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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00-9:00 PM                
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: e-mail at  
dr.norton@coanimals.com 
 
2012  MGS Officers 
President:                                Amy Norton   
Program Chair:                Nanci Markusson  
Treasurer:                              Kathy Krieger  
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

 
Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 
September            Peggy Durham 
October                Jean Robertson 
 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

   With Previews by Nanci Markusson 
 

September 13  John Steinle                   
The War of 1812 

 
The War of 1812 is a forgotten war coming 
on the heels of the Revolutionary War.  
John Steinle will speak about this war.  

John is the administrator of Hiwan 
Museum.  He grew up in Hamilton, Ohio 
and graduated with a Fine Arts degree from 
the University of Dayton.  He went to 
graduate school at Wright State University, 
also in Dayton and received a degree in 
Museum and Archival Management.   He 
worked in a number of museums in Ohio 
and came to Colorado in 1992.  He hasn’t 
done much genealogy but wants to find out 
about a great great grandfather who served 
in the War of 1812. 

 
October 11  Carol Cooke Darrow           
Location, Location, Location:   
 
The Key to Genealogical Success: is 

researching in your ancestor’s County.  
Carol says that most genealogy records are 
created on the local level so it’s vital that 
you learn as much as possible about the 
county boundaries, history, maps, 
population, geography, religions, vital 
records, taxes and occupations of your 
ancestor's  hometown.  When you become 
an expert on that location, you will find 
many of the records you are looking for. 
 
 Carol was born in Washington DC 
and lived in Philadelphia before the family 
moved back to Dallas where her parents 
were from.  In 1997, her mother gave her 
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some Bible pages but she wasn’t 
interested.  However she copied the 
information down and sent them on to an 
uncle.  Her mother also gave to her the 
death certificate of her grandfather, but 
didn’t list his mother’s name.  She 
recognized the location as Mt Ida, 
Arkansas.  It was the home of Charlie 
Weaver the comedian.  That perked her 
interest and she wanted to know more 
about Mt Ida and to try to find her 
grandfather's mother's name.  She put a 
query on the internet and found many 
cousins.  She has done personal research 
in Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia as 
her Cooke line, who came to this country in 
1720 and moved around.   
 
On another line she has researched 
extensively in Arkansas.  She has not done 
any research overseas.  All of her 
ancestors were in this country by 1776. 
 
Carol is a certified genealogist who 
specializes in U.S. records and research.  
She is the co-author of The Genealogist’s 
Guide to Researching Tax Records and is 
past president of the Colorado 
Genealogical Society. 

 
November  8  Dorothy Bernay  
Carry Me Back to Old Virginny 

 
Dorothy will be exploring early Virginia 
history and the records that are critical in 
locating  Virginia ancestors.  The focus of 
her presentation will be the locations of 
those records which are pivotal for 
successful results. 
 

Dorothy has been interested in genealogy 
for many years but was unable to work on it 
until she retired.  She has been working on 
her genealogy full time since 2001.  Her 
mother had done research off and on for 
thirty years.  After two years, Dorothy gave 
her mother the results of her research 
including documentation for her mother to 
join the DAR.   

She has held the offices of president, vice-
president for membership and is currently 
the genealogist with the Aurora Genealogy 
Society. 
 

 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS,  PROJECTS  
1940 Census is now indexed! 
and available.The indexes are complete and 
fully searchable at the following sites as of 
9 August 2012:  
 
http://www.ancestry.com/1940census  
The complete 1940 U.S. Census index is 
ready to search on Ancestry.com. All these 
records remain searchable for free through 
2013 at Ancestry.com.  
 
https://familysearch.org/1940census  
The complete 1940 U.S. Census is now 
fully indexed and arbitrated according to a 
Family Search blog posting on August 3.  ― 
 
In our last newsletter, we announced this 
long awaited release of the 1940 Census. 
This was critical and interesting to many in 
our club as for the first time names you 
would recognize first hand, including of all 
things your own, would be listed. 
 
Well, having access to the Census was not 
all that helpful for research except in the 
case where you knew exactly where the 
individual was living in 1940.  Seeing the 
actual Census pages could lead to 
information about other family members 
and neighbors.  However, the real 
usefulness of this census, as with all data 
bases, is the capability to search for a 
name which requires indexing.    
 
