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Mountain Genealogists Society

Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7-9 p.m.               
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills
Evergreen, Colorado
Information: e-mail at 
dr.norton@coanimals.com

Officers
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Newsletter Co-Editors Michael Stills
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

March 14
Allen Steppler

My Friend Otto: The Life and Times of Otto 
Mears. A Colorado

Pioneer

Allen Steppler is a Native Coloradan who 
grew up on a farm his grandfather homesteaded 
in the Black Forest area just north of Colorado 
Springs. When his high school class (about 14 
students) had money to spend they took a trip 
around Colorado in a school bus. When they 
went over Red Mountain Pass he read a plaque 
at the top saying Otto Mears built this road. At 
the bottom was a plaque saying this was the spot 
of Otto Mears’ toll station. Allen always loved the 
history of Colorado and the name Otto Mears 
stuck in his head.

Jump ahead about forty years. Allen 
joined the Mountain Genealogists Society (he 
was our second president) and began 
researching his family. His great-grandfather
emigrated from Prussia in 1866, when his 
grandfather was only two months old, and settled 
in Fort Calhoun, Nebraska. When his grandfather 
was 10 or 12 years old he and his younger 
brother ran away from home following the 
railroad tracks to the Pacific. Coming back he 
bought a ticket on the Union Pacific Railroad and 
stopped in Colorado. He was hired by Otto Mears 
in Saguache, Colorado to run his farm. Again 
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Otto Mears name popped up. Allen bought books 
about Otto Mears and began researching him in 
earnest.

In honor or the 100-year anniversary of 
his grandfather’s homesteading he made a video 
of the information he had uncovered about his 
family for his parents. He had learned basic 
computer techniques on early computers while in 
the Air Force but is basically self-taught. He has 
produced documentaries for PBS under Bill Allen 
Videos (Black Smoke Blue Sky; Iron Horse Steel 
Men; and Challenge of Cumbres) and under 
American Frontier Films (Manifest Destiny: 
Episode I).

Listening to Allen talk about Otto Mears, I
was intrigued and amazed by all that Mears had 
accomplished. I think you will be too.

April 11
Show and Tell

This is an opportunity for members to share a 
special memento or heirloom or just tell us an 
interesting genealogically related story or how 
you chiseled through or went around your brick 
wall.

….Nanci Markusson
Program Chair

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

New members last year (2012)--in order of 
joining:

Kate O'Kami
Carl & Pat Jurgens

Sue Ashbaugh
Ginny Cerillo

Dee Ann Keller

New members so far in 2013:

Marjorie & Gregory Burnett

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Club News Updates

March is Irish-American Month. Do you 
have any Irish in your family tree? Be sure to join 
us March 14 for The Life and Times of Otto 
Mears presented by Allen Steppler. While Otto is 
not Irish, he has an Irish connection - come find 
out what it is. 

Have you visited our website lately? In 
addition to seeing what programs are 
forthcoming, Michael Stills has added all 
newsletters from 2008 to present and has added
Regional Research Locations for you to explore.

If you’re not dead yet, then Randi Marcos 
needs you to volunteer for the upcoming 
Cemetery Project. Stay tuned for more 
information. Better yet, join us at the meeting 
while you still can.

The third week in April is Organize Your 
Files Week, so get busy and start your Spring 
cleaning; however don’t be Foolish and miss our 
Show and Tell Program April 11th. Bring a 
special memento or heirloom or just tell us an 
interesting genealogy-related story. And while 
you’re organizing your files, set aside a few male 
family members in preparation for the Take the 
MGS Challenge in the Library Display in May. 
Well...their pictures anyway. Dale Devine will be 
collecting pictures through April of male family 
members for the display. We are encouraging 
our community to get involved in their Family 
History through Genealogy. (We celebrated 
female family members for Mother’s Day).

May 8-11 is the National Genealogical 
Society Family History Conference in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Be sure to let us know if you are 
attending. We have some information to share 
with you before you go. Further details can be 
obtained at the meetings.

So, if you have not updated your 
membership, you are past due. You can find a 
form at the end of this newsletter or a brochure 
online, or bring $25 to the next meeting. And if 
you really can’t attend, mail a check to Kathy 
Krieger, MGS Treasurer; 160 Hummingbird 
Court; Bailey, CO 80421.

