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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00 PM 
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-679-6797 or e-mail at 
Randirose8@aol.com 
 
2010 MGS Officers 
President:                             Randi Marcos 
Program Chair:                  Marjorie Clinton   
Treasurer:                                Amy Norton 
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

Scheduled Speakers 
 
January 14, 2010:  Larry Dodge               

 ‘Time-Lines’ – A variation of data 
organization–a tool to make work for you.  

         
                      February 11, 2010:   Lois Lange 
                          ‘Three Generations of Women in the             

Humphrey Homestead’ followed by Sat, Feb 
13th – tour of Humphrey Museum at 1 PM. 

                       
                       March 11, 2010:  Barb Brown 
                            ‘Researching Towns in New England’ 
          
                                  Plans for the months ahead: 

’Google Tips for Genealogists’ – search 
tips from the book “Google Your Family 
Tree” by Daniel Lynch & Gary Routh. 

’History of Evergreen and Evergreen 
Cemetery’ – with Hank Alderfer followed 
by an Evergreen Cemetery walk on Sat, 
June 10th 

 
’Researching Ireland’ – how she found 
her ancestors’ homeland and her 
mother’s family in Ireland’ with Marylee 
Hagen.   

 
As in the past we have a promising         
schedule for excellent talks and tours 
throughout the year. 

 
Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 

January 14   Bob Jennings/Pam Saba  
February 11  Nancy Markusson/Kathy 
Krieger 
         

    President’s Corner January 2010 
        Randi Rose Wilmarth Marcos 
 

2010 - A New Year is here and I hope 
your holidays were wonderful.   
 
Did you see the article in the Canyon 
Courier or the High Timber Times on 
December 30, 2009 covering our 
Obituary Project?  If you missed it, I’ve 
got copies.  They highlighted Faye Hess 
and Jackie Southard,  the two MGS 
members that started the project in the 
1980’s.  Faye wasn’t quite sure what year 
they started, but they went to the library 
and worked every Friday from 10 – Noon 
and worked on extracting obituaries.  We 
have now completed all of the Canyon 
Couriers through 2008.  Wanda 
Schneider has been extracting obits from 
the CC and HTT for 2009 and has offered 
to keep this up every week so we don’t 
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have to go back and catch up.  In 
November we started on the High Timber 
Times.  In some ways it has gone quickly 
since they don’t have many traditional 
obituaries, but they don’t put all the 
obituaries on the same page so we have 
to search the entire newspaper looking 
for them.  Many thanks to everyone that 
has contributed their time and energy to 
this project.   I’m predicting that if we 
have a work day once a month we will 
finish extracting, inputting and 
photographing the High Timber Times by 
the summer (of 2010). 
 
If your research takes you to New 
England in the 1620’s, I highly 
recommend the book “The Mayflower and 
the Pilgrims’ New World” by Nathaniel 
Philbrick.  The Jefferson County Public 
Library has the book and also on disc.  
Also the History Channel has a DVD 
“Desperate Crossing the untold Story of 
the Mayflower”.  This is also at the library.  
The book has great descriptions of what 
daily life was like and interesting and 
understandable explanations of the Indian 
interactions with the Pilgrims.   
 
My first trip to the Family History Library 
in November was a success.  Glad to 
have that initial visit under my belt and 
can’t wait to go back again.  Two helpful 
hints for those that have not been yet, 
don’t work on microfilm all day or you will 
have a headache by the end of the day.  
Second, the books that are at the library 
can’t be loaned out – so allow time to look 
at all the titles in the geographic regions 
you are researching.  Thanks to Ruth 
Hardman in helping me prepare for the 
trip.   

 

Featured Member 
      

       Jane Elizabeth Keller Holton 
 
From an early age, family photographs 
and the stories they evoke interested me. 
So I guess you could say I started 

“working” on my genealogy as a child. 
However, one event in my life provided 
the impetus I needed to get down to the 
real business of recording my family’s 
history. An “old adage” my mother always 
believed in was that good things often 
come from troubled times, or that there is 
a silver lining in dark stormy clouds. In 
1996 my mother’s cancer returned and I 
flew to Long Beach, California to take 
care of her for 4 months. During those 
days I needed something to take my mind 
off a difficult situation and I had some 
time to myself when I was not directly 
caring for her. I pulled out the old 
cardboard box of family photos and 
began the task of sorting. My daughters 
suggested I make a Creative Memories 
album...and thus began my adventure. As 
I sat with Mom, she would comment on 
the photos while I wrote down the details 
and stories. Each photo was a treasure 
trove of information since my 
grandmother had written on the backs of 
each of them. Over the months, one 
album turned into two. At the same time I 
discovered in a closet an interesting 
notebook with the genealogy of my 
maternal grandfather’s side of the family 
(the Bartons) written in his tiny script. 
When my dear mother passed away at a 
later date, I inherited all the photographs 
and memorabilia becoming the official 
family historian.  
 
