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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2010 MGS Officers 
President:                             Randi Marcos 
Program Chair:                  Marjorie Clinton 
Treasurer:                                Amy Norton 
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

Scheduled Speakers 
                                                   

                               March 11 
“Researching New England Towns” by Barb 
Brown   
 

Barb was born in Illinois and moved to California 
when she was three.  Her grandmother was a great 
story teller and Barb would ask her to tell her stories 
about when she was a little girl.  She always loved 
history in school.  In 1959 an aunt sent information to 
be in the DAR and Barb wanted to know how she 
found all that information.  When she pestered her 
mother about their ancestry she would always reply 
“as far back as we know we came on the Mayflower.”  

  
Barb Brown began doing genealogical research in 
1960 and sure enough she found a family history of 
an ancestor which showed she did indeed come 
down from three passengers on the Mayflower.  They 
were William Brewster, William White and Steven 
Hopkins.  She was in the Mayflower Society by 1967.  
At that time you could only count the men who signed 
the Mayflower Compact but it has now changed and 
you can count wives and children.  She was historian 
for the Mayflower Society for four years. Barb moved 
with her husband to Detroit where her two children 
grew up.  Then in 1990 she moved to Colorado to 
care for her new born grandson while his parents 

taught at Platte Canyon High School.  She was an 
early member of Mountain Genealogists Society and 
was our program chairman 1996 and 1997.   

  
                              see Book Review on Mayflower by Nanci Markussin           

following.  
Mayflower 

A Book review  
        by Nanci Markusson 

 
 The Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick was 
selected as one of the New York Times Book 
Review’s 10 best book of 2006.  The book begins 
not on the voyage of the Mayflower but twenty 
years earlier with William Bradford in northern 
England. At age 12 he joined the Separatists 
movement and they became known at the 
Puritans.  The book explains their beliefs very 
well.  The Puritans escaped England and Bradford 
was in Leiden, Holland by 1612.  The Puritans 
sold their homes in Leiden in the spring of 1620 
and prepared for their voyage to the new world.  
There were many delays; their first ship, the 
Speedwell, leaked and they had to return to port 
and then the winds didn’t cooperate.  But on 
September 6, 1620 the Mayflower finally set sail.  
It wasn’t until November 9, 1620, after 65 days at 
sea, that they saw land.  Instead of ending up on 
the Hudson River as intended, they landed at 
Cape Cod. 
 In his book Philbrick covers the Native 
population very well. He shows how they lived, 
thought, and gathered their food.  He tells of the 
Puritans exploring the coast and skirmishes with 
occasional Natives.  Where they decided to found 
Plymouth Plantation had, four years earlier, been 
a thriving community of between one thousand to 
two thousand Natives, but disease had brought 
this community to an end.  After erecting their fort 
and buildings they began to have chance 
encounters with the Natives which ended in 
establishing diplomatic relations.  Over the next 
year the Puritans explored more of the interior and 
became acquainted with the Natives and their way 
of life.  This culminated in a feast with the Natives 
that can be termed the first Thanksgiving. 
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 In the next 10 years the Puritans formed 
alliances with some Native tribes and fought with 
others.  This led to much unrest between the 
different tribes and between the Puritans and the 
different tribes.  In 1630 political conditions of 
religious intolerance in England caused 
approximately 1000 English nonconformists, three 
times the entire population of Plymouth, to be 
brought to the area of Boston.  Interestingly, the 
Puritans religious intolerance to anyone not 
believing exactly as they believed led to tension 
between them and the new groups. 
 As the population grew, the people of 
New England would buy more land from the 
Natives and form more towns.  The land was sold 
to colonial government not individuals.  The 
Indians had begun to regard English goods as 
essential, but now with the extinction of the 
beaver, a devaluation of wampum and the loss of 
their land, their future wasn’t looking good.  
 In 1662, a powerful sachem (leader) of 
the Natives became very sick after he had been 
brought to Plymouth and died when he returned 
home.  This put a young sachem named Phillip as   
leader of Natives.  By 1671 tensions between 
Phillip and Plymouth had become so bad that 
Phillip was preparing for war.  He was made to 
appear in Plymouth and sign a treaty in which he 
had to turn over all his weapons and pay tribute to 
the colony.  He had no alternative but to go to war 
but he had to convince many other tribes to go to 
war with him. 
 In 1675 Phillip’s tribe, the Pokanokets, 
was doing its’ war dances.  If the Indians were to 
be successful, the powwows said, the English 
must draw the first blood, thus the war began with 
a lot of vandalism – burning in houses and killing 
of livestock – by the Indians.  The Puritans met 
this by dehumanizing the Indians and not using 
diplomacy.  In other words, they assumed this 
was a racial struggle rather than a political one.  
Some of the Puritans and the other colonies of 
New England hoped this would not involve other 
Native tribes.  Even the other tribes looked on and 
hoped it was only a conflict between Plymouth 
and Phillip.  This did not happen.  All the other 
tribes became involved and either joined the 
Pokanokets by choice or were attacked by the 
English with no other choice but to join the fight 
against the English.  The winter was brutally cold 
and many soldiers died of exposure.  They didn’t 
have sufficient food supplies and the lowered 
morale of the soldiers led to desertions.  Before it 
was over in 1677 it involved New York, the French 
in Canada and the Indians that lived there.  This 
war exacted a toll on the population of both the 
Natives and the English.  During King Phillips 
War, Plymouth Colony lost 8% of its men while 
the Native Americans lost between 60 to 80 
percent of its population.  As the book cover says 

