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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 
September 12 

 
Larry Dodge 

 
“Indexes - Why They Do Not Work 
and Why We Cannot Live Without 

Them”  
 

We all use indexes in our research, but you 
are probably like me and wonder who did 
them and whether they are reliable. Larry will 
give us insight into how to judge the indexes 
we use. 
 
Larry grew up moving every couple of years. 
He lived in 12 states by the time he 
graduated from high school and had been in 
44 of 50 states and Mexico and Canada. He 
attended the United States Air Force 
Academy, graduating in 1973, and then 
served on active duty from 1973 to1986. 
While on duty he logged one million miles 
with almost 4000 flying hours. He saw a 
good part of Central America, some of Africa 
and the Middle East, and much of the Pacific, 
Asia and Europe. Also while on active duty 
he received a Masters degree in Systems 

MGS Newsletter 
 

A Bimonthly Publication of the Mountain Genealogists Society from 
the Evergreen-Conifer Area in Colorado  

Established 1994 
Visit our website at www.rootsweb.com/~comgs 

 
 
Volume 20, No. 4              September/October 2013
                                  
================================================ 



MGS Newsletter 
September/October 2013 

 

  2 

Management from University of Southern 
California. 
 
Larry was the second oldest grandchild and 
spent a lot of time playing under the table 
while the adults talked. He says it is amazing 
the stories a kid hears. Family stories were 
always interesting and the history of his 
family has always fascinated him. Family 
history became a little more formal in 1973 
when he spent his honeymoon visiting family 
and collecting genealogy information. He 
never really stopped collecting and began 
organizing and researching in the mid-1980s.  
 
Larry has attended seminars by many 
different entities, including Brigham Young 
University, National Genealogical Society, 
Utah Genealogical Society, and many local 
clubs and groups. He made all the common 
mistakes beginning researchers make and 
has had to work hard to recover from them. 
But having made all the mistakes, he is in a 
position to try to save us from making them. 
Family history and genealogy has become a 
full-time obsession. Forty hours a week of 
research is a light week. He reads enough of 
several languages to decipher documents 
and always likes a new challenge. He says 
that a driving principle for him is that any 
presentation should be instructive and 
entertaining. So if there is anyone in the 
audience who has stayed awake and has not 
had at least one good laugh and has not 
entertained at least one new idea, then he 
feels he has failed as a presenter. 
 

 

October 10 
 

John Mears 
 

“Researching  the  British  Isles” 
 
John has been involved with genealogy for 
45 years and has been a professional 
genealogist for the last 15 years. John grew 
up in Ohio around Zanesville. At age 17 his 
grandfather’s  house  was  to  be  torn  down  
because a dam was being built. He and his 
father were going through the old buildings 
on the farm. In the washhouse they found 
more than 100 newspaper clippings on a 
shelf. The clippings were just of family but 
dated back to 1860. That was the beginning 
of his collection of genealogy material. While 
in his 20s he collected oral histories of his 
relatives. 
 
His Scotch-Irish ancestors immigrated in the 
1790s. His German ancestors came between 
1833 and 1837. The Mears came to America 
in 1828. He has researched his ancestors in 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio and 
Wisconsin. These people came to the 
Midwest from New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia.  
 
John has taken a number of research trips to 
Ireland and for thirty years has been 
researching in the British Isles and Germany.  
He has worked in three Family History 
Centers – in Detroit, Michigan; in Albany, 
New York; and in Littleton, Colorado. He has 
taught seminars for the Colorado 
Genealogical Society as well as beginning 
Irish and German genealogy classes at 
Arapahoe Community College and at 
seminars throughout Colorado.  
John is currently Temple Recorder at the 
Denver Colorado Temple of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Nanci Markusson 

Program Chair 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Club News Updates 

 
Several Board positions will become 
available in the Fall. Consider volunteering to 
undertake one of these interesting 
challenges. Watch for emails before the 
November election. 
 
