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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00-9:00 PM                
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: e-mail at  
dr.norton@coanimals.com 
 
2011 MGS Officers 
President:                                Amy Norton   
Program Chair:                   Marjorie Clinton  
Treasurer:                              Kathy Krieger  
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

 
Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 
Nov 10: Linda Graff & Linda Mohrmann  
Dec 11: Christmas Party 
 

MGS Speakers 
 

                    With Previews by Nancy Markusson 

November 10, 2011 

„Show and Tell‟ – This is an opportunity for 
members to share a special momento or 
heirloom or just tell us an interesting 
genealogically related story.  Plan on about 
3 minutes each.  
 

December 11, 2011 

Christmas Party –details not available as 
yet, but it will involve food and gift 

exchange!  

 

   

 

Thursday January 12, 2012 

English Newspapers Online for Genealogists  

presented by Wendel Cox from the Denver 

Public Library. 

                 ----------------------------- 

 

Future plans include talks on the Denver 
Public Library & its Western History and 
Genealogy Collections.  Also a talk entitled 
„The Power of Family Legends‟ by Cari 

Taplin is under pursuit by Marge. 

 

Friday Family  Finders 
 
The next get together will be on November 
25  Get your problems together and come 
with questions and answers.  Bring along a 
few Thanksgiving leftovers! 
 

Federation of Genealogical Societies 
Conference Summary 

By Randi Marcos 

 
On September 7 – 10, 2011, I attended the 
FGS conference, in Springfield, Illinois.  
Many of my ancestors immigrated to Illinois 
in the mid 1800‟s.  There were many 
workshop sessions for Midwest 
researchers.  This was my first national 
conference so I don‟t know if this is typical.  
 
The cost for registration was $200.00 for 4 
days.  The sessions started at 8 am and 
ended at 6 pm.  Each session lasted 60 
minutes.    The speakers were all seasoned 
professionals and excellent presenters.  No 
meals or refreshments were included in the 
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registration fee.  Workshop luncheons were 
available at an additional cost.  There were 
several social activities throughout the 
conference. 
   
Tracks included information for: Beginners, 
Strategies and Techniques, Professional 
Genealogists, Technology, Family Search, 
Military Ancestors, and In the Heartland 
(Midwest research).  Ancestry.com also 
represented several sessions.  I attended 
several very informative Irish Research 
talks. 
 
Many of the sessions were taped so you 
could buy a CD of a presentation if you 
were unable to attend.  I did not see any 
sessions that were repeated. 
 
The Exhibition area had 90 exhibitors with  
Lots of freebies.   
 
There are two national genealogy 
conferences each year.  FGS and National 
Genealogical Society – NGS.  The next 
NGS conference is May 9-12, 2012 in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  The theme is “The Ohio 
River – Gateway to the Western Frontier.”    
The next FGS conference is August 29-
September 1, 2012 in Birmingham, 
Alabama.  “Indians, Squatters, Settlers and 
Soldiers” Both have excellent websites for 
additional information. 

 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS,  PROJECTS  
Research Classes Online  
We publish again, the following list of 
classes provided online by the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah and 
other sponsors. 
 
Learn the basic methods and key 
resources to start your family history. 
    England Beginning Research  
    Germany Research  
    Ireland Research  
    Italy Research  
    New Zealand Research  
    Poland Research  

    Reading Handwritten records  

              www.familysearch.org 

Family History Centers 

The Family History Centers are branch 
facilities of the Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City.  Centers provide access to most 
of the microfilms and microfiche in the 
Family History Library to help patrons 
identify their ancestors.  Everyone is 
welcome to come to the centers and use 
Family History Center resources including 
free access to Ancestry.com..Call before 
going to get the hours they are open. 
 
Golden Colorado Family History Center 
610 Coors Street – Lakewood CO 80215 – 
303-233-6304 
 
Lakewood Colorado Family History Center 
6465 West Jewell – Lakewood CO 80232 – 
303-935-3003 
 
Littleton Family History Center 
1939 E Easter Ave – Littleton CO 80122 – 
303-798-6461 
 

Recommended Website 

Eastman's Online Genealogy newsletter 

www.eogn.com.  There is a free version that is 

very instructive and provides great insight into 

developments in the world of genealogy.  I have 

never looked at the plus version which you have 

to pay for.  I'm sure it goes into more detail, 

GOOD TO KNOW: SEARCHING 
FOR BIRTH DETAILS 

 By Ancestry monthly newsletter 04 November 2011 

 

Ever try to find a birth record? It’s usually a pretty 

straight-forward process, provided you already 

know most of the information that you’re going to 

find on that birth record.    But for those of us who 

are still hoping to learn those details, getting that 

birth record can be a little bit trickier.   

