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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 6:30-8:30 PM                
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2010 MGS Officers 
President:                             Randi Marcos 
Program Chair:                     Marjorie Clinton  
Treasurer:                             Amy Norton 
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 
November 11: Bob Jennings and Ann Gerteis 
December 12: Christmas party 
 

Christmas  Party 
The Party will be at Dale Devine's house again 
this year on Dec 12, 2010 at 4 PM.  See attached 
flyer for details..  We appreciate Dale's willingness 
to host this popular get together again.   

 

Scheduled Speakers 
Thursday November 11: 

 

Hey Hey Hey!  we are going to have our 

own ANTIQUE ROADSHOW.  This will 

be our program for November.  A show 

and tell.  Each member is asked to bring  
an object or document that has to do with 

your ancestors.  Each person will have 3 

minutes to tell where the object or 

document came from, what they know 

about it and how it has been helpful in 

their research. If there is additional time, 

each of us  can share a breakthrough we 

have had - either online or onsite.  For 

example;  visiting a cemetery or a county 

library or finding a distant cousin. Please 

use your creativity - the most important 

thing is to share something that would be 

of interest or helpful to others and possibly 

lead them to their own discovery. 

 

December program:   Christmas Party 

 

    Friday Family Finders Fall 2010 
There will be no FFF in November or 
December due to the busyness of the 
holidays.  The next meeting will be Jan 
28, 2011. 
 
Other club meetings that may be of interest  

   

Tuesday, Nov 16, 2010  

 ‘Reference Books Every 

Genealogist Needs to Use’ – 

Bette Kot 

 Columbine Genealogical 

Society – 1-3 PM 
http//www.columbinegenealogy.com/ 

  

Saturday, Dec 4, 2010  

 ‘Oscar Wilde – 

Reflections on Aesthetics & 

America’ – Ed Cord 

 WISE – 1-3 PM 
 http://www.wise-fhs.org/ 
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Tuesday, Dec 7, 2010 

    ’Fast, Cheap and Easy – 

getting your slides to 

digital’–Gary & Nancy Ratay    

Boulder Genealogical Society – 

7:30-9:30 PM 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bgs/ 

 

Monday, January 10, 2011 

 ‘Genealogy Treasures on 

the DPL I Drive’ – James 

Jeffery 

 CGS – Computer Interest 

Group – 7-9 PM 
 http://www.cogensoc.us/cigmain.htm 

 

Tuesday, January 11, 2011 

 ‘Google is not the Only 

Game in Town’ – Julie Miller 

 Columbine Genealogical 

Society – 1-3 PM 
 http//www.columbinegenealogy.com/ 

 

Saturday, January 22, 2011 

 ‘History of Celts and 

their Wedding Traditions’ –  

 WISE – 1-3 PM 
 http://www.wise-fhs.org/ 

 

 

 

President’s Corner November 2010 
      
          Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 
 

 It doesn‟t seem like it was 4 years ago 

that I first accepted the responsibility of 
being MGS President.  It has been great 
fun getting to know all the “old” and new 
members of the Society.  The MGS Board 
members and committee chairpersons 
have been such a support and with their 
help we have accomplished much in the 
last four years.  
 
The Library displays have been 
outstanding and allowed community 
members to see what we are about.  The 
Obituary Project is nearing its completion 
and I‟m glad to have been a part of that 

undertaking.  We all learned a lot from 
this project.   Almost all our members had 
some part in getting this completed, 
thanks to all of you for your time and 
hard work.  (Thanks to Wanda for 
bringing snacks to keep us going).  My 
estimate is that we spent 400 hours at 
the library extracting data and that 
doesn‟t include the time it took to input 
the data, nor the hours that Ruth 
Hardman spent combining the photo‟s 
and obituaries and printing the final 
documents.  Thank You  
 
Our Society is lucky to have members 
that continue to welcome all of us into 
their homes each year for the annual 
Picnic and Holiday Party.  Thank you to 
Nanci Markusson and Dale Devine for 
being so gracious. 
 
Updating the Bylaws was accomplished 
by many that read and re-read our 
updates/changes, and finally hours of 
formatting the final document was done 
by Amy Norton.  This update was the first 
one since the Society was organized in 
1995.   
 
I „m now looking forward to having time 
to work on my own family genealogy and 
just enjoying the meetings.   
 