Finally, if you did not get the message, we would
love to see YOU at our meetings.

Michael Stills
Newsletter Co-Editor
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GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS, PROJECTS

CGS 2013 Seminar
Featuring Jeanne Larzalere Bloom

The Colorado Genealogical Society is proud to 
welcome Jeanne Larzalere Bloom, a certified 
genealogist from Chicago, Illinois, as the speaker 
at the annual CGS Spring Seminar, Saturday, 
March 16, 2013 at the central Denver Public Library 
and on March 15 at the regular Friday evening CGS 
meeting. The seminar materials fee is $30. Jeanne's 
FREE Friday night program is "Those Amazing 
School Yearbooks," at Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 2300 S. Patton Court, Denver
Jeanne's programs on Saturday are:
- You’re Not in Kansas Any More: Essential 
Resources for Research in Urban Areas.
- But…It’s Not Where it is Supposed to Be! 
- Lost Children: Orphans, Vagrants, Delinquents, 
Half-Orphans, Dependents, Surrendered, Adopted
- National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers 
1866-1938.
For more information and the registration form: 
http://www.cogensoc.us/cgs2013seminar.pdf. Also 
if you have any questions, please call Kim Rogers, 
seminar chair, 303-400-1471

2013 CGS Genealogical Seminar Sponsored by 
Colorado Genealogical Society

and Denver Public Library

NGS Family History Conference
The National Genealogical Society approved the 

application of the Colorado Council of 
Genealogical Societies for a booth at the 

upcoming NGS Family History Conference in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, scheduled for May 8-11 at 

the Las Vegas Hotel and Casino

###########################

Mountain Genealogists Minutes

January 10, 2013

President Amy Norton called the meeting to 
order at 7 p.m. and introduced the evening’s 
guests.

Nanci Markusson gave the program report.  Pat 
Stark will speak in February on Synods, Sessions 
and Supplications.  Her talk is an explanation of 
the Presbyterian Church’s history and 

organization and can help explain Scots-Irish 
migration.  Allen Steppler will speak on the role 
of Otto Mears in Colorado history at the March 
meeting. One meeting each year is focused on 
club members rather than a featured speaker.  In 
past years the club has had: Show & Tell, Stations
(as in 2012) or a new possibility which the 
Palatines use, called Brick Walls.  A vote was 
taken and Show & Tell was selected. 

Amy explained that reading the minutes out loud 
at the meeting is outdated. Members voted to 
simply approve minutes which have been sent 
out via newsletter.  Secretary Deborah Darnell 
called for the approval of the minutes for the 
November 2012 meeting.  Minutes were 
approved as sent. 

Kathy Krieger gave the treasurer’s report and 
indicated that the club has a balance of $511.20. 
She is collecting this year’s annual dues 
beginning tonight.

Lois Hartley reported that the January/February 
Newsletter was emailed earlier this week.  Ideas 
and suggestions are welcome by the co-editors. 
Past newsletters are being posted on the 
Website and Michael Stills will be adding more as 
time allows.  Amy mentioned that the newsletter 
can now be accessed by doing a search for 
Mountain Genealogists Society and encouraged 
members to check out the site.  

Amy explained that the Church of the Hills has 
requested that the outside door to the building 
remain locked at all times. All churches in 
Evergreen have agreed to follow this new policy.  
The doorbell may be rung during daytime hours; 
however, each group will need to have a greeter 
at the front door prior to evening meetings.  A 
sign-up sheet was sent around for people to sign 
up to be a greeter for a monthly meeting.  
Members should let Amy know if they plan to be 
late.  A sign with Amy’s cell number will be 
posted on the door at 7 p.m. 

Amy reminded members that the club’s project 
for 2013 was assisting Bear Creek Cemetery. 
Randi Marcos reported on the meeting held at 
6:00 to 6:45 before tonight’s meeting.  She 
explained some projects which members of MGS 
might be interested in assisting with: 1) 
maintenance of cemetery; 2) repair of 
headstones; 3) documentation of gravesites.  
Future meetings will be held prior to regular 
MGS meetings.
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FFF will be held on Friday, January 25, 9:30-noon.  
People are welcome to come anytime during the 
session and bring brick walls or other challenges 
for the group on which to offer help and 
suggestions. 

