercialization of agriculture, decline 
of rural industry and Anglicization of the 
Irish culture, displaced many individuals 
and families leading them to emigrate. 
 
 Even though the Anglo-Normans 
conquered most of Ireland in the twelfth 
century, the conquerors were either 
absorbed into the Irish (Gaelic) culture or 
returned to England.  In the 1500s the 
English again asserted their power.  The 
old Gaelic traditions were suppressed 
and English ones forced on the 
inhabitants.  James I confiscated much of 
the land and settled British Protestants on 
it.  This was known as the Plantation 
system. 
 
 The first wave of Irish emigrants, 
some 50,000 to 100,000, came to 

America in the early 1600s.  About three-
fourths of the emigrants were Catholic 
and the rest were probably Anglican.  
Most of the Catholics came as indentured 
servants and were traded in most of the 
mainland colonies.   
 
 After putting down the Catholic 
insurrection in 1651 the English 
government transported hundreds of Irish 
Catholics as slaves to Virginia and the 
West Indies.  At this time they also settled 
Protestants in Ulster (Northern Ireland).  
These peoples included Lowland Scots, 
English, Welsh and Huguenots.  Ironically 
the Lowland Scots had been displaced 
from their own lands in Scotland by 
commercialization, enclosure and 
consolidation.  They were also 
Presbyterians and hostile to the Church 
of Ireland (Anglo). 
  
          In the last decades of the 1600s 
and until 1776 most of the emigrants to 
North America were Irish Protestants and 
70% or 200,000 of them were the 
Presbyterians (Scots) from Ulster.  When 
they had moved from Scotland to Ireland 
they had been given generous leases.  
As their leases ran out, the rents became 
higher and religious persecution began.  
So they immigrated to the New World.  
Only one-fourth of the emigrants were 
Anglicans.  The Anglicans number was 
low because in Ireland they controlled the 
church, and had a near monopoly on 
landownership, political offices, military 
commissions, entry to the professions 
and higher education.  The Anglicans and 
Catholics tended to emigrate as 
individuals.  However, early on the 
Dissenters (Protestants other than 
Anglican) moved in communal and family 
networks.  After 1730 most of the 
emigrants were from the lower classes 
and they came as either indentured 
servants or redemptioners.  Indentured 
servants belonged to the ship captain 
while redemptioners could repay the 
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passage money shortly after arriving in 
America. 
 
 From 1783 to 1814, 100,000 to 
150,000 emigrants crossed the Atlantic.  
It was now harder because the American 
Revolution had disrupted the old 
channels of Irish-American trade.  The 
trade for indentured servants virtually 
disappeared because American courts 
sometimes refused to enforce contracts 
of indenture.  Of those leaving, two-thirds 
were Presbyterians from Ulster.  The 
Catholics were less motivated to emigrate 
because their old culture was inherently 
tied to Ireland while the Protestants’ 
identity was linked to a religious ideal 
which could be transferred to another 
land. 
 
 In the pre-famine years (1815-
1844) 800,000 to one million Irish 
emigrated.  This was a sign of the Irish 
economic crisis after the Napoleonic 
Wars which led the Irish to a choice 
between emigration and bare 
subsistence.  Members of secret societies 
who practiced violence and rioting had to 
take refuge in the New World as did their 
victims.  Originally these emigrants were 
affluent Protestant farmers but by the 
1840’s they had become poor and 
Catholic. 
 
 The wave of emigration we are 
most familiar with involves the victims of 
the Great Famine.  In 1845 the potato 
blight hit.  There had been failures of 
potato harvests before but not one that 
encompassed all of Ireland and for many 
years in a row.  Potatoes were the only 
food for most of Ireland’s inhabitants.  
Between 1845 and 1855 famine struck, 
killing a million people and causing 1.8 
million to immigrate to North America.  
The potato blight was unavoidable but the 
Great Famine was the result of Ireland’s 
inequitable social system.  
 

 During this period about one-fourth 
of Ireland’s population or 2.1 million 
people left Ireland.  Of those, 1.5 million 
sailed to the United States.  The famine 
emigrants were usually poorer and less 
skilled than those who had come earlier.  
Many died at sea.  Most of those who 
arrived at their destination were in bad 
health, suffering from malnutrition.  While 
earlier emigrants came for independence 
and opportunity the famine emigrants 
came to survive.  The majority of the 
emigrants were Gaelic in character and 
Irish-speaking with ninety per cent being 
Catholic.  A greater number now traveled 
in family groups.  
 