“The story of Plymouth Colony was a fifty-five year 
epic that began in peril and ended in war.  New 
England erupted into a bloody conflict that nearly 
wiped out the English colonists and natives alike”.  
Ironically, for a people, who left Europe in search 
of tolerance to worship the way they wanted, they 
sold at least a thousand Indians into slavery in the 
Caribbean during King Phillips War.  The crushing 
tax burden required to pay for the conflict stifled 
the region’s economy for the next hundred years.   
 This book did not deal in generalities but 
was complex as to which tribes the Puritans 
seemed to get along with and which tribes they 
fought with. King Phillips War was portrayed in 
great detail.  It is a book not to look for family 
trees but to get a feeling of what it was like to live 
during this time.  It does have a list of the 
passengers on the Mayflower and it does have 
wonderful maps.      

              
                                  Plans for the months ahead 
                                         

Gary Routh will Review book by Daniel Lynch “Google 
your Family Tree”   April 8th 
 
Evergreen and Evergreen Cemetery’ – with Hank Alderfer 
followed by Sat, June 10th – Evergreen Cemetery walk. 

 
‘Researching Ireland’ – how she found her ancestors’ 
homeland and her mother’s family in Ireland with Marylee 
Hagen.   

       As    
Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 
April      Shirley Schwein, Mary Miller 

 
     May     Pat Bishop, Jean Robertson 
 

    President’s Corner March 2010 
         

On behalf of our president, let me just remind the 
club of the great work Randi has done in keeping 
the activity level at a fast running pace.  She 
recently organized a review of the club by-laws by 
the Board to determine if any aspect needs to be 
updated to reflect the actual working style of the 
club today.  She has kept the momentum going on 
the Obit project with an extraction day in January 
at the library which was well attended, thanks to 
all.  Her unbounded energy and tireless effort on 
behalf of the club is greatly appreciated. 
 
It seems Randi has decided to take a little time off 
for a relaxing vacation to New Zealand.  We wish 
her well in her travels and trust we will see some 
nice photos upon her return.  Woody Hardman 
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Featured Member 
    

 Amy Noel Norton 

      
I came into this world under duress.  I was due on 
December 22nd and my mother threatened me with 
 “I will not be in the hospital over Christmas!”  So I 
listened and came a week early.  I was born on 
December 17th, 1965.  Due to the timing, I was given 
the middle name Noel, not christian, though 
appropriate for the season.  I was born in Grand 
Rapids, MI.  My dad wanted to live out west, so after 
all of the grandparents migrated to Florida, we moved 
to Evergreen.  That was August 1st, 1977.  My 
parents still live in the same house. 
 