Amy thanked Sylvia Robertson and Michael Stills 
for the evening’s treats. A signup sheet for treats 
for future meetings was sent around. 

After the break, Nanci Markusson introduced 
Barb Price, who spoke on Family Search:  Just a 
Few Things You Should Know.

Respectfully submitted,
Deborah Darnell, Secretary

[The February meeting was canceled due to 
weather conditions – Ed.]

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

CCGS Memorial Hall of Fame Awards

David S. Vogels Award and its 
Recipients

The Colorado Council of Genealogical Societies 
(CCGS) established the Memorial Hall of Fame-
David S. Vogels Award to recognize persons in 
Colorado who have given outstanding service to 
the genealogical community of Colorado as a 
whole. The award is presented annually at the 
October Meeting of CCGS. A plaque with names 
of the recipients is on display at the Western 
History/Genealogy Department of the Denver 
Public Library. The committee also encourages 
Council members to recognize the service and 
work of local individuals with awards and has the 
goal of publishing their accomplishments in the 
Council media.

Criteria for Election to the Memorial Hall 
of Fame

The nominee must have been deceased 
for at least 2 years prior to the nomination 
deadline.

The nominee must have significantly 
contributed to the field of genealogy in Colorado 
in a way that is unique, pioneering or exemplary. 
The contributions may include but are not 
limited to the following:

Authored books and/or other periodical 
material that added significantly to the published 
work relating to Colorado genealogy.

Participated in projects making Colorado 
genealogical source records available to the 
public by preserving, transcribing, translating, 
abstracting, indexing, and/or publishing such 
records.

Shared Colorado genealogical information 
and research methods and sources by teaching, 
lecturing and/or publishing educational 
materials.

Contributed time, labor and leadership to 
a Colorado genealogical or historical 
organization/periodical.

Contributed to Colorado legislation 
benefiting Colorado genealogy.

Contributed to Colorado genealogy by 
organizing a society, oral history program or 
other similar endeavors. 

Birdie Monk Holsclaw Memorial Fund 
and Awards

The Birdie Monk Holsclaw Memorial Fund, 
established in 2010, is a tribute to the memory of 
noted genealogist Birdie Monk Holsclaw. 
Distributions will be made to fund the 
Birdie Monk Holsclaw Memorial Lecture at the 
National Genealogical Society annual Conference 
and the Birdie Monk Holsclaw Memorial 
Scholarship. Distributions are awarded to those 
who have an interest in genealogy and wish to 
pursue genealogical-related education at the 
Samford University Institute of Genealogy and 
Historical Research (IGHR). Application is open 
to all genealogists and consists of a short resume 
listing genealogical experience and a 150-200 
word essay describing how IGHR will help 
advance their genealogical research skills. 
Deadline for Applications is October 1 each year. 
Click here for the application information. (PDF)

Birdie Monk Holsclaw Volunteer of the Year "The 
Birdie Award" is given to an outstanding living 
individual, society, group, library, archive or 
other organization that has provided outstanding 
volunteer service to the Colorado Council of 
Genealogical Societies or some area of 
genealogical service in Colorado. Nominations 
are due by September 1 each year. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

MGS Obituary Project

Did you know…?

Two of our original members, Faye Hess & 
Jackie Southard, began the Obituary Project 
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years ago. They went to the Evergreen Library 
each Friday morning for 10 years and extracted 
information for the years 1953-1995 from the 
local newspaper. They wrote the information on a 
form that was placed in binders at the library.

In 2005, our president, Kay Berzsenyi, organized 
MGS to summarize the obituaries from The 
Canyon Courier for the years 1953-1995 in a 
database which was then put on Rootsweb.com. 
Information collected included name, age, date of 
birth, occupation, date of death, spouse and 
parent’s names.

In 2009, our president, Randi Marcos, was asked 
by the Evergreen Library to again take on the 
Obituary Project for the years 1995-2007. 
Information to be added to the binders included 
children, place of birth and death, survivors, 
cause of death and place of burial, plus an actual 
image of the obituary. Each page was then 
placed in binders at the Evergreen Library.