This required a major effort by many 
thousands of people who were willing to do 
this work.   Family Search provided 
convenient and easy to use software and 
the work began.  In record time the 
indexing of the entire census was 
completed.    
Thanks to all who made this great resource 
available by participating in this indexing 
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project. By the way,  indexing is  an 
ongoing thing with the Family Search 
software, one can select any project and 
work away.  It is a great way to spend a few 
hours each week contributing to the world 
of genealogy.  
 
From the Tagology Newsletter here is another 

indexing project up and going: 

Indexing US Immigration and  

Naturalization Records  
 
Now that the indexing of the 1940 US 
Census is completed, you might consider 
working with these US Immigration and 
Naturalization records. There are five 
current projects available for indexing.  
 
· US (Community Project), California, 
Northern—Naturalization Index, 1860–1989  
· US (Community Project), Louisiana, New 
Orleans—Passenger Lists, 1903–1945  
· US (Community Project), Massachusetts, 
Boston—Passenger Lists, 1820–1891 [Part 
A]  
· US (Community Project), Pennsylvania—
Philadelphia Passenger Lists, 1800-1882  
· US (Community Project)—Index to 
Passenger Lists at Atlantic and Gulf 
Coasts, 1820–1874  
 
To help with any of these projects, you 
simply need to open the indexing program, 
click the Download Batch button, and then 
click Show all projects in the upper left 
corner of the dialog box. Scroll through the 
list to find all of the community projects 
grouped together and decide which project 
you would like to help with. Project 
instructions are always available along with 
project updates and other helps. 
 
2012 Palatines to America  
Fall Seminar  Oct 20, 2012 
 
See flyer for details 
 
FGS FORUM Summer 2012 Issue Now 
Online 

fgsforumsubs@fgs.org 

 
Upcoming  Seminars in Colorado 
 
September 22nd – All Things Cemetery at 
Riverside Cemetery – sponsored by 
Colorado Genealogy Society – see their 
website for more details.  
www.cogensoc.us 
 
September 22nd – Using Ancestry and 
Heritage Quest 10-3 at the Bemis Library.  
Sponsored by Columbine Genealogy 
Society.  www.columbinegenealogy.com 
November 10th – 9:30 – 4 pm at Denver 
Public Library   
 
WISE (Wales, Irish, Scottish and English 
researchers) will host their annual seminar 
on ―English Research‖  David McDonald 
will be the key note speaker.  For more 
information see their website at www.wise-
fhs.org 
 

President’s Corner 
  
Much to our chagrin, the best days of 
summer are behind us again.   It is time to 
settle into the winter routine.  That begins 
with our club meetings starting up with the  
September meeting.   A lineup of excellent 
programs is planned for our September, 
October, and November meetings.   We 
invite all members to come and bring 
friends with them who might be interested. 
in the programs that are scheduled.   The 
club has always been very hospitable to 
visitors and new members and we hope to 
have many new members join in the 
coming months.  The refreshments are 
always good and we enjoy them before the 
talks, so whether good or bad, we always 
listen to our speakers with a "full stomach". 

 
 
 
 
 

Featured Member  - Sylvia Robinson 
A column dedicated to personal histories and 

individual research successes. 

mailto:fgsforumsubs@fgs.org
http://www.cogensoc.us/
http://www.columbinegenealogy.com/
http://www.wise-fhs.org/
http://www.wise-fhs.org/
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My Story 
I am probably the last person on Earth to 
ask to write about genealogy because my 
research has been so minimal. However, I 
did decide to write about my maternal 
grandmother, Maud Swindler Easter, and in 
doing so, I may have caught the genealogy 
bug.   
 
While visiting my family in Topeka, Kansas 
last month, my niece brought out some old 
photos and asked for help with 
identification.  Right away we knew the 
pretty, three year blonde setting with her 
brother was our grandmother because she 
looked so gloomy.    
 
About twenty years ago, my cousin Esther 
called from Olathe, KS.    I had no idea who 
she was.  She explained that she was 
working on her genealogy which involved 
her great grandmother Paulina Swindler 
who, it turns out, was my great 
grandmother’s sister.  My ancestor was 
named California (Callie) Swindler .  They 
and their six siblings were all born in 
Crawfordsville, Indiana.    
 
Callie married George Kendall in 1873 and 
gave birth to Grandmother Maud in 1875.  
They moved to Kansas City, Kansas and a 
few years later presented Maud with a 
brother, Walter.  A divorce followed (We 
think George was an alcoholic.)  and Callie 
moved back to Chicago leaving Maud and 
Walter with a friend.  Paulina was appalled, 
so she rescued the two and moved them 
into her household already overrun with six 
children.   
 
