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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00-9:00 PM                
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: e-mail at  
dr.norton@coanimals.com 
 
2012  MGS Officers 

President:                                Amy Norton   
Program Chair:                   Nanci Markusson  
Treasurer:                              Kathy Krieger  
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

 
Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 
March                   Mary Miller 
                             Bob Jennings 

 
MGS Speakers 

         With Previews and reviews by Nanci 
Markusson 

 
Reviews of previous Programs: 

 

Here are the links for Newspapers Online 

promised by Wendel Cox at the January 

meeting.  Nanci Markusson had sent this 

information previously, but here it is again.  
 

ICON (International Coalition on Digital 

Newspapers): Newspaper Digitization 

http://icon.crl.edu/digitization.htm    This is an 

up-to-date list of U.S. and international 

newspaper digitization projects with helpful 

jumps to States and Countries, as well as 

distinction between pay and free sites. 
  

Chronicling America 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 

State projects funded by the National 

Endowment for the Humanities, hosted by the 

Library of Congress. Not all states, but what is 

there often is simply gorgeous. And for those 

interested, you simply must read a few pages of 

Lawrenceburg, Kentucky's greatest weekly, a 

title simply known as "It". 
  

Colorado Historic Newspapers 

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/ 

An old stalwart, but expanding slowly as funds 

permit. 
  

London Gazette, Edinburgh Gazette, and the 

Belfast Gazette 

http://www.london-gazette.co.uk/ 

http://www.edinburgh-gazette.co.uk/ 

http://www.belfast-gazette.co.uk/ 

British papers of record, replete with legal 

notices, bankruptcies, military and political 

appointments, and other information 

 

MGS Newsletter 
 

A Bimonthly Publication of the Mountain Genealogists Society from 
the Evergreen-Conifer Area in Colorado  
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Regarding the February 9, 2012 meeting 
on  The History of Religion from the 

Reformation presented by Jeremy Garber, 
Nanci has written a very thought provoking 

analysis of/ and addition to the materials 

delivered by Jeremy Garber at the meeting. Her 

analysis was sent to all by separate email 

directly from Nanci.  I hope you have all been 

able to read it and I encourage you to thank 

Nanci for her efforts.  

 

Upcoming Programs 

 March 8, 2012 
“Writing Family History Your Relatives Will 
Read”  by Pat Roberts 

 
 You work hard researching and gathering 
information about your family and no one is 
interested.     What to do?        Pat Roberts 
is going to tell us at the March 8 meeting.      
This will be a preview of one of the talks 
she will give at the national conference of 
the National Genealogical Society in May in 
Cincinnati.  Pat is uniquely qualified in both 
the writing and genealogical fields.  For all 
you budding and non-budding writers this is 
your opportunity. 
 
 Pat is a genealogy researcher, teacher, 
lecturer and writer.  She has had thirty plus 
years of genealogical experience.   She is 
active in many national, state and local 
genealogy societies.  She is past president 
of the Colorado Council of Genealogical 
Societies and also of the Boulder 
Genealogical Society.     Pat graduated 
from the University of Colorado with a 
major in English and a minor in history.    
She has attended numerous summer 
sessions at the highly regarded University 
of Iowa Writer’s Institute and Samford 
University’s Institute for Genealogical 
Research.    She has also been a delegate 
to the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
for a number of years and is currently 
Education Chair for the Boulder 
Genealogical Society and the Lineage 
Specialist for the Denver Chapter of DAR. 
 

April 11, 2012: (Wednesday) 
Tour of the Denver Public Library.  There is a 

wealth of information there.   I have been 
told it is the best genealogy library between 
the Mississippi and the west coast with the 
exception of the Family History Library in 
Salt Lake.  The Library opens at 10:00 AM 
and the tour will be from 10:30AM – 12 or 
so, according to James Jeffrey.    If  people 
want to stay and do research after the tour 
this is a good time with all the information 
still fresh in your mind.     We could go to 
lunch downtown.  We could carpool.    I 
hope all of you who have not used the 
Denver Public Library will plan to come.     
Please call me and let me know if you are 
coming.  I need to tell James and we can 
also make plans to coordinate travel to the 
Library..     Nanci Markusson 
@earthlink.net or 303 674 0764 
 

April 12, 2012  

Introduction to the 1940 Census Research,  by 
Marene Baker 
 
In April, the 1940 census will come out and 
a lot of material will be available to 
genealogists.  Marene Baker, an archivist 
at the National Archives,  will talk about the 
major innovations for the 1940 census, the 
instructions to the Enumerator, and new 
questions asked in the 1940 census.  She 
will tell us how to prepare for the 1940 
census research and how to find our 
ancestors using this new resource. 
 