 

MGS Bylaws Revisions 

 
The revised by-laws were presented to 
the club at the September 9, 2010 
meeting and a confirming vote was taken.  
Thanks again for all the extra time and 
effort put in by the MGS Board Members  

 
 

Featured Member 

            Dan and Rachel Norton 
.  We lost one our original members this 
month with the death of Rachel Norton.  
As our feature this month, we have the 
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following article based on an interview of 
Dan by Randi Marcos: 
 
Most of you know Dan and Rachel Norton 
from our MGS monthly meetings.  Rachel 
always had a welcoming smile and Dan 
always wants to know what family names 
you are researching.  I was lucky enough 
to interview them as our featured 
members for this month. 
 
Daniel Remsen Norton was born in 
Pound Brook, New Jersey and lived there 
through high school. His father Arie 
Randolph Norton was born in Colorado.   
 
Rachel Underhill Eastman was born in 
Springfield, OH.  One of Dan’s 
grandfathers was a lawyer in New York 
City, his last name was Smith.  There 
were so many lawyers in NYC named 
Smith that he had to change his name 
from Daniel Remsen Smith to Daniel 
Smith Remsen.  Dan’s mother was 
Frances Louise Remsen; she was born in 
New York. 
 
Some of you may have heard the story 
about how Dan and Rachel met, but for 
those who haven’t; they both attended 
school at Antioch College in Ohio.  It was 
a work-study college that required 5 years 
for a bachelor’s degree.  Dan’s and 
Rachel’s brothers introduced them their 
freshman year.  The College had rules 
against students being married, so they 
graduated and two hours later they were 
married.  Dan graduated with a degree in 
Chemistry and Rachel in Accounting, 
Sociology, and Economics.   
 
After college Dan worked as a chemist at 
Princeton University on the Manhattan 
Project.   His work involved purifying and 
analyzing uranium and its compounds.  
This was a very top-secret project, for the 
development of the atomic bomb.   During 
this time Dan was drafted into the Army.  
He said that basic training in Louisiana 
was challenging for him.  Dan spent time 

in the Pacific Ocean at Bikini Atoll for 
Atomic Bomb Tests. 
 
During this time Rachel was working for 
the Office of Population Research at 
Princeton.  They were trying to determine 
what the population of the US would be in 
1984.   
 
Their first child Frances was born in 1946 
(she died in July 2005), next came 
Charles in 1949 and last Arthur in 1952.   
 
Dan finished his graduate and doctorate 
degrees at Princeton University in 1948.  
Einstein was at Princeton during the time 
Dan was studying there.  Dan became an 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry at 
George Washington University for one 
year. He then took a position with the 
U.S. Geological Survey in Washington, 
DC. 
 
The family moved to Williamstown, 
Massachusetts where Dan worked for 
Sprague Electric Company until 1971.  
Dan was a research Chemist, working on 
the technology for computer chips.  They 
made the move to Colorado in 1971 
where Dan returned to work for the U.S. 
Geological Survey at the Federal Center 
in Denver. 
 
After he retired in 1983, he and Rachel 
worked on projects in Yellowstone 
National Park.  Dan set up conferences 
for scientists studying volcanic eruptions 
in the park, and Rachel was the 
accountant and social director.  This work 
was done thru the U.S. Geological 
Survey, where Dan was a Scientist 
Emeritus.   
 
Dan and Rachel have 6 grandchildren.  
Daniel (Frances’ son), Alec, Rachel, and 
Sarah (Charles’s triplets), and Lee and 
Emily (Arthur’s children). 
 
When I asked Dan how long genealogy 
had been a hobby, he said that he would 
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not consider it a hobby.  He said that he 
was the inheritor of all the family records 
and that was how he got interested in 
family history. 
 
Rachel's obituary is in the Canyon 
Courier Nov. 2, 2010.   A memorial 
service will be held at Mt. Vernon Country 
Club on Nov 14 at 4:00 pm. 

 

Obituary Project Update 
    
    The project of creating an index for 
the Canyon Courier and High Timber 
Times obituaries has been completed. 
 
Many of you are aware that the early 
Canyon Courier obituaries were indexed 
about 5 years ago by the club.  That effort 
included all obituaries from August 1958 
through December 1995.  A total of 2250 
obituaries were indexed.   
 
 In the current project, we picked up with 
January 1996 and have completed the 
indexing of 1665 Canyon Courier obits 
through September 2010.  
 
We then indexed  the obituaries from the 
HighTimber Times from January 1978 
through September 2010.  This was an 
additional 1398 obituaries.  So all together, 
in this current project we have completed 
3063 obituaries index summaries.  
 