 Between 1858 and 1921 about 3.5 
million Irish came to America, more than 
had emigrated in the previous two and a 
half centuries.  This last great wave of 
emigration left Ireland principally because 
of changing economic conditions, social 
structures, and cultural patterns.  These 
predominantly Catholic, Irish-speaking 
emigrants were more impoverished than 
pre-famine emigrants, possessed fewer 
skills, and had less money.  Now they 
were younger (between 1901 and 1910 
over one half were under 24 years of age) 
and likely to be female and unmarried.  It 
became easier to emigrate because of 
the advertising of the steamship lines as 
well as the American and Canadian 
railroads and land companies need for 
labor and settlers.  With each economic 
depression a new wave of bankrupt and 
evicted Irish farmers would emigrate. 
 
 Emigration out of Ireland went from 
a trickle of hundreds in the 1600s to a 
tidal wave of millions in the 19th century 
as the old Gaelic culture began changing 
and modernizing.  Emigration became a 
way of life in Ireland. 
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President’s Corner September 2010 
        Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 
 

 After this column  I only have one more 
Presidents Letter to write – YEAH!  I have 
really enjoyed my almost 4 years as 
President of the Mountain Genealogist 
Society.  Having just revised the Bylaws 
you all must know that the term limit for 
President is 2 terms.  So now the 
Nominating Committee is searching for 
someone that will take over.   Please 
consider this opportunity.  Feel free to call 
me to find out more about presidential 
duties. 
 
During the past 6 months I’ve noticed that 
our meetings have been getting over  
past 9 pm by the time all the chairs and 
refreshments are put away.   I would like 
to try a new and different sequence for 
starting the meeting.  I’d like to begin with 
refreshments from 6:30 – 7:00 pm.  That 
allows for a little more time to socialize 
and for the speaker to get set up.  Then 
begin the business meeting at 7 and end 
no later than 7:25.  The speaker starts 
right at 7:30 and ends roughly at 8:30.  
Hopefully this gets everyone headed 
home no later than 8:45.   In November 
I’ll ask your opinion on how you like it.  
And we can always go back to the old 
way. 
 
This summer I was preparing a wedding 
present for my niece and her husband.  
The gift was a quilt made by my maternal 
Great Grandmother. Her name was 
Fredrica Harris Deyo Stouffer.  The first 
thing I had to do was find out how to spell 
her first name.  It was written Frederica 
as often as it was Fredrica.  Her birth, 
marriage(s) and death certificates all 
have it as Fredrica (although the clerks 
who filed the marriage certificates all 
spelled it wrong.    I wanted to include a 
pedigree chart, birth, marriage and death 
certificates, as well as personal 
information I could find about her.  Prior 
to this I knew her birth, death and 

marriage information but didn’t know 
much beyond that.  So I started by 
emailing her living grandchildren (my 
Mother included) and asked them to send 
me any information, and recollections that 
they would like to share with me.  I hit the 
jack pot when one of my cousins said he 
had a handwritten letter that she had 
written in 1901.  She was 20 years old, 
had a 1 year old son and she was 
traveling from rural Illinois to the 
Oklahoma Territories to meet her 
husband and help his Uncle.  The Uncle 
was a missionary in “Indian Territory”.  
The letter is 12 handwritten pages long 
and has wonderful stories about how they 
lived during their time there.  She tells 
one story about taking the train with their 
one year old child and him throwing her 
purse out the train window while it was 
moving.  They stopped the train to look 
for it but never found it.   
 
I don’t think I would have ever found out 
this information if I hadn’t been looking for 
information for this wedding present.  
Leave no stone unturned. 

 

MGS Bylaws Revisions 

 
In January the MGS Board made the 
decision to review and make changes to 
the Societies bylaws.  This had not been 
done since the club was formed in 1995.  
With help from the Federal of Genealogist 
Societies, the revisions were reviewed at 
the June 12 meeting.  The revisions now 
must be voted on by a two-thirds vote of 
the membership.  That means we need 
23 voting members to be at the meeting 
on September 9th.    Thanks for all the 
extra time and effort put in by the MGS 
Board Members (Marge Clinton, Bob 
Jennings, Ruth and Woody Hardman, 
and Amy Norton.  In addition MGS 
members Nanci Markusson and Ed 
Dickhoff for their input and time in 
updating the Bylaws. 
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Featured Member 

 
.  Sorry, we have no featured member 
this month.   We will be asking members 
who have not been highlighted in the 
newsletter to write up what you would like 
the club to know about you.  The article 
should be about your background with 
emphasis on how you became interested 
in Family History.   Submit your write-up 
to the editors and we will make certain 
your bragging rights are exercised in a 
timely manner. 

 

Obituary Project Update 
The light at the end of the tunnel is finally 
clear and bright.  All extracted and input 
obituaries for the HTT are complete thru 
2007.  By "completed" is meant  the obits 
have also been photographed and attached 
to each obituary and the final pages are 
printed and ready for the library.  For the  
year 2008 which will finish the project,  two 
of the three books are complete everything 
is complete except attaching the photo's and 
printing.  Wanda Schneider has kept 2009-
2010 current.   All members of the club who 
have assisted in this great humanitarian 
effort are to be thanked.   With final 
bookkeeping pending, we have completed 
1424 CC  and 1295 HTT obits for a grand 
total of 2719.      