The new address for Kay and George 
Berzsenyi is: 
 
1818 Shorewood Blvd., #310 
Shorewood, WI 53211 
414-731-4241  
 
email address has not changed: 
kayberz@gmail.com 
george_berzsenyi@msn.com 
 
Need to update your membership? You can 
find a form at the end of this newsletter or a 
brochure online, or bring $25 to the next 
meeting. And if you can’t attend, mail a 
check to Kathy Krieger, MGS Treasurer; 160 
Hummingbird Court; Bailey, CO 80421. 
 
Michael Stills 
Newsletter Co-Editor 
 

 
 
 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS,  PROJECTS 
 

Two-day Swedish Genealogy Workshop 
Sep 28 and 29, in Lindsborg, KS. 

 
Speakers/Instructors are genealogists from 
Sweden, members of the 'SwedGen Tour'. These 
genealogists come to the U.S. each year, but not 
often to the Midwest area. This year the tour 
includes one stop in Lindsborg, Kansas,  
followed by three stops in California.  
Full details on the Lindsborg workshop can be 
found at www.oldmillmuseum.org. For questions 
by phone call 785-227-3595. 

 

 

 
Allen County Public Library 

Trip to 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Sunday, September 29 through Thursday, 
October 3, 2013 

Deadline for discounted hotel rates is  
September 8, 2013 

 
Allen County Public Library has one of the largest 
genealogical research collections available, 
incorporating records from around the world.  If 
you are serious about genealogy, you need to 
visit. In addition to four days of research, the trip 
includes these sessions, held especially for our 
group: 

- Orientation Tour, with description of 
holdings, no charge 

- Daily classes on the library collections, 
including PERSI, no charge 

A block of hotel rooms has been reserved for our 
group at the special rate of $94 per night.  The 
hotel is only a block and a half from the library.  
Rooms include two queen size beds, refrigerator 
and microwave.  Participants will arrange their 
own travel to and from Fort Wayne. Special hotel 
rate expires September 8, 2013. 

Sponsored by Broomfield Genealogical Society 

For more information or to add your name to our 
list 

Contact:  Diane Barbour, PLCGS  at 
mdbfrisco@comcast.net. 303-604-1051 

Check the Broomfield Web Page: 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cobgs 

************************************* 
 

Rocky Mountain Genealogical Seminar 
Saturday, October 5 

Castle Rock 
 

Registration is open for the Rocky Mountain 
Genealogical Seminar on October 5, 2013 from 
1:30-6 p.m. The event venue is the Philip S. 
Miller Library at 100 S. Wilcox Street in Castle 
Rock.  

Doors will open at 1 p.m. and the session will 
begin promptly at 1:30 p.m.  
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Our distinguished national speaker D. Joshua 
Taylor will speak on: 

 From the Comfort of Home: Online 
Educational Resources for Every 
Genealogist 

 
 Mission Accomplished: Planning Your 

Research Trip 
 
 Putting It Together: A Case Study 
 

Josh is a genealogical speaker and 
author, the current president of the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies, 
and has appeared on multiple 
episodes of the TV show Who Do You 
Think You Are? Visit the RMGS web 
page for Josh's full bio.  
 
The suggested donation is $30, which supports 
CRCGS's mission of promoting genealogy through 
education and research. An additional 
contribution is appreciated and ensures CRCGS 
will be able to continue to bring quality programs 
to the Rocky Mountain region. A ticket is required 
for entry. Register now to obtain your ticket. 
Seating is limited. 
 
The Castle Rock Genealogical Society Board of 
Directors is very excited to bring the RMGS to the 
Rocky Mountain region and have D. Joshua 
Taylor as the inaugural speaker for this event. 
We hope you will plan to join us! 
 