 In addition to just indexing the obits, Excel 
spreadsheet files were created.  Copies of 
these individual files with prints of the actual 
obits were placed on the sheets and a nice 
copy was made.  These were placed in 3 
ring binders and have been delivered to the 
Jefferson County Library in Evergreen.  
There is one binder for each of the big 
books we worked from.  The Library already 
has the project in their system for use by the 
general public.     
 
Each Excel file for one obituary  was then 
transposed from a column format to a 

master spreadsheet where one obituary is 
runs across one row and there is one row for 
each of the 3063 obituaries.  In this format, 
sorting can be done on individual 
parameters such as age at death, cause of  
death, etc.  This has been  done and some 
very interesting demographic relationships 
are evident.  In this format the master file is 
ready for submission to Rootsweb or 
whoever we decide will provide the best 
exposure to the general public.  A 
subcommittee will be selected to oversee 
this aspect of the project. 
 
We  extend our appreciation to the staff at 
the Canyon Courier for their cooperation in 
giving us essentially open access to their 
inventory of past issues of their papers. 

 
              
GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS,  PROJECTS  
 

Research Classes Online  
The following list of classes are provided 
online by the Family History Library in 
Salt Lake City, Utah and other sponsors. 
Learn the basic methods and key 
resources to start your family history. 
    England Beginning Research  
    Germany Research  
    Ireland Research  
    Italy Research  
    New Zealand Research  
    Poland Research  
    Reading Handwritten records  

              www.familysearch.org 
 

Mountain Genealogy Society 
 

Minutes for Sept. 9, 2010 

 

 President Randi Marcos called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. following 
refreshments. 

 Randi asked members to name an Irish 
ancestor each was researching as the 
icebreaker. 

 Secretary Bob Jennings read the minutes 
for the June, 2010 meeting. 



 5 

 Treasurer Amy Norton read the 
treasurer’s report which indicated the 
current balance was $699.40. 

 Randi read the program report for Marge 
Clinton who was unable to attend.  The 
guest speaker for the October 14 meeting 
will be Lou Jean Rehn from DPL who will 
speak on “The Immigrant Experience.”  
The November speaker is to be 
announced later. 

 Ruth Hardman reported on the 
newsletter and asked members that have 
as yet been presented, to please turn in a 
biography and the newsletter will print 
them as they come in. 

 Ruth also reported on the Obituary 
project.  Between June 10th and July 15th 
members input extraction forms and took 
pictures from 15 books of the High 
Timber Times.  Ruth has spent the 
summer editing, matching photos and 
input forms and making copies for the 
Evergreen Public Library and has only 
two-thirds of the 2008 obituaries to 
complete.  Woody will then work on 
formatting the project that Rootsweb 
requires to put it on the web.  Over 2500 
obituaries have been included.  A big 
thanks to all that helped with the project. 

 The nominating committee, made up of 
Bob and Sheryl Kurtz and Pat Bishop, are 
still looking for nominees for club 
president.  Bob Jennings agreed to 
another term as secretary. 

 Randi thanked Jean Lambert and Jean 
Robertson for this evening’s treats.  New 
refreshment chairperson Trish Brown 
asked members to sign up for bringing 
treats during the upcoming year. 

 FFF will be held on September 24th.  Randi 
will send out a reminder the Monday 
before the Friday meeting. She would like 
to start by talking about members’ Irish 
research.  The meeting will start at 9:30 
a.m. at the church. 

 Randi thanked Nancy and Denny 
Markusson for hosting the summer 
picnic.   

 The club members voted on the 
suggested changes to the Club’s bylaws 
including a change in the word 
“meetings” from plural to singular in 
Article VII, section B, a last minute 
change. 

 Randi placed registration forms for a host 
of upcoming seminars on the back table 
for those who were interested. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Jennings, Secretary  
 

Mountain Genealogy Minutes 
For 

October 14, 2010 
 
 

 Marge Clinton called the meeting to 
order at 7 p.m. after treats had been 
served. 
 

 The ice breaker for the evening was to 
describe the immigration history of an 
ancestor. 

 

 Marge passed around a check list and 
envelope for donations for the Malcom 
Sternberg Nara Foundation. 

 

 Secretary Bob Jennings read the minutes 
for the September, 2010 meeting. 

 

 Amy Norton read the treasurer’s report.  
As of October 14 the club account had a 
balance of $726.94. 