Callie died of pneumonia in Chicago in 
1911.  Her brother had her body brought 
back to Indiana and she was buried in an 
IOOF cemetery. ( the Independent 
Organization of Odd Fellows-- an 
interesting organization originating in 17th 
Century England).   Esther and her 
husband tried to find her grave, but the 
cemetery was so completely overgrown 
they were reluctant to venture in. 

 
Somewhere along the way Maud met 
Cyrus Edgar Easter who grew up on a farm 
in Harleysville, Kansas .   My mother had 
given me a grocery bag containing about 
50 letters written by Edgar to Maud 
between 1896-1897.  I found some helpful 
information in a few of them.  
 
Cyrus (Ed) was working at the Fuller Bros 
Lumber and Box Factory in Kansas City, 
Kansas –as seen on some of the 
letterheads-- and she was working for a 
doctor in Ottawa , Kansas.  (home of Gary 
Hart).   At one point she had asked Ed to 
look up her father George in Kansas City..  
He mentioned in one of his letters that he 
might be living in a boarding house over a 
saloon.   She never found him.   
 
Ed and Maud married on Dec. 22, 1897 at 
Paulina’s house in Kansas City.  His 
parents begged them to move to 
Harleysville and farm, promising cows, 
chickens etc, but she wanted no part of 
that.  Today Harleysville is a town of about 
250 people. It is located about 100 miles 
west of Topeka.  Well, they did make their 
home there.  Their first child, Helen, died 
suddenly at age 3 from ―stomach trouble 
and brain fever‖ according to an obituary in 
1911.  She is buried in the cemetery at 
Harleysville.   
 
Ed worked as a carpenter in Topeka, and  
Maud enjoyed entertaining the ladies of the 
Christian Church--Disciples of Christ.  They 
lived in various houses around Topeka. We 
were always surprised at how often they 
moved, probably Maud’s idea. When I was 
in junior high, we attended their 50th 
wedding anniversary celebration at one of 
our favorite houses; it is still there. Their 
last home was a small bungalow next door 
to our family house.  This was rather 
difficult for my mother because she didn’t 
care much for Maud.—probably for good 
reasons. Ed died in 1958 and Maud died a 
few years later.  I can now understand her 
serious demeanor, and I feel a lot of 



  5 

sympathy for her.  We knew her as our 
grandmother, but we really didn’t know her. 
 
 

Mountain Genealogists Minutes                      
 

MGS Board Meeting Minutes 
July 31, 2012 

 
Officer elections will take place in 
November, 2012 for President, Secretary 
and Newsletter editor. 
 
Kathy Krieger gave the treasurer’s report.  
The board has selected eleven book titles 
for the Faye Hess Memorial that the club 
could purchase for the Evergreen Library 
with the funds collected. Those books are 
listed below. 

1.  ―101 Brick Wall Busters: 
Solutions to Overcome you 
Genealogical Challenges‖ 

2. ―Ancestral Trails: The Complete 
Guide to British Genealogy and 
Family History‖ (revised) 

3. ―How to Climb Your Family Tree: 
Genealogy for Beginners‖ 

4. ―Mastering Immigration and 
Naturalization Records‖ 

5. ―Quillan’s  Essentials of 
Genealogy: Mastering Census 
and Military Records‖ 

6. ―Research Your Surname and 
Your Family Tree:  Find Out 
What Your Surname Means and 
Trace Your Ancestors Who 
Share It Too‖ 

7. ―South Carolinians in the 
Revolution: with Service Records 
and Misc. Data.  Also, Abstracts 
of Wills, Laurens County (96 
District), 1775‖ 

8. ―Tracing your Criminal 
Ancestors‖ 

9. ―Tracing  your Railway 
Ancestors: A Guide for Family 
Historians‖ 

10. ‖Your Swedish Roots: A Step-by-
Step Handbook‖ 

11. ―Far Northern Connections: 
Researching your Sami (and 
other) Ancestors in Northern 
Norway, Sweden, Finland & 
Russia‖ 

 

Kathy reported that proposed expenditures 
for use of the church was $200, and 
speakers was $150, $50 less than 
expected.  Kathy is expecting 
approximately $650 as a club balance at 
the end of 2012. 
 