Please direct any questions about the seminar to 
rmgs@crcgs.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Colorado 

Annual All-Day Seminar on 
Jewish Genealogy  

Presented by 
Sallyann Amdur Sack-Pikus, 

Ph.D. 
Sunday, October 13th  

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Jewish Community Center 
350 South Dahlia Street, 

Denver 
RSVP by October 4th 

 
 

 

  

 
 
    Sallyann Amdur Sack-Pikus, 
Ph.D., is chair of the board of 
the International Institute for 
Jewish Genealogy affiliated 
with the Israeli National Library 
in Jerusalem; president and 
co-owner (with Gary Mokotoff) 
of Avotaynu, Inc.; and editor of 
its journal, AVOTAYNU, the 
International Review of Jewish 
Genealogy.  
    She was the founding 
president of the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of 
Greater Washington, serves as 
president of the non-profit 
Avotaynu Foundation, has 
chaired or co-chaired seven 
international Jewish genealogy 
conferences and has authored, 
co-authored or edited seven 
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genealogy books (including 
the Avotaynu Guide to Jewish 
Genealogy and the prize-
winning Where Once We 
Walked).  
     Dr. Sack has served on 
several advisory boards, 
taught genealogy classes and 
spoken on Jewish genealogy 
to Jewish genealogy societies, 
conferences and the general 
community.  
     A recipient of the IAJGS 
Lifetime Achievement Award, 
she resides in Bethesda, 
Maryland where she is a 
clinical psychologist in private 
practice, having received her 
degrees from Harvard 
University and George 
Washington University.  
 
Schedule and Lecture 
Subjects 
 
9-9:30 - Registration 
9:30-10:45 - The Centrality of 
Jewish Law, Jewish History 
and Jewish Customs, and the 
Larger World in Which Our 
Ancestors Lived 
10:45 - Break 
11-12:15 - What Every Jewish 
Genealogist Should Know 
About Names, Dates and 
Places 
12:15-1:15 - Kosher Lunch and 
Door Prizes 
1:15-2:30 - What Makes 
Research in Israel So 
Important and How to Do It 
2:45-4 - Strategies for 
Surmounting Brick Walls  
 
A Kosher lunch will be 
provided, and there will be 
generous door prizes. 
Payment: 

-$18 per JGSCO member 
includes kosher lunch and all-
day access.  
-$40 for 1 non-member 
includes kosher lunch, all-day 
access, and annual 
membership in JGSCO 
through December 2014. (This 
is a special extended annual 
membership rate for 15 
months). 
-$60 for 2 non-members 
(couple in same household) 
includes all-day access, 2 
kosher lunches, and annual 
household membership in 
JGSCO through December 
2014. (This is a special 
extended annual membership 
rate for 15 months). 
 
RSVP and payment to attend is 
due by October 4th. Download 
a registration form at 
info@jgsco.org and mail it in 
with cash or check made out to 
"JGSCO" to Alvin Perlov, P.O. 
Box 2586, Littleton, CO 80161. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Mountain Genealogists Minutes 
 June 13, 2013 

 
President Amy Norton called the meeting to 
order  at  7:05  p.m.  and  introduced  the  evening’s  
guests. 
 
Nanci Markusson announced that the program 
for the fall will appear in the next newsletter. 
Amy announced that on October 5, Castle Rock 
Genealogical Society is hosting the Rocky 
Mountain Genealogical Seminar at which D. 
Joshua Taylor will speak www.crcgs.com/rmgs. 
Flyers were available on the membership table, 
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as  well  as  copies  of  “Jumpstart Your 
Genealogical Research”  which  was  part  of  the  
club’s  interactive  Library Display.   
 
Kathy  Krieger  gave  the  treasurer’s  report  and  
indicated that the club has a balance of 
$1386.20 with 40 paid families to date. 
 
Lois Hartley announced that there are no 
summer newsletters and the next one will be in 
September. 
 
Amy gave the report on Bear Creek Cemetery in 
Randi  Marcos’s  absence.  Gravestone  cleanup  
will take place the first Wednesday of each 
month over the summer.  Lois Hartley and 
Marjorie Clinton sprayed the headstones with a 
chemical that should remove the lichen growth.  
A committee is needed to work on identifying 
all the graves of veterans.  American flags will 
be displayed on Flag Day with the help of a local 
Boy  Scout  troop.  A  local  men’s  group,  the  
Curmudgeons, will install a solar light for the 
flag pole.  A light is needed because the flag 
remains up for 24 hours a day.  Garth Coombs is 
a member of the Curmudgeons.   
 