I went to Bergen Elementary, Evergreen Junior High 
and graduated from Evergreen High School in 1984.  
I knew I wanted to be a veterinarian since I was 11 or 
12 years old.  I worked towards that goal by getting 
good grades, joining after school activities that would 
look good on my application, and working for a vet 
clinic.  I was in equine 4-H for 10 years.  I started as 
a new horse owner, progressed to junior leader and 
instructor.  We did western show, gymkhana and 
rode drill for the Evergreen Rodeo. 
 
I went to Colorado State University in Fort Collins for 
3 years of undergraduate and 4 years of veterinary 
school, graduating in May of 1991.  I worked in 
Evergreen for 4 years at a mixed animal clinic, then 
started my own practice in Idaho Springs.  Eight 
years later I closed the doors to rest, help my mom 
get to retirement after 25 years at the Evergreen 
Library and enjoy my dog, Jasper’s last 6 months.  
Since then I’ve worked here and there at this and 
that.  I am off to Mongolia for the month of March, 
after that I will need to get a real veterinary job once 
again.  “Bummer!” 
 
My dad did quite a bit of genealogy in the 1970’s.  
Unfortunately he kept few notes, so I’m half starting 
over again, working to prove his discoveries.  My 
mother’s 4 grandparents are all directly from North 
Poland to Pennsylvania, then descendants moved to 
Michigan.  When I was growing up stories were told 
about crazy Mary, an aunt or cousin, no one knew.  
She was a nun, later she married.  She spoke Polish, 
visited Poland numerous times, and was kicked out 
of Poland, during the Russian occupation a number 
of times for being outspoken!  I always wanted to 
learn Polish and visit the land of my ancestors. In 
2006,  my parents and I  finally got to go.  Mom had 
met some Polish people at the library who we 
became friends with, learned some words and they 
helped us to find cousins in Sejny.    We toured the 
country, met cousins, visited cemeteries, the old 
family farm (which is still in the family), and the 
church where generations have been baptized, 
married and buried.  I would love to go back and do 

more research. 
 
My dad’s family is primarily German.  We were told 
that dad was 3/4 German and 1/4 miscellaneous.  
This is French Canadian (I’ve got lost relatives in 
Vermont and have visited Norton, VT.), some form of 
British and unknown, I’m told.   
 
I think I like genealogy because family is very 
important to me and I want to see where and how my 
ancestors lived and know their stories.  I also enjoy 
puzzles and uncovering the secrets to mysteries.  
Unfortunately neither my brother, sister nor I have 
children to pass on the information.  I do have 
cousins, both paternal and maternal who have 
genealogical interests and I hope to work with them 
in the future. 

 
             Obituary Project Update 
  
The obituary project has slowed a little but progress 
is still being made.  The Canyon Courier is complete 
through 2009 with a total of 1603 obits extracted, 
input, photographed, merged, printed, delivered to 
the library and the files have all been transposed to a 
“row format” with intentions of submitting the 
database to Rootsweb/Ancestry.  The High Timber 
Times is finished through about 2000 and work is still 
in progress.   In doing some research for the 
submission of the database, I have learned that the 
format must be a very simple pdf or text format with 
only specific and limited items included.  This makes 
sense and will require some machinations before 
submission.   We will not transfer the project files to 
Rootsweb/Ancestry until both CC and HTT are 
completed. 
    
           Friday Family Finders  2010 

 
A very successful and well attended FFF was held at 
the library on Feb 19, 2010 with instruction by Mary 
Dickhoff and group discussion on use of the libraries 
Ancestry.com.  The next  FFF will be March 26, at 
Church of the Hills at 9:30 am. 
  