Both Randi and Kathy mentioned the 
moneys set aside for donations: 
Projects to whom MGS usually donates 
money are both national and statewide.  
The Colorado Council of Genealogical 
Societies asks for donations to the Birdie 
Holsclaw Fund; if money is available, the 
Club normally gives $100.  
 
Also, The Institute of Genealogical and 
Historical Research (IGHR) asks for 
donations for their scholarship fund. The 
application for the scholarship fund is on 
the CCGS website.  Whether the FGS 
website is still raising donations for the 
research program on the War of 1812 is 
unclear.   
 
The Jefferson County Historical Society is 
also looking for donations for their digitizing 
photo project. 
 
Randi discussed the Colorado Council of 
Genealogical Societies. The new President 
pro tem is Gail Arnet. 
 
CCGS indicated that Colorado was the 
second state to complete the digitizing of 
the 1940 Census.   CCGS is attempting to 
create a listing of each club’s speakers on 
their website which would be open to other 
clubs who might be looking for new 
speakers themselves. 
 
The MGS website has been updated by 
Mike Stills.  He has added the Bylaws, 
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future speakers and projects among other 
needed changes. 
 
Amy mentioned that information on each club’s 
officers (names, addresses, email addresses 
and phone numbers) goes to CCGS; however, 
it is coded and not made public to anyone 
visiting their website. 
 
The Colorado Genealogy Society is also 
sponsoring a tour of the Riverside Cemetery on 
September 22, 2012. 
 
Randi indicated that The National Genealogy 
Society (NGS) will hold their May Conference 
in Las Vegas. 
 
The Cemetery Project was deemed too large 
for the club to continue working on.  Instead, 
Amy made the suggestion that the club 
sponsor a cemetery for us to periodically clean 
up and repair when needed.  Randi suggested 
that we consider the Bear Creek (Evergreen) 
Cemetery.  She would ask the cemetery board 
for suggestions on the needs of the cemetery. 
Amy and Randi both suggested having a sign 
built for the cemetery as part of the proposed 
project. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Bob Jennings, Secretary 

 
Genealogy Humor 

As we all tend to use computers, this issue we fill 
the last page with Computer Humor 
***************************** 

Tech  support:  What kind of computer do you 
have? 

Customer:    A  white one... 
Tech  support:    Click  on the 'my computer' icon on  

the left of the screen. 
Customer:    Your left or my left? 

**************************** 
Customer:  Hi, good afternoon, this is Martha, I 
can't print. Every time I try, it says 'Can't find  

printer'.  I've even lifted the printer and placed it in 
front of the monitor, but the computer still 

says he can't find it.. 
Tech  support:  What's on your monitor now, 

ma'am? 
Customer:  A teddy bear my boyfriend bought for 

me at the 7-11. 
**************************** 

Customer:  My keyboard  is not working anymore. 
Tech  support:  Are you sure it's plugged into the 

computer? 
Customer:  No. I can't  get behind the computer. 

Tech  support:  Pick up your keyboard and walk 10 
paces back. 

Customer:   OK 
Tech support:  Did the  keyboard come with you? 

Customer:  Yes 
Tech support:  That means the keyboard  is not 

plugged in. 
**************************** 

Customer:  I can't get on the Internet. 
Tech support:  Are you sure you used the right 

password? 
Customer:  Yes, I'm sure. I saw my colleague do it. 
Tech  support:  Can you tell me what the password 

was? 
Customer:  Five dots. 

**************************** 
Customer:  I'm writing my first email. 

Tech support:  OK, and what seems to be the 
problem? 

Customer:  Well, I have the letter 'a' in the address, 
but how do get the little circle around it? 

**************************** 
A woman customer called the Canon help desk with 

a problem with her printer. 
Tech support:  Are you running it under windows? 

Customer:  'No, my desk is next to the door, but 
that is a good point. 

The man sitting in the cubicle next to me is under a 
window, and his printer is working fine.' 

**************************** 
And last but not least! 

Tech  support: 'Okay Bob, let's  press the control 
and escape keys at 

the same time. That brings up a task list in the 
middle of the screen. 

Now type the letter 'P' to bring up the Program  
Manager.' 

Customer:  I don't have a P. 
Tech  support:  On your keyboard. 

Customer:  What do you mean? 
Tech support:  'P' on your keyboard,  

Customer:  I'M NOT GOING TO DO THAT! 

 