Woody & Ruth Hardman were very instrumental 
in developing the forms that were used and 
placing the digital obituary image on the form. 
The project took a couple years of working at the 
library for many of our members. Woody also 
collected much data as to cause of death and 
age at time of death.

Information from High Timber Times was 
extracted after The Canyon Courier was finished. 
As a club, the indexing, input and printing of 1424 
Canyon Courier obituaries through 2009 was 
completed. A combined total of 2037 obituaries 
was delivered to the Evergreen Library for filing 
in 17 three-ring binders. They are on reference 
shelves in the library for all to view.

Wanda Schneider has continued to update 2009-
2012 obits from both papers. Jean Lambert 
collects obits from High Timber Times and 
Wanda collects from The Canyon Courier.

All articles from the MGS newsletters (2009-
2011) about the Obituary Project have been 
placed in a folder for all to read.

Stop in at the library and have a look at all the 
work MGS completed.

Wanda Schneider
wandasch13@gmail.com

Featured Member  - Lois Hartley

“Who are they?” My mother and I sat at her kitchen table 
in the 1970s, a photo album open in front of us filled with 
serrated-edged black and white fading pictures of young 
adults. Men in puttees and jaunty bowler hats. Women 
in impossibly voluminous long dresses and high-button 
shoes. All posing in outdoor settings, playing pranks, 
showing off Model Ts, having a jolly good time. ”These 
were our friends in the 1920s.”  Where were they now, 
fifty years later? No idea.

I still have the album, intact after another 40 years. I 
have managed to pursue my lineage back only a few 
generations without discovering any startling early 
relatives. Most interesting is a great-grandfather who 
was a Civil War veteran at age 18. Growing up in Ohio, I 
was aware of a Pennsylvania Dutch/German heritage on 
my mother’s side and English on my father’s side. I have 
found that these families were farmers and “salt of the 
earth” people who lived by their own hands. My “brick 
wall” is a great-great-grandfather from either Louisiana 
or Pennsylvania!

A journalism degree from Ohio University has given me 
the opportunity to indulge my love of writing, both for 
small publications and my own enjoyment. My journey 
from Ohio brought me to Colorado 15 years ago by way 
of 12 years in California as a legal assistant during the 
birth and growth of Silicon Valley. My three sons and 
their families (including two grandchildren) are scattered 
– one in Florida, another in Highlands Ranch and the 
other here in Evergreen. Volunteering has allowed me to 
make and appreciate many new friendships here. I was 
a runner for many years and enjoy hiking in our beautiful 
mountains with my dog Chester and our good friends.

…Lois Hartley

Treat Schedule

March Shirley Olson and Lois Hartley
April Sue Ashbaugh and Mary Miller
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=======================================================================

2013 Mountain Genealogists Society
Membership Renewal Form

Note: if there are no changes in your information, you don't need to fill out this form

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________

Telephone number ______________________________________________

Email address __________________________________________________

We always need volunteers – please let us know how you would like to help:

Phone tree - make phone calls when needed _________________________

MGS Board Member – next year (2014) we will need the following :

Vice-President (Program Chairman) __________________________

Treasurer ______________________________         

Dues are payable in January 2013

Please pay dues at the January meeting or
send a $25 check payable to MGS to:

Kathy Krieger, MGS Treasurer
160 Hummingbird Court
Bailey, CO 80421
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Note to the Membership Regarding Security Concerns at Church of the Hills

Church of the Hills has asked, due to recent security concerns in the community, that our 
members be aware of and follow these policies when accessing the building: 

• During business hours, please ring the doorbell if you do not have a key. The office staff 
will then let you in the building.

• For our evening meeting, someone will stay at the door to greet and let in members, 
guests etc., and direct them to the meeting room, then lock the door promptly at 7 p.m. We have 
a list of volunteers who will serve as greeters on specific dates. 

• If you are running late, call Amy’s cell phone number (303-653-8388) and someone will 
let you in.

• Remember that Church of the Hills appreciates our careful use of their facilities and asks 
us to all work together to provide a safe space for everyone concerned.

Amy Norton,
President