Marene Baker has a B.A. in history from 
The Catholic University of America in 
Washington, D.C., an M.A. in History and 
Public History from New Mexico State 
University, and is also a Certified Archivist.  
She has been at the National Archives  in 
Denver since 2000.   Prior to working for 
the National Archives, Marene worked as a 
curator for the National Park Service at 
Yosemite and Petrified Forest National 
Parks. 
 
 She grew up in Maryland.   While working 
at the National Archives, she had to learn 
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how to do genealogy research.     Her 
ancestors are from Pennsylvania and 
Ireland.   She has ancestors from both 
Northern and Southern Ireland and 
consequently has both Irish Catholics and 
Scotch-Irish in her lineage.    Right now she 
says she is only using Federal records in 
her research, but will branch out to other 
sources later.   And, she is one of us.  She 
lives in Indian Hills and was married at 
Christ the King Catholic Church here in 
Evergreen. 
 
                   ++++++++++                       
Future plans include a talk entitled ‘The 
Power of Family Legends’ by Cari Taplin.  
Marge is still working on this one 
 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS,  PROJECTS 

GGSC Meeting Reminder 

 TTuueessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  66,,  22001122,,  aatt  1100::1155aamm 

 Denver Public Library, 5th Floor Meeting Room 

Dating and Identifying Heritage Photographs 

Don't give up on those mystery 
photographs. This lecture will examine 
ways to find new clues and identities in 
neglected and fading old family photos. 

Patricia Jordan Roberts is a nationally 
recognized and respected speaker. She is 
past-president of Colorado Council 
Genealogical Societies, an alumnus of 
IGHR, SLIG, Iowa Writer's Workshops, and 
a frequent lecturer for Colorado, regional 
and national societies. She is a member of 
the National Genealogical Society, Boulder 
Genealogical Society, NS, DAR, and is 
actively engaged in German research. 

 
Conifer Historical Society  
 

A special program is planned featuring 
prominent members of MGS.  This will be a 
panel discussion on "Genealogy - Where to 
Begin"  by several members of the 
Mountain Genealogical Society on Wed. 
March 28 at 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at 

Conifer Community Church.  Cost is $5.00 
except for members of the Historical 
Society.  Wanda Schneider will be the 
facilitator and panel members are Grant 
Merrill, speaking on the many computer 
sites available for your beginning research, 
Ruth Hardman sharing information on 
Family Search and the information 
available at the Family History Centers in 
the Denver Area.  Pam Saba will share 
information that may be found at the 
Archives in Denver and Garth Combs is 
sharing information that one may find by 
walking through the cemeteries which hold 
the remains of ancestors and also what 
information might be found in Probate and 
Will Records. 
  
Lunch will be a "brown bag" so you are 
welcome to bring a sack lunch or you can 
call Wanda at 720-333-0223 for more 
information.  Beverages and cookies will be 
provided.  This will be a great opportunity to 
introduce potential new members to MGS. 

 
The National Genealogical Society, 
The 2012 Family History Conference is 
May 9-12 in Cincinnati, Ohio.with the theme   
*The Ohio River-Gateway to the Western 
Frontier .    For more information go to their 
website: www.ngsgenealogy.org 

 

2012 Palatines to America Seminar 
 
To all Germanic Researchers: 
  
You are invited to attend the Spring, All-
Day Seminar by the Colorado Chapter, 
Palatines to America.   The featured 
speaker is Mr. Hank Z. Jones, FASG, noted 
genealogist.  The seminar will be held on 
Sat, April 28, 2012 from 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm, at the Ramada Plaza Denver Central, 
4849 Bannock Street, Denver (west of I-25 
& I-70). If you attended the April 2011 
seminar, this is at the same place.  
If you have any questions about this 
seminar, call Gina Moore at 303-779-8762 
or Sandra Carter-Duff at 303-777-1391. 
  

http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
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1940 Census Coming Soon! 