All of this treasure was packed away as 
we built our house here in Evergreen. I 
was teaching full time at Marshdale so did 
not have much free time to work on the 
project that I had begun earlier at my 
mother’s in Long Beach. Once the house 
was finished and all the boxes unpacked I 
wanted to dig in and research my family 
tree. With retirement came the time and 
fun of joining MGS. Thank heavens for 
Ruth who so willingly invited me over to 
her house to log onto Ancestry.com. As 
she taught me how to navigate that 
website and the Family Search site, I was 
hooked.  
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So here is a short history of me. I was 
born on 18 August 1941 in Evanston, 
Illinois, the first of two children to Charles 
and Virginia Keller. We lived with my 
paternal grandparents in their house in 
Wilmette, Illinois since it was war time 
and life was hard. Four and a half years 
later my brother, Stephen Gale Keller, 
was born and we moved to a little 
bungalow across the railroad tracks in 
Wilmette. After WWII ended and I was in 
third grade, we moved back to my 
grandparent’s home since they were 
aging and needed care. Names I have 
been researching on the paternal side of 
my family are Keller, Schwalbe, Brandes, 
Zutz and Draheim. I am fortunate that, 
even though my parents divorced when I 
was 13, my mother had the foresight to 
save family history information from both 
sides of the family.  
 
My father was first generation American, 
his mother having emigrated from the 
area of Hannover, Germany in 1869. His 
father, a blacksmith and saloon keeper, 
was of Swiss origin born there in 1848 
coming to America as a young man. They 
settled in Chilton, Wisconsin along the 
Chilton River. Other relatives lived in 
Oshkosh, Rantoul, Fond du Lac, and 
Manitowoc. Maybe some of you are 
researching relatives in this area, too. My 
father’s mother was also first generation 
American. Her parents were born in West 
Prussia and Germany. Her family came to 
America through Canada working on the 
railroad. It was a rough life so they 
packed their belongings and headed 
south where they settled in Manitowoc 
County and cleared a farm. My great 
grandmother Augusta Caroline Brandes 
Keller was a great cook. One story tells of 
how the local Indians would canoe down 
the Chilton River behind her house, pull 
their boats up on the bank, and climb up 
the small hill to the house where they 
were treated to fresh baked bread hot out 
of the wood-fired oven.   

 
My mother’s side of the family hails from 
the British Isles…English, Irish, Scotch, 
and Pennsylvania Dutch. Both my 
maternal grandmother and mother were 
members of the DAR. They traced our 
lineage back to before the Revolutionary 
War. Family names I am researching on 
my maternal grandmother’s side are Ray, 
Marsh, Knowlton, and Mowers. The 
names on my maternal grandfather’s side 
are Barton, Merrill, and Gale. 
  
At the age of 16 my mother, brother and I 
moved to Long Beach, California after my 
parents divorced. It was there I met my 
husband, Daniel. We were high school 
sweethearts! We married in 1961, very 
young! But we will celebrate our 50th 
wedding anniversary in 2011. I was a 
stay-at-home mom until our children were 
in high school when I returned to college 
and earned my teaching degree. 
Teaching became my career outside our 
home and I have taught all grades K-6th 
except kindergarten. We had four 
children, Karen, Courtney, Kristen, and 
Paul all of whom are grown up with 
children of their own. We have 12 
grandchildren spread out all over the USA 
who keep us on our toes.  Visiting them 
takes us to Loveland, Ohio, Peoria, 
Arizona, La Jolla, California, Tahoe Vista, 
California, and right across the street in 
Evergreen. 
 
I am happy that I found MGS where I can 
have fun, get help when I get stuck on a 
genealogical problem, and learn more to 
aid me in my research through our 
informative lectures at meetings. Through 
my research on Ancestry.com, I have 
found a cousin for my husband, a cousin 
for me, a very interesting friend from 
Sligo, Ireland, and shared information and 
photographs with people who have 
common ancestors with me. It is great 
fun…I get to be a detective and puzzle 
solver. 
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Notes from the editor 
 

As a club, we wish to take this opportunity 
to express our deepest regrets to Denny 
and Nancy Markusson over the sudden 
death of their son Erik.   While discussing 
this matter with our son, he recalled the 
many times when his group would help 
Erik while in High School.  He was a hero 
to many and in his silent way gave all 
those around him hope and appreciation 
for the good health which they enjoy.     

 
Vaughn L. Powell Memorial 

 
Last year Wanda Schneider’s brother 
Vaughn L. Powell died.  Wanda wanted 
the money that she received to go to a 
meaningful cause as a memorial to him.  
She asked Randi for help in deciding 
what to do with the money.  They decided 
that buying books for the Evergreen 
Branch of the Jefferson County Public 
Library would be a lifelong gift.  To that 
end, the library has purchased the 
following books that will be available at 
our branch library: 
1.   RED BOOK: American State, County & 
Town Sources 
2.   EVIDENCE!: Citation & Analysis for 
the Family Historian 
3.   HOW TO DO EVERYTHING WITH 

YOUR GENEALOGY  
4.   PRODUCING A QUALITY FAMILY 

HISTORY 
5.   THE COMPLETE IDIOT’S GUIDE TO 

GENEALOGY 
6.   LAND AND PROPERTY RESEARCH 

IN THE UNITED STATES 
7.   GOOGLE YOUR FAMILY TREE 
There was still money left and the library 
asked if they could use it in a fund to buy 
a library subscription to Ancestry.com.  
They said there were no promises that it 
would happen but we pledged the money 
anyway.  WELL GREAT NEWS, as of 
January 4, 2010 the JCPL has installed 
Ancestry.com and it is available at their 
locations.  It is for use only at the library 
and we can be very happy for this 

development!!   We thank Wanda for this 
great service to the public.    
 
  Dues are due!  Please find the renewal 

form at the end of the newsletter. 

 
Obituary Project Update 

  
We had a good group for our work project 
on Sept. 30. The Canyon Courier sent a 
reporter to the meeting and interviewed 
many of the members and wrote a nice 
article about the project which was 
published in the Dec 30 issue.   We need 
to complete the input of Wanda’s work for 
2009 and transform those records into the 
horizontal format and we will then submit 
all of our work for the Canyon Courier 
paper to Roots Web.  
 
Work on The High Timber Times obits is 
progressing well.  We have scheduled the 
next obituary work day for Friday, 
January 15th at the Evergreen Public 
Library from 10 - 2 PM.  The work from 
now on will be from the High Timber 
Times.   

    
      Friday Family Finders Fall 2010 

 
 We will start our Friday Family Finders          
again on January 29 at 9:30 AM at the 
Church of the Hills.   Plan to come and 
join this fun session. 

               
GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS 
AT REGIONAL ARCHIVES 

 
Upcoming workshops/meetings that 
may be of interest include: 
 
Feb 10 WISE is sponsoring a conference 
on British Isle Research with speaker 
Paul Milner. 
 
Castle Rock Genealogy Society will be 
offering classes on software “Master 
Genealogist” dates unknown. 
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 Colorado Council of Genealogical 
Societies is planning a one day 
conference in  
2010 featuring a nationally recognized 
speaker.  Still waiting on details for this 
one. 

 
Colorado Genealogical Society 

Programs and Education Classes 
Fall 2009-Winter 2010 
(www.cogensoc.us) 

Saturday, Jan. 9, 2010:  CGS Beginning 
Genealogy Class Downtown Denver 
Public Library, 5th Floor, Gates Room, 
10:00 am – 3:00 pm Lou-Jean Rehn, CG. 
Learn how to get started in genealogy. 

Friday, Jan. 15, 2010: CGS Program 
Meeting, 7 pm – 9 pm. Christ the King 
Lutheran Church, 2300 S. Patton Ct. Speaker 
Cari Tapin, “I Am Related to Roy Rogers! 
"The Power of Family Myths.” This family 
story is what motivated Cari to get started in 
genealogy – and illustrates the power of 
family stories. 

Saturday, Jan. 16, 2010: CGS Special 
Interest Class, 10 am – noon. 
“Organization and Strategic Planning for 
Genealogists,” presented by Carol 
Darrow, CG. Hands-on activity from 1-
2:30 pm. 

      Others will be reported later.    
 

Mountain Genealogy Society 
 

Corrected Minutes for Oct 8, 2009 
 
Secretary Bob Jennings called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Bob asked members to talk about a 
“black sheep” in their families as an 
icebreaker. 
Bob read the minutes for the September 
10, 2009 meeting. 
 
There was no treasurer’s report since no 
change had been made.  Treasurer 
Marge Clinton was still out of town. 
 

Nominating committee member Nanci 
Markusson announced that the nominee 
for Treasurer was Amy Norton and for 
Program Coordinator, Marge Clinton. 
 
Amy Norton and Wanda Schneider 
provided treats for this evening’s meeting. 
 
Bob explained the purpose of the Nora 
Stern $1.00 collection which was to help 
fund the organization’s funding for 
microfilming National Archive records.  An 
envelope was passed among the club 
members and $17.60 was collected as 
donations. 
 
Bob asked if anyone had attended the 
archive classes.  No members attended. 
 
Ruth Hardman mentioned that articles for 
the next newsletter should be in by the 
week of October 15. 
 
Ruth stated that the Obituary Project was 
close to finishing the Canyon Courier 
and work had begun on the High Timber 
Times.  Ruth indicated that Woody had 
changed the input form.  Members 
mentioned that they received it on their e-
mail. 
Ruth also mentioned that she could use 
some help photographing the obituaries. 
 
Friday Family Finders on October 30th will 
be held at the public library from 10:15 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Randi secured the large 
workroom for work on the obit project.  An 
e-mail will be sent Monday of that week 
with all of the information. 
 
Members were asked to please help 
themselves to the Genie Gems. 

 
 

Minutes for Nov 11, 2009  
 

President Randi Marcos called the 
meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
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As an icebreaker, Randi asked the 
members if they knew anyone interred in 
the Evergreen Cemetery. 
 
Secretary Bob Jennings read the minutes 
for the October 9th meeting. 
 
Joann was not at the meeting and no 
program report was given. 
 
The Society held the election of officers.  
Amy Norton was elected treasurer; 
program director will be co-chaired by 
Marge Clinton and Nanci Markusson. 
 
Randi thanked Susan Courtney and 
Marge Clinton for the evening’s treats. 
 
Woody updated the club members on the 
obituary project.  He indicated that the 
High Timber Times did not have an 
obituary column in earlier years, so it 
would be necessary to read the entire 
paper for death notices. 
 
Randi collected for the Nora Stern 
Funding. 
 
There will be no FFF at the end of 
November or December.  However, the 
club will be meeting Friday, November 
13th to work on the obituary project.  MGS 
has the library meeting room from 10:15 – 
2 p.m. 
 
Randi reminded the members that the 
Christmas Party will be held at Dale 
Devine’s on December 2oth at 4 p.m.  
Members were asked to bring a dish to 
pass and a bring a $5 gift to exchange.  

Garth Coombs suggested that the gift be 
genealogy related. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted  
Bob Jennings, secretary 
 
 
MGS Christmas Party by Wanda Schneider 

 
 
A grand time was had by all who attended 
the MGS Christmas Party on Dec 20, 
2009.  The dinner was wonderful as usual 
with the ham Dale baked and all the side 
dishes brought by members. The 
highlight of the evening was the gift 
exchange  -  this year of giving something 
with a genealogy theme.  Such gifts were: 
a cube full of genealogy quotes, plaque 
with the poem - The Dash, acid free pens, 
ornaments with an ancestry flair & 
genealogy theme books.  As always, 
Denny Markusson read the gift exchange 
poem adding many highlights. We thank 
Dale Devine for her gracious hospitality of 
again opening her home for our party.   
 

A sample of the genealogy gems from 
Amy Norton which was enjoyed at the 
Christmas party. 
 
My Family Coat of Arms ties at the back... 
is this normal? 
 
Genealogy: Where you confuse the dead 
and irritate the living. 
 
Old Genealogists never die – they just 
lose their CENSUS. 
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                  2010 Mountain Genealogists Society 

                          Membership Renewal Form 

 
 

Name ________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ______________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone number ______________________________________________ 
 
Email address __________________________________________________ 
 
Mail preference – WORD _____    PDF _____    snail mail _____ 
 
 
 
We always need volunteers – please let us know how you would like to help  
 
     Greeter/name tags – make and distribute name tags  ___________________ 
 
     Phone tree - make phone calls when needed  _________________________ 
 
     Hospitality chairperson – sign up members for monthly treats  ___________ 
 
     Genie Gems – display & run monthly drawing  _______________________ 
 
     Special projects – e.g. Evergreen library display   _____________________ 
 
     MGS board member – next year (2011) we will need the following – 
                                            President __________________________________ 
                                            Secretary __________________________________ 
                                            Newsletter Editor ___________________________ 
 
Dues are payable in January 2010 – Please send the updated form with a $25 check 
payable to MGS to: 
 
     Amy Norton, MGS Treasurer 
     PO Box 1266. 
     Evergreen, CO  80437 
 
Dues can also be paid to Amy at the January 14, 2010 meeting. 

 
 
 