To help you find that birth record a little faster 

and/or more efficiently, we created this Good to 
Know list. And whether the birth record is one of 

the 50 million+ vital records we launched in October 
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or a certificate you order from a government 

agency, our list will still provide you with the details 

you’ll want to know before you start your search.   
First things first – you may not need to know every 
detail about your ancestor to find his or her birth 
record.   In fact, a search using just the name or 
maybe with a birthplace could land you exactly on 
the record you wanted to find.   But that same 
simple search may also turn up hundreds of good 
matches – whether your ancestor‟s name was 
common or not.   So knowing a bit more about your 
ancestor can help you craft a more effective search 
right from the start.   And, as a bonus, it may also 
provide you with birth records for siblings, parents, 
children and more.  

Birth name of child Be certain of correct 
spelling and middle names if possible. 
Parents’ names  Where to look: Census 

records created closest to the time of the child‟s 
birth. 

Place of birth Where to look: Census records, 

draft cards, immigration records, death certificates, 
obituaries.   Also check: Birthplaces of siblings, 
which could be the same birthplace of children 
missing from the census; marriage location for 
parents if researching the oldest child 

Places Lived in  Where to look: Census 

records, city directories, yearbooks 
 Use the map or the card catalog to see exactly 
what‟s available 
Also check:   After selecting a collection to search, 
review the description to see what is and isn‟t 
included in it. That way you‟ll know if finding the 
birth record you‟re seeking is even a possibility. 
These simple preparatory steps could save a lot of 
time. 

 
President’s Corner March 2011 
   

 As the holiday season approaches, I was 
thinking about how each country has its 
own traditions.  These have then evolved 
into American traditions, as our ancestors 
came to this country.  We think of 
Thanksgiving as uniquely American, and 
yet hundreds of years ago many cultures 
held thanksgiving celebrations for 
successful harvests.  This is how our 
holiday originated.  Though most of us are 
no longer farmers, we continue the tradition 
as a way to get together with family and 
friends and give thanks for those people 
and events that we have in our lives. 
 

December 25th was originally a pagan 
holiday.  It was a celebration to honor the 
sun.  This marked the end of one year and 
the beginning of the next.  The Christians, 
not knowing Christ’s true birthday, decided 
it was a good time of year to celebrate it.  In 
celebration, the Egyptians, Greeks and 
Romans made wreaths and garlands from 
pine bows.  Trees are decorated in multiple 
ways from different countries.   
 
Santa Claus has evolved over the years 
also.  In some countries, he gets cookies 
and milk.  In Mexico, Santa brings gifts on 
Dec. 25th, then the children leave water 
and straw for the camels of the three 
Kings.  In Bolivia and Iceland, gifts are left 
in children’s shoes.  In Australia, it is 
summer, so Santa gets lemonade.  Advent 
calendars are used to give German 
children hidden surprises from Dec. 1 to the 
24th. Japanese children receive their gifts 
under a tree, as in America. 
 
When I was a child, a series of books was 
published about Santa Mouse.  He was a 
mouse who Santa found, I believe, out in 
the snow.  He went on rounds with Santa.  
When Santa put gifts under the tree, he 
would leave small mouse sized gifts in the 
tree.  My parents would put three small gifts 
in the tree, one for my brother, sister and 
me.  We would have to search for out gifts 
from Santa Mouse.  I must admit, I was 
very disappointed when Santa Mouse 
stopped coming to our house.  I believed in 
Santa Mouse longer than Santa Claus! 
 
There is then the various food traditions 
that we all have.  The Polish have a meal 
that has 12 dishes on Christmas Eve.  This 
represents the 12 months of the year. They 
have fish, soup, sauerkraut, dumplings and 
more. 
 
Of course, there is the Christian side of 
Christmas that many people forget about 
unfortunately.  The celebration of Christ’s 
birth.  Many churches have services on 
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Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to 
observe this joyous event. 
 
I was wondering what traditions your 
families had, either from your ancestral 
countries or a personal one that your family 
had created.  Something to think about as 
the season approaches. 
 
Coming back to Thanksgiving, I would like 
to thank each of you for being a member of 
Mountain Genealogist Society.  You bring 
new ideas, individual and unique 
perspectives that make this a special 
group.  I look forward to working with you 
again in the coming year. 

   
                 Amy Norton 

 

Featured Member  

 
OUR GENEALOGY PURSUITS 

Chuck and Shirley Olson 
 

We are both natives of Colorado and have 
lived and raised five sons in the Indian 
Hills, Evergreen area, since 1960.  Both of 
our families were early residents of 
Colorado. Shirley being from the of fifth 
generation of pioneers at Swallows, Pueblo 
County, Colorado Territory and Chuck 
being from the fourth generation of 
pioneers at Denver, Arapahoe County, 
Colorado. 
 