 

 Marge read the program report.  Tim 
Ostwald will be the guest speaker for the 
November 11, 2010 meeting. He will 
speak on beginning German genealogical 
research.  Marge asked for suggestions 
from the club members for future 
speakers. 
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 Amy Norton read the newsletter report 
for Woody and Ruth Hardman who were 
unable to attend.  The deadline for items 
for the next newsletter is November 1. 

 

 The Nominating Committee, Pat Bishop 
and Bob & Sheryl Kurtz,  are still looking 
for a nominee for club president.  
Elections will be held in November. 

 

 Thanks to Ed Work and Marge Clinton for 
tonight’s treats. 

 

 FFF will be held October 29th from 9:30 
until noon.  Discussion will begin with 
Footnote.com. 

 

 No date has been selected as yet for the 
Holiday party in December.  The party 
will again be hosted by Dale Devine.  A 
reminder that there is a gift exchange.  A 
$5.00 limit on cost is requested.  Please  
try to make it genealogy or family history 
related. 

 

 Amy attended the recent Colorado 
Council of Genealogical Societies meeting 
for Randi who is out of town.  
Registration forms and information on 
upcoming seminars were placed on the 
back table. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Jennings, Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"They Came In Ships" 

      

     By John P. Colletta 
                  A book review by Nanci Markusson 

 After our ice breaker at the last 

meeting of “Can you name the ship 

your ancestor came to America in?” I 

wanted to let everyone know about this 

book.  It is a short 93 page book in 

which Colletta methodically shows a 

person how to find the boat their 

ancestor came to America on.  The 

wealth of material available on ship 

passenger lists are not located in one 

place so it takes a bit of detective work.  

Anyone arriving in this country 

between 1565 and 1954 had to come in 

a sailing vessel or steamship. 

 In 1819 Congress passed an act 

that required captains of vessels 

arriving at U.S. ports from foreign 

countries to submit a list of passengers 

to the Collector of Customs at the port 

of entry.  These passenger lists are at 

the National Archives.  However 

before 1819 passenger arrival 

information was handled by the 

individual colony, state or by the port 

city.  Many of these lists have been lost 

or scattered in museums, libraries or 

sometimes in private hands all over the 

United States.  Colletta lists indexes 

where you can begin your search.  You 

need to know your ancestors name, 

approximate age at arrival and 

approximate date of arrival.  If you 

know your ancestors port of arrival, 

nationality, or place of settlement, this 

will narrow down your search through 

the indexes.  

 The lists in the National 

Archives are divided into two groups:  

Customs Passenger Lists (1820 through 
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ca. 1891) and Immigration Passenger 

Lists (1891 through 1954).  The 

National Archives only has the lists 

that were turned over to them by the 

Customs Service and the Immigration 

and Naturalization Service when it was 

established in 1935, and some are 

missing.  The lists the National 

Archives have were indexed by WPA 

during the Depression so searching for 

a particular passenger is feasible. 

 Finding you ancestor in an index 

is step one.  Step two is using the 

reference  cited in the index to locate 

the published or microfilmed list.  Read 

the list line by line to find the name of 

your ancestor and double check that 

information with your ancestor’s 

information. 

 Colletta goes step by step in each 

of these three types of searches in 

indexes and shows the pit falls and 

problems you might encounter.  There 

is a ten page bibliography at the end. 

 This is an excellent book to 

begin your search for that allusive ship 

on which your ancestor arrived in the 

United States.  
         Genealogy Humor 
 
"Why waste your time and money 
researching your family tree?  Just go into 
politics and your opponents will do it for you 
free." 
Mark Twain 
 
"There is no King who has not had a slave 
among his ancestors, and no slave who has 
not had a King among his"   
Helen Keller 
 
Genealogy without documentation is 
Mythology!  (This is not humor, it is truth). 
 
 

Mountain Genealogical 
Society  

Annual Christmas Party 
 12 December 2010 

4:00 pm 
Bring a dish to share & a  

$5.00 “Genealogy Theme Gift” to give  

Wrap it with your name inside  

 

Meat and Beverages will be provided 

RSVP to Faye Hess @ 303-674-3458 

by December 3rd. 

Any questions please call Randi Marcos 

@ 303-679-6797 

Dale Devine’s Home & phone number 

303-670-2682 

7026 S Blue Creek Road 

Evergreen CO 

 

Turn off Hwy 73 at Brook Forest 

Drive, go 2.6 miles, turn left on to S. 

Blue Creek Rd., go 0.2 miles up the hill.  

Dale's home is on the left.  See you 

there!!!  Happy Holidays. 