Genealogy Societies in Colorado - Ethnic and others  
 
Germanic Genealogical Society of Colorado –Meets 1st 

Tuesday of the month – Sept to May – 10 AM until noon   Gates 
Conference Room, 5

th
 floor, Denver Public Library 

No website, no charge to attend.  
 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Colorado – Multiple meeting 
times and locations. 
www.jewishgen.org/jgs-colorado 
 
Palatines to America – Colorado Chapter (German 
Genealogy)  
Two all day seminars a year – April and October 

www.palam.org/chapters.php?chapter=1#chapter 
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Society of Mayflower Descendents in the State of Colorado           
www.coloradomayflowersociety.org 

 
Swedish Genealogical Society of Colorado 
Meets 1

st
 Saturday each month with exceptions, 9am to 

noon-Denver Public Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cosgs 
 
WISE Family History Society (Wales, Ireland, Scotland, 
England) 
Meets 4

th
 Saturdays Jan to June, Sept, Oct and the 1

st
 Sat 

of December – 1 pm Gates Conference Room, 5
th

 floor 
Denver Public Library. 
www,wise-fhs.org/ 
 

Colorado Genealogical Society including 
Computer Interest Group 
Multiple meeting times – programs, classes and seminars 
at Christ the King Lutheran Church, 2300 Patton Court, 
Denver, 
www.cogensoc.us 
 
Boulder Genealogical Society 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cofgs/ 
 
Columbine Genealogical and Historical Society  
Meets 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 Tuesdays – Lutheran Church, 6400 S. 

University Blvd, Centennial  
www.columbinegenealogy.com 
 
Foothills Genealogical Society 
www.foothillsgenealogy.org 
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Mountain Genealogy Society 
 

Minutes for Feb 11, 2010 meeting 

 

• President Randi Marcos called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

• Secretary Bob Jennings read the minutes 

from the January 14, 2010 meeting.  

• Amy Norton gave the treasurer’s report 

showing that the club has a current 

balance  

• of $953.56. 

• Marge Clinton gave the program report. 

Barb  Brown will speak at the March 11
th
 

meeting on “Researching Towns in New 

England.”  Gary Routh of the Columbine 

Genealogical Society will speak to club on 

April 8
th
 about “Googling tips for 

Genealogists.” 

• Marge also said that the tour of the 

Humphrey Museum has postponed until 

Saturday, February 27
th  

 at 1:00 p.m.  

She will email a reminder to club 

members. 

• Woody stated that he needs to have items 

for the newsletter sent to him by the 

middle of next week (Feb. 15-19). 

• Woody updated the club regarding the 

obituary project.  The Canyon Courier 

obituaries are completed with; 1, 486 

obituaries.  The High Timber Times is 

complete through 1996 and we have 

approximately 500 obituaries done.  

There will be no workday in February.  A 

date has not yet been set for a workday in 

March. 

• Randi thanked Nanci Markusson and 

Kathy Kreiger for tonights treats. 

• FFF will meet Friday, February 19
th
 at the 

Evergreen Library to work with the 

library’s new Ancestry.com software.  The 

meeting will will run from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. in the large meeting room. 

• The MGS Board met Monday, February 1 

to discuss needed changes in the bylaws.  

Board members along with club members 

Nanci Markusoon and Ed Dickhoff 

discussed the possible changes. No 

changes have been made in fifteed years. 

The changes the board felt needed to be 

made will be presented to the MGS at the 

April 8, 2010 meeting. 

• Randi read the thank you card from 

Nancy Markusson for the club’s donation 

in Erik’s memory. 

• The Colorado Council of Genealogical 

Societies will have several meetings 

coming up in the next few weeks:    

1.  WISE:  Meets Saturday, 

February 20. Paul Milner will 

discuss Maximizing your 

British Isles Research. 

2. Colorado Genealogical 

Society meets the 2
nd

 

Saturday of every month 

and offers a beginning 

genealogy class. 