Amy thanked Dale Devine, Garth Coombs, and 
Mary Dickhoff for the wonderful club display at 
the Evergreen Library during the month of May.  
Dale in turn thanked everyone who contributed 
to the display. 
 
Amy announced the Summer Picnic will be on 
Saturday, August 31 at the home of the 
Markussons.  Information will come out closer 
to that date. 
 
FFF will be held on Friday, June 28, 9:30-noon.  
People are welcome to come anytime during 
the session and bring brick walls or other 
challenges for the group to offer help and 
suggestions on.  
 

Amy thanked Nanci and Denny Markusson for 
being  greeters  for  the  evening’s  meeting.    Amy  
thanked everyone who helped with the 
evening’s  ice  cream  social:  cookies  and  cakes  
were provided by Marjorie Clinton and Deborah 
Darnell, ice cream by Mary Dickoff, and 
toppings by Wanda Schneider and others.  
Garth Coombs and Mike Krieger helped serve.   
 
After the break, Nanci Markusson introduced 
Patrice  Stark  as  the  evening’s  speaker.    Her  
presentation, Synods, Sessions and 
Supplications, explained the history of the 
Presbyterian Church and the reason some 
members immigrated to the United States.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deborah Darnell, Secretary  
 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

A Reminder About Security at the 
Church 

 
For our evening meeting, someone will 
stay at the door to greet and let in 
members, guests etc., and direct them to 
the meeting room, then lock the door 
promptly at 7 p.m. We have a list of 
volunteers who will serve as greeters on 
specific dates.  
 
If  you  are  running  late,  call  Amy’s  cell  
phone number (303-653-8388) and 
someone will let you in. 
 

********************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Birdie Monk Holsclaw Memorial 
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 Scholarship Deadline Oct. 1, 2013 

The Birdie Monk Holsclaw Memorial 
Scholarship to attend the Institute of 
Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR) at 
Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama 
accepts applications from across the U.S. 
Deadline for applications is Oct. 1 of each year.  

IGHR is a week-long program in June offering 
ten tracks of genealogical education including 
Techniques and Technology; Intermediate 
Genealogy and Historical Studies; Research in 
the South; Advanced Methodology and 
Evidence Analysis; Writing and Publishing for 
Genealogists; Genealogy as a Profession; 
Reading German Records; Understanding Land 
Records; The Five Civilized Tribes of Native 
Americans; and Scottish Genealogical Research. 
Courses change from year to year. 

The $450 scholarship covers tuition. Room, 
board, and travel are not included. 

Application is open to all genealogists and 
consists of a short resume listing genealogical 
experience and a 150-200 word essay 
describing how IGHR will help advance their 
genealogical research skills. For more 

information, go to www.cocouncil.org and click 
on  “Awards  Available  Through  Council.” 
 
**************************************** 
 

  

 
 

Treat Schedule  
 

September Jean Lambert 
  Mary Dickoff 
 
October  Amy Norton 
  Kathy Krieger  
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2013 Mountain Genealogists Society 

Membership Renewal Form 
 
Note: if there are no changes in your information, you don't need to fill out this form 
 
Name ________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________ 

Telephone number ______________________________________________ 

Email address __________________________________________________ 

 
We always need volunteers – please let us know how you would like to help: 
 
Phone tree - make phone calls when needed _________________________ 
 
MGS Board Member – next year (2014) we will need the following : 
 

Vice-President (Program Chairman) __________________________ 
 

Treasurer _______________________________________________ 
 
Dues are payable in January 2013 
 
Please pay dues at the January meeting or 
send a $25 check payable to MGS to: 
 
Kathy Krieger, MGS Treasurer 
160 Hummingbird Court 
Bailey CO 80421 
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