    
Friday Family Finders Fall 2010 

 
If you haven’t joined us for FFFF – the 
last F is for Fun.  It is very casual and 
meant to be used by members to get help 
in their research efforts.    Now that we 
have access to internet at the Church of 
the Hills we have used the Web to search 
genealogy websites.  We start at 9:30 
and end by Noon, come late and leave 
early if you need to. 
September 24 and October 29, 2010 are 
the next meeting dates. 

 
 

               

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS 
AT REGIONAL ARCHIVES 

 
The National Archives and Records 
Administration – Rocky Mountain Region 
is again offering workshops for 
genealogists.  The workshops will be held 
in the training room of our facility, located 
in Bldg 48 of the Denver Federal Center, 
6th Ave and Kipling Streets in Lakewood.  
Please note that this is our main building, 
not at our second location, where 
microfilm research is done.  Fees are 
$10.00 per class.  Prior registration is 
necessary for all classes and must 
include payment of fees.  Checks, made 
payable to the National Archives Trust 
Fund, should be sent to the NARA-Rocky 
Mountain Region, P.O. Box 25307, 
Denver, CO 80225.  Please include your 
address and phone number and indicate 
the sessions desired.  Fees will not be 
refunded unless a scheduled class is full 
or canceled.  Workshops are limited to 
the first 25 registrants. Questions 
regarding the workshops can be directed 
to the regional archives staff, (303) 407-
5740, Monday – Friday 7:30 am – 4 pm.  
The workshop schedule is: 
 
Monday, September 20 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm “Genealogical 
Research Using Census Records” 
presented by Kathy Anderson, Archives 
Technician 
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm “Non-Census 
Research at the National Archives in 
Denver” presented by Rick Martinez, 
Archives Specialist 
 
Tuesday, September 21 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm “Anchors Aweigh! An 
Introduction to Immigration and 
Passenger Lists at the National Archives” 
presented by Stephanie Weaver, 
Archives Technician 
 
Wednesday, September 22 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm “Accessing Military 
Records: An Introduction to locating and 
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requesting Copies of Military Service 
Records through the National Archives 
and Records Administration” presented 
by David Miller, Archivist 
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm “Using Bureau of 
Indian Affairs Records to Trace Your 
Native American Ancestry” presented by 
Eric Bittner, Archivist      
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Colorado<info@jgsco.org> 

 
 Steve Morse Seminar Oct. 10th Denver 

Morse’s four lectures will cover effective 
search techniques for passenger records; 
U.S. Census and Soundex strategies 
including street name changes and 
enumeration district finders; Canadian 
and British Census; vital records; New 
York State Census, naturalizations, 
incarceration records and more! 

A box sandwich lunch with a side salad 
and cookies is included in the all-day 
admission price. Beverages, bottled water 
and snacks will also be available 
throughout the day.  

RSVP and payment must be received by 
October 1st, 2010. No walk-ins will be 
allowed.   Payment can be mailed to the 
address on the flyer or accepted online 
using PayPal at www.jgsco.org/become-
a-member.html.  

If using PayPal, click on the dropdown 
box to select a payment option of either 
the Stephen Morse Seminar JGSCO 
Member Rate of $18 or Stephen Morse 
Seminar Non-Member Rate of $40. Then 
on the PayPal Payment Review Page, 
click on “Special Instruction to Merchant” 
and write in your choice of turkey, 
pastrami, tuna, egg salad, or garden 
veggie sandwich. 

www.JGSCO.org    info@jgsco.org 

 

Swedish Genealogical Society of 
Colorado  
Swedish Family Research Fair  

 
Saturday, October 23, 2010  
8:30 am to 4:30 pm  
Community College of Aurora  
CentreTech Campus – Fine Arts Building  
Free parking 
 

 

Mountain Genealogy Society 
 

Minutes for June 10, 2010 
 

 President Randi Marcos called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 Randi discussed the changes 
suggested by the executive board and 
the FGS.  Two additional changes 
were made at the meeting clarifying 
the 2/3 majority vote in Article XIII and 
a grammatical change in Article lll. 

 Secretary Bob Jennings read the 
minutes from the May 13, 2010 
meeting. 

 Amy Norton presented the Treasurer’s 
report indicating that the club had a 
balance of $1080.54. 

 Marge Clinton gave the program 
report.  Four people have indicated 
that they would like to take the tour of 
the Evergreen Cemetery.  The 
Summer picnic will be held on August 
15, 2010 at the Markusson’s home. 
Invitations will be sent out around 
August 1.  The September, 2010 
meeting has scheduled Mary Hagen 
who will speak on researching Ireland. 

 Ruth and Woody will put out a 
summer edition of the newsletter 
highlighting genealogical research 
techniques.  The deadline for the 
September newsletter is August 15. 

 Randi introduced the Nominating 
Committee:   Bob and Sheryl Kurtz 
and Pat Bishop. 

 Randi thanked  Michael Stills and Bob 
and Sylvia Robertson for this 
evenings ice cream social treats.  The 
sign-up sheet for treats meetings 

mailto:info@jgsco.org
http://www.jgsco.org/become-a-member.html
http://www.jgsco.org/become-a-member.html
http://www.jgsco.org/
mailto:info@jgsco.org
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starting in September was passed 
among the members. 

 FFF will be held on June 25th, July 
30th and August 27th during the 
summer.  Randi will send an email 
reminder to club members.  The May 
Friday Family Finders accomplished a 
great deal although it was a small 
group. 

 The obituary project is done with just 
15 books of the HTT left to input.   

 The Denver Public Library will host 
Speaker Tom Jones at an all day 
seminar on September 25th. 

 The Jefferson County Historical 
Society will hold a fund-raiser selling 
peaches in order to digitalize and  
categorize over six thousand photos 
from the office of the Hiwan 
Homestead Museum. 

 The Federation of Genealogical 
Societies will hold their seminar in 
Knoxville, TN August 18-21, 2010. 

 The Colorado Family History Expo will 
be held in Loveland, CO June 25-26, 
2010. 

 The Conifer Historical Society and the 
Norman Meyer family will hold a 
feasibility study for establishing a 
museum at the Meyer family home 
site. Gift donations are being 
accepted.  Details are on a flyer at the 
back table. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Bob Jennings, secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Iowa Genweb site. 

"The Chosen" 
 

We are the chosen. 
In each family there is one who seems 

called to find the ancestors. To put flesh 
on their bones and make them live again. 

To tell the family story and to feel that 
somehow they know and approve. Doing 
genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts 

but, instead, breathing life into all who 
have gone before. We are the story 

tellers of the tribe. All tribes have one. We 
have been called, as it were, by our 

genes. 
 

Those who have gone before cry out to 
us: Tell our story. So, we do. 

In finding them, we somehow find 
ourselves. How many graves have I stood 
before now and cried? I have lost count. 

How many times have I told the 
ancestors, "You have a wonderful family; 

you would be proud of us." 
How many times have I walked up to a 
grave and felt somehow there was love 

there for me? I cannot say. 
It goes beyond just documenting facts. It 
goes to who I am, and why I do the things 
I do. It goes to seeing a cemetery about 

to be lost forever to weeds and 
indifference and saying - I can't let this 

happen. The bones here are bones of my 
bone and flesh of my flesh. It goes to 

doing something about it. It goes to pride 
in what our ancestors were able to 

accomplish. How they contributed to what 
we are today. It goes to respecting their 
hardships and losses, their never giving 

in or giving up, their resoluteness to go on 
and build a life for their family. 

It goes to deep pride that the fathers 
fought and some died to make and keep 

us a nation. It goes to a deep and 
immense understanding that they were 

doing it for us. It is of equal pride and love 
that our mothers struggled to give us 
birth, without them we could not exist, 

and so we love each one, as far back as 
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we can reach. That we might be born who 
we are. That we might remember them. 

So we do. With love and caring and 
scribing each fact of their existence, 

because we are they and they are the 
sum of who we are. So, as a scribe 
called, I tell the story of my family. 

It is up to that one called in the next 
generation to answer the call and take my 
place in the long line of family storytellers. 

That is why I do my family genealogy, 
and that is what calls those young and old 

to step up and restore the memory or 
greet those who we had never known 

before." 
 

by Della M. Cummings Wright; Rewritten 
by her granddaughter Dell Jo Ann 

McGinnis Johnson; Edited and Reworded 
by Tom Dunn, 1943." 

 

 

You Know You’re an Addicted 
Genealogist 

…when you brake for libraries. 

…if you get locked in a library overnight 
and you never even notice 
…when you hyperventilate at the sight of 
an old cemetery 
…if you’d rather browse in a cemetery 
than a shopping mall 
…when you think every home should 
have a microfilm reader 
…if you’d rather read census schedules 
than a good book 
…when you know every town clerk in 
your state by name 
…when you’re more interested in what 
happened in 1697 than 1997 
…if you store your clothes under the bed 
and your closet is carefully stacked with 
notebooks and journals 
…if you can pinpoint Harrietsham, 
Hawkhurst, and Kent on a map of 
England, but can’t locate Topeka, Kansas 
…when all your correspondence begins 
with “Dear Cousin” 

…if you’ve traced every one of your 
ancestral lines back to Adam and Eve, 
have it all fully documented, and still don’t 
want to quit. 
 
Anonymous Author 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 