3. The 3
rd

 Saturday of the 

month has a special topic.  

In February the topic will be 

internet research. 

4. March 19-20, Joshua Taylor 

of the New England Historic 

Genealogy Society will 

discuss “Family History: 

What the future holds.” 

5. Marge Clinton is developing 

a list of ethnic societies 

which will come out in the 

next news letter. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Bob Jennings, Secretary 
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Mountain Genealogists’ Society – 2010 Membership 
 

Berzsenyi, George & Kay  

9742 Whitecliff Place 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 

303-683-3089                       

Kberz@msn.com 

George_berzsenyi@msn.com 

 

Bishop, Pat – greeter  

PO Box 2096 

Evergreen, CO 80437-2096 

303-670-1465 

patb24@earthlink.net 

 

Brown, Patricia Stanton*- special projects 

3811 Sage Circle 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-3855 

patriciabrown@speedtrail.net 

 

Clinton, Mike & Marjorie – vice president; 

in charge of programs 

27360 Overlook Drive  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-0110 

marjorieclinton@mac.com 

 

Coombs, Garth – setup library display 

2648 S. Cypress Point Lane  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-7472 

Garth1ur@aol.com 

 

Devine, Dale – library display  

7026 S. Blue Creek Road  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-2682 

Dsdevine@ecentral.com  

 

Dickhoff, Ed & Mary – genie gems 

29709 Sue Road  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-1918 

edickhoff@evcohs.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eldridge, Bill 

1933 Interlocken Dr.  

Evergreen, CO  80439 

303-679-3357 

Gateway07@wispertel.net  

 

Evans, Joann L. 

101 Theresa Dr. ** 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-2636 

303-605-1932    (work)          

JLEvans@dcpmidstream.com  
 

Gerteis, Bob & Ann 

28806 Clover Lane  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-5970 

RLGerteis@comcast.net 

 

Hardman, Ruth & Woody – newsletter 

editors 

29537 Buffalo Park Road  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-6353 

rjhardman@comcast.net 

ehardman@comcast.net 

 

Hess, Faye – phone tree 

4881 S. Forest Hill Road  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-3458 

faye.hess@mac.com  

 

Hoffman, Dale 

11514 Silver Fox Lane  

Conifer, CO 80433 

303-697-8253 

Goombahmubs@quest.com** 

 

Holton, Jane - greeter 

29378 Posy Lane  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-378-1593   

jholton1949@msn.com 
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Jennings, Bob - secretary 

PO Box 3938  

Evergreen, CO 80437 

303-674-5913 

mbjennings674@aol.com 

 

Krieger, Kathy & Mike - hospitality 

160 Hummingbird Court  

Bailey, CO 80421 

303-838-8122 

humbm@wispertel.net humbk@wispertel.net 

 

Kurtz, Robert & Sheryl  - special projects 

6944 Fargo Trail  ** 

Littleton, CO  80125   

303-973-3469  ** 

rwkurtz@q.com 

sakurtz@q.com 

     

Lambert, Jean – phone tree 

9789 Fallen Rock Road  

Conifer, CO 80433 

303-838-5771 

jlambert@wispertel.net 

  

Marcos, Randi - president 

7113 Pinewood Drive                     

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-679-6797 

randirose8@aol.com 

 

Markusson, Nanci & Dennis – programs 

7544 Native Dancer Tr.  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-0764 

Nmarkusson@earthlink.net 

 

Merrill, Grant & Marion 

32709 Inverness Drive  

Evergreen, CO 80439-8845 

303-674-5275 

grantcmerrill@cs.com 

 

Mohrmann, Paul & Linda * 

32876 Saint Moritz Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-8142 

mohrmann_l@q.com 

 

Norton, Amy – treasurer, library display 

PO Box 1266  

Evergreen, CO 80437 

303-674-2243 

COAnimals@aol.com 

 

Olson, Chuck & Shirley  

29624 Thimbleberry Ln. 

Evergreen, CO  80439 

303-674-3537 

olsonart@mail.com 

 

Robertson, Bob & Sylvia                 

3276 S. Hiwan Drive  

Evergreen, CO 80439-8926 

303-674-1715 

sylbob1@msn.com   ? 