The direct, relative, surnames of our early 
Colorado families, including maiden names, 
are: Barron, Blane, Corey, Dawson, 
Gallagher, Loux, Olson, Richie, Williams 
and Witzel. 
 
Renewal of a dormant interest in 
genealogy, occurred at a stop in Stratford, 
Ontario, in 2008, to follow up on the 
research by Chuck‟s uncle, regarding the 
backgrounds of Barron, Blane and Dawson. 
Frustration came faster than learning, 
when, even with the power of the Internet, 
Chuck‟s efforts added little to his uncle‟s 
information.  A relapse into genealogy 

dormancy was prevented, though, when a 
1854 newspaper article identified Chuck‟s 
GG Grandfather as a fatality in an Ontario, 
train wreck and then, the family, that 
followed him from Ireland, was found in 
Iowa. 
 
Chuck does the Internet searching, enters 
the data and just recently began adding 
pictures, into the Reunion software. Shirley 
corrects his misdirected family associations 
and knows where the family pictures are. 
 
In Denver we search out any remaining 
landmarks associated with Chuck‟s families 
and their activities as blacksmith, wheel-
right, teamster, rigger, meat cutter and 
grocer. 
 
Shirley‟s family histories take us to more 
scattered locations in Colorado, including 
ghost towns, where they were active as 
homesteaders, ranchers, farmers and 
miners. These locations vary from the well 
known, Pueblo, Canon City, Meeker and 
Cripple Creek; the less known Howard, 
Collbran and Cotopaxi; to the vacant sites 
of Swallows, Upper Beaver, Ashcroft, Oro 
City and Nesterville. 
 
We needed to expand our genealogy travel 
plans to learn more about our Colorado 
families, with additional surnames, at their 
pre-Colorado, settlements. A trip to the 
Genealogy Library in Salt Lake, helped 
prepare us for that adventure.  We 
determined that it would take two RV trips 
to visit the known, settlement locations. 
One trip to the SE States and another to 
the Midwest. 
 
Last Spring, we took the first of those two 
trips, concentrating on the settlements of 
Ritchie, Dickerson, Dillard and Caldwell, in 
Georgia, North and South Carolina, and the 
settlements of Corey and Reynolds in West 
Virginia.  Of course, we could not resist 
taking in the historical sites of Virginia. 
Coordination with the graduation of our 
grand daughter from the College of St. 
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Benedict in Minnesota, eliminated any 
settlements in Pennsylvania from the trip, 
but that took us back through Kansas to 
look into an Olson settlement. Throughout 
the trip, we encountered relatives, and 
visited libraries, welcome centers, 
courthouses and cemeteries. 
 
Shirley completed a fine set of notebooks 
with the itinerary, mementos and pictures of 
the trip. However, most of the collected, 
record copies, notes and references, 
remain in the trip file, waiting for some sort 
of organizational inspiration. 

 

 Mountain Genealogists Minutes  
October 13, 2011 

 
President Amy Norton opened the meeting at 7 
p.m.  Because of the length of the speaker’s 
presentation, no ice breaker was given. 
 
Program Report:  Marge Clinton said that the 
November meeting will be a “Show and Tell” 
meeting.  Each member given three minutes to 
do their presentation on either a special 
momento or person in their family history.  
December’s Christmas Party will be held on 
Sunday, December 11th. 
 
Bob Jennings read the minutes for the 
September meeting. 
 
Kathy Krieger read the treasurer’s report 
indicating that the club treasury had a balance 
of $749. 27.  MGS has a total of 41 family 
members. 
 
Kathy also started to take donations for the 
NARA Stern fund.  The donations help with the 
funding of digitalizing records. 
 
Woody thanked club members for their cards 
and thoughts with regard to the death of their 
grandson. 
 
Woody stated that the newsletter already has 
a member’s biography for the next edition, but 

wants others to please send them in to him 
and Ruth for future newsletters. 
 
The Nominating Committee, Jane Holton and 
Michael Stills, will be calling people with regard 
to filling club offices that will be open to 
elections.  He stated that Kathy Krieger has 
filled in the last year of Amy Norton’s term as 
treasurer since Amy had been elected 
President.  She would also be willing to do a 
two-year term as well.  Nanci Markusson 
stated that she would be willing to take on the 
vice president’s position for one year. 
 
Mike donated the book “Ancestors and 
Relatives” by Eviatar Zerubavel to the club.  It 
discusses the use of DNA in searching for 
ancestors. 
 
Amy thanked Randi and Sylvia for tonight’s 
treats. 
 
FFF will be on October 28th from 9:30 a.m. – 12 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Jennings, Secretary 

 
 

MGS Board Minutes 
October 31, 2011 

 

Programs: Nancy Markusson told the board 
that Wendel Cox from the