 

As the release date approaches for the 
1940 Census, so does  the activity 
surrounding that event.  At the recent 
RootsTech Conference held in Salt Lake 
City earlier this month, MagicKey, LLC, a 
FamilySearch affiliate announced that the 
1940 Census extraction forms are available 
in its new release of MagiCensus Deluxe.  
They apparently offer what they report to 
be probably the largest collection of census 
extraction forms at a cost of $49.99.  If 
anyone in the club is familiar with this 
source, please let me know and we can get 
it out to the membership of MGS. 
 
Alternatively, Steve Morse has developed 
ways to extract the 1940 Census 
information at http://stevemorse.org. 
 
The call for volunteers to help 
FamilySearch in indexing the 1940 Census 
is  open.  See the website for this at 
http://familysearch.org/1940Census  for  more 
information and to register. 
                     +++++++++                       
One other source for the 1940 Census has 
been found by Deborah Darnell. The 
National Archives is going public with the 
release through its own website.  See 
attached press release at: 
http://www.archives.gov/press/press-
releases/2012/nr12-70.html 
 
See the announcement above for our own MGS 
meeting on this topic. 

 
KingSoft Office Suite 2012 

 I have downloaded a free Kingsoft Office 
Suite 2012 which may be of interest.  
There is a professional version available for 
$69.95, but I find the spreadsheet and word 
processing in the free download version to 
be totally compatible with Microsoft Word 
and Excel for my purposes.  I have created 
files in both Kingsoft and Microsoft and 
moved the files in both directions with no 
problems.   I have not tested the 
Powerpoint equivalent in the two software 

suites, but I am confident it will work also.  
It appears to be a very affordable 
alternative to updating to Microsoft Office 
2012.  As for the differences, I read that the 
free version does not support Visual Basic 
or Macros, so if you are a power user, you 
should consider the professional version 
when you download.  There is a 30-day 
free evaluation version available. 

One other thing, the suite is available only 
for Windows at this time..   To download 
the free version go to: 
http://www.kingsoftstore.com/kingsoft-office-
freeware.html. 

The professional version is available at: 
http://www.kingsoftstore.com/professional-office-
suite.html. 

SSDI Threat 

"Some of you may be aware of threats to 
restrict access to the Social Security Death 
Index (SSDI). 

As part of its "Stop Identity Theft Now!" 
campaign, the Genealogy Records 
Preservation and Access Committee has 
launched a petition drive to help preserve 
access to SSDI.    Consider learning about 
the petition at: 
http://www.fgs.org/rpac/2012/02/08/ssdi-frequently-
asked-questions-faq%E2%80%99s/  Source: 
Michael John Neill in TAGOLOGY Newsletter. 

Family History Center news 

 FamilySearch 
to Raise Prices of Microfilm 
Rentals by 50% 

This shouldn't surprise anyone! 
FamilySearch will raise the price of film 
loans in family history centers as of 15 
February 2012. Short-term film loans used 
to cost $5 U.S., but will now cost $7.50. 
Prices for short-term film loan extensions, 
extended film loans, and microfiche loans 
will also increase.    The price of raw 

http://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases/2012/nr12-70.html
http://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases/2012/nr12-70.html
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microfilm stock has skyrocketed in recent 
months and now raw microfilms are almost 
impossible to find as the microfilm 
manufacturers are shutting down their 
production lines. FamilySearch is finding it 
difficult to purchase even enough raw 
microfilm stock to make duplicates of 
existing films. Of course, creating new 
microfilms is essentially impossible so 
FamilySearch has already converted to all-
digital production for all new products and 
is converting older products to digital 
images as rapidly as possible. 

FamilySearch added another 30 million 
new, free records online(16 million indexed 
names and 14 million browsable images). 
Totally new collections from Canada, 
England, Germany, Italy, Micronesia, 
Slovenia, and the United States can now 
be searched for free. Millions of new U.S. 
birth, marriage and death records, and over 
9 million church records from Sweden were 
also added. Find your ancestors now 
at FamilySearch.org. 
 
Searchable records on FamilySearch.org 
are made possible by thousands of 
volunteers from around the world who 
transcribe (index) the information from 
handwritten records to make them easily 
searchable by computer. More volunteers 
are needed (particularly those who can 
read foreign languages) to keep pace with 
the amount of digital images being 
published online at FamilySearch.org. 
Learn more about how to help provide free 
access to the world’s historic genealogical 
records as an indexer at FamilySearch.org. 
 
(This announcement courtesy of Eastman Online 
Genealogy Newsletter, hence the colored background). 

Recommended Website 

I repeat again my recommendation of 
Eastman's Online Genealogy newsletter 
www.eogn.com.  This is just a very good 
resource.  You will receive a weekly free 
version that is very instructive and provides 
great insight into developments in the world 

of genealogy.  I have never looked at the plus 
version which you have to pay for.  No doubt, it 

goes into more detail, (editor) 

President’s Corner    
  
Dear MGS Members, 
 
As most of you know, and as mentioned 
earlier in the newsletter, in April, the 1940 
census is becoming available.  I did some 
reading about it and was surprised to 
realize that some of you were alive at that 
time!  This includes my parents.  I didn’t 
understand the importance of this census 
until I read that it has many more questions 
than were previously asked.  The person 
who answered the questions for the 
household is noted.  Also where people 
lived 5 years before, the highest level of 
education and detailed information about 
income and occupation will be included.  
There are 132 million people included in 
the census.  At that time, 48 states were 
part of America.  Alaska and Hawaii were 
not included until the 1960 census. 
 
Although the census will be available 
digitally immediately, unless you know 
exactly where to look, it will be frustrating.  
As with previous Census's , it needs to be 
indexed.  There is a project called the 1940 
US Census Community Project, that is a 
joint initiative between Archives.com, 
FamilySearch, findmypast.com and other 
leading genealogy organizations.  They will  
coordinate efforts to provide quick access 
to the digital images by immediately 
starting the indexing to make them 
searchable online with free and open 
access. 
 
The more people that work on this 
indexing, the faster it will be completed.  So 
think about putting in some time to help the 
genealogy community and yourself in future 
research efforts.  As a club, we will 
consider doing some work days on this 
project.  Let me know if you would be 
interested.  So put April 2nd on your 

https://www.familysearch.org/
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2012/02/familysearch-adds-free-records-from-21-countries.html
http://familysearch.org/
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2012/02/familysearch-adds-free-records-from-21-countries.html
http://familysearch.org/
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calendar  We will all be looking forward to 
this day. 
 
Amy  
 
Featured Member  - Deborah Darnell 
 
Unlike many of my generation, I grew up 
with no relatives living close by.  My 
nearest aunt and uncle lived about 500 
miles away and their two children were 
much older than my sister and I  .  My 
parents were both from St. Louis, Missouri 
but moved to California shortly after WWII. 
They settled first in Long Beach and then 
moved to Santa Barbara where my sister, 
Diane, and I were born as part of the early 
Baby Boomers.  
 
I grew up in Santa Maria, CA and lived in 
the same home from 4 years old until when 
I left home to attend Santa Clara University.  
There I met my husband, Jack (also a 
native Californian) and we married at the 
Santa Clara Mission.    Jack went on to 
complete his Masters Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering at University of 
Calif., Berkeley.    I had planned to become 
an elementary school teacher, but instead 
became a stay-at-home mom for our two 
children, Christine and Brian.    We lived in 
Berkeley until 1996 and then moved to 
Maryland for Jack’s work.    We spent 5 
years there before relocating to Colorado 
where Jack joined the management team 
at the National Renewable Energy Lab 
(NREL) in Golden.    He now is semi-retired 
and works for Zachary Engineering in 
downtown Denver.    We have lived in 
Evergreen for 11 years and love the active 
lifestyle.   
 
As a dedicated volunteer, I follow my 
passion for both history and wild flowers.  I 
am a house guide at Hiwan Homestead 
Museum and have recently become a 
curatorial assistant at Hazel Humphrey 
Museum.     I have also volunteered at the 
Denver Firefighter’s Museum and with the 
Denver Mountain Parks, working on the 

CCC collection in Morrison.    I  lead 
wildflower hikes on Mt. Evans for the 
Denver Botanic Gardens, am a Native 
Plant Master and a Volunteer Naturalist at 
Roxborough State Park.    Jack and I are 
both Volunteer Patrollers for Open Space. 
In my spare time, I also make lap quilts for 
the Evergreen People Comforters.  I love 
hiking and hike with the Evergreen 
Newcomers.   
 
Most of our ancestors were German.  
Jack’s settled first in Henry, Illinois and 
then in Omaha, Nebraska.    Mine settled in 
St. Louis, MO.  A great aunt of Jack’s had 
done research on his mother’s side of the 
family and we have made two forays into 
following up on her information.    We 
visited Wahoo, NE where his grandfather 
was born and Cheyenne, WY where 4 
great-great uncles/aunts had lived in the 
early 1900’s.   Researching at the WY 
State archives was very productive.  We 
found information in the City Directories, 
the historic photo collection and online in 
the digitized newspapers.   We hope to 
continue our family research on future trips.  
It seems that many of the residents of Olpe, 
Kansas, pop. 500, are related somehow to 
Jack, including the mayor. 
 
I began my genealogy research in Nov. 
2010 and was quickly hooked.    I had 
thought that with so little information on my 
ancestors that any search would be very 
limited.    I couldn’t have been more wrong.  
I have my tree on Ancestry.com, and do 
most of my research on 
www.familysearch.org  and 
www.findagrave.com.    I enjoy emailing 
with “cousins” whom I’ve met online and 
have learned a lot about how to research 
from seeing what they have gathered.  
Marjorie Clinton encouraged me to join 
MGS and I have enjoyed the speakers and 
the camaraderie of the group.  I know 
several members through Hiwan 
Homestead Museum and Evergreen Parks 
and Recreation Hiking Group.   
 

http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.findagrave.com/
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Mountain Genealogists Minutes                      
January 12, 2012 

 

 Randi Marcos called the meeting to order 
at 7:05 p.m. 

 As the icebreaker, Randi asked the 
members which states they were currently  
researching and which state or states they 
feel they may need help with.  Secretary 
Bob Jennings took records so that we could 
use the information for the club meeting in 
May concerning Brick walls. 

 Nanci Markusson gave the program report 
for February through May.  See the 
Newsletter for the upcoming speakers. 

 The minutes from last month’s meeting 
were not read. 

 Kathy Krieger gave the financial report and 
indicated that the club had a balance of 
$814.49.  Kathy collected yearly dues, then 
passed around an envelope for the NARA 
Sterns Fund.  The donations will go toward 
researching the War of 1812.  Kathy also 
accepted donations for the Faye Hess 
Memorial Fund. 

 Ruth Hardman stated that the Newsletter 
was still looking for a club member to turn 
in a biography to be published. 

 Randi mentioned that the club is looking 
for a member to replace Kathy Krieger as 
the Hospitality chairperson. 

 Randi mentioned that a flier for the NGS 
meeting in May would be on the table near 
the door. 

 CCGS is still looking for volunteers to help 
with indexing the 1885 state census. 

 Randi thanked Peggy Durham and Nanci 
Markusson for this evening’s treats. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Bob Jennings, Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mountain Genealogists Minutes  

                    February 9, 2012 
 

 President Amy Norton opened the 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. and introduced 
the evening’s guests. 

 The icebreaker dealt with each 
member’s ancestral religious history. 

 Nanci Markusson gave the program 
report for March through May.  See the 
Newsletter for upcoming speakers. 

 Secretary Bob Jennings read the 
minutes from the January 12th meeting. 

 Randi indicated that there were several 
meetings being held by 5th Saturday 
Genealogy as well as the Annual CGS 
Genealogy Seminar on 17 March, 2012.   
The Colorado chapter of Palatines to 
America also will hold meetings on April 
28, 2012.  Handouts are on the back 
table. 

 Randi also passed around the treat list 
for upcoming meetings for members. 

 Kathy Krieger read the Treasurer’s 
Report and indicated that the club has a 
current balance of $1271.49 and 28 
family members with paid dues.  She is 
also currently accepting dues payments 
before each meeting. 

 Ruth read the Newsletter report and 
said that it would be out the first part of 
March. 

 Ruth also indicated that she is still 
looking for help to work on the census 
report. 

 Special thanks to Sylvia Robertson for 
volunteering for the hospitality 
chairman position. 

 The Faye Hess Memorial has $75.00 
donated by members which the club 
will match from its funds. 

 Thanks to Marge Clinton and Pam Saba 
for tonight’s treats. 

 FFF will be held on February 24, 2012 in 
the church from 9:30 a.m. until noon. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,Bob Jennings, Secretary
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