 

Sear, Harriet 

28459 Fireweed Dr. 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-4146 

HarrietSear@frii.com 

 

Schneider, Wanda L.– name tags 

30247 Isenberg Lane  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-4957 

wandasch13@gmail.com 

 

Schwein, Shirley 

29795 Woods Drive  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-4523 

sschwein@4dv.net 

 

Stills, Michael   

29927 Appaloosa Dr. 

Evergreen, CO  80439 

303-670-1781 

mykellee@gmail.com 

 

Timmons II, Myron E. * 

P.O. Box 1089 

Conifer, CO 80433 

303-838-7642 

myron.timmons@gmail.com 
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Former members – 2009 

Courtney, Susan  

27687 Whirlaway Trail  

Evergreen, CO  80439 

303-670-3269 

courtev@evcohs.com  

 

Durham, Peggy 

29309 Buchanan Dr.  

Evergreen, CO  80439 

303-674-8648 

peggy.durham@comcast.net 

 

Miller, Mary – webmaster 

7441 S. Homesteader Drive  

Morrison, CO 80465 

303-697-8246 

Marym2353@yahoo.com 

 

Norton, Dan & Rachel 

29611 Fairway Drive  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-5150 

drnorton@ecentral.com 

 

Robertson, Ed & Jean – special projects 

11711 S. Maxwell Hill Rd  

Littleton, CO 80127 

303-697-6915 

edandjean814@hughes.net 

 

Saba, Pam – special projects 

PO Box 466 

Pine, CO 80470 

303-816-5575 

pamsaba@juno.com 

 

Szekerczes, Joseph & Amalia 

12824 US Highway 285  

Conifer, CO 80433 

303-838-8579 

Joeamisz@mfire.com 

 

 

 

Work, Ed 

5798 High Drive  

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-7919 

eawork@msn.com 

 

*  new members for 2010 

** address, phone or email changes 

 

 

Genealogy resources in the Denver area 

 

Denver area Family History Centers 

    6465 W. Jewell Ave. 

    Lakewood, CO    

    303-935-3003 

 

    610 Coors St. 

    Golden, CO   80401 

    303-233-6304 

 

Denver Public Library 

Genealogy Department 

10 W 14
th

 Ave Parkway 

Denver, CO 80204 

720-865-1821 

 

National Archives Rocky Mountain Region 

Bldg 46    Denver Federal Center 

W. 6
th

 Ave & Kipling St. 

Denver, CO    80225 

303-236-0806 

 

Littleton-Bemis Library 

6014 S Datura St 

Littleton, CO 80120 

(303) 795-3961 
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                   2010 Mountain Genealogists Society 

                          Membership Renewal Form 

 
 

Name ________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ______________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone number ______________________________________________ 
 
Email address __________________________________________________ 
 
Mail preference – WORD _____    PDF _____    snail mail _____ 
 
 
 
We always need volunteers – please let us know how you would like to help – 
 
     Greeter/name tags – make and distribute name tags  ___________________ 
 
     Phone tree - make phone calls when needed  _________________________ 
 
     Hospitality chairperson – sign up members for monthly treats  ___________ 
 
     Genie Gems – display & run monthly drawing  _______________________ 
 
     Special projects – e.g. Evergreen library display   _____________________ 
 
     MGS board member – next year (2011) we will need the following – 
                                            President __________________________________ 
                                            Secretary __________________________________ 
                                            Newsletter Editor ___________________________ 
 
Dues are payable in January 2010 – Please send a $25 check payable to Mountain 
Genealogists Society (or MGS) to 
 
     Amy Norton, MGS Treasurer 
     PO Box 1266. 
     Evergreen, CO  80437 
 
Dues can also be paid at the monthly meeting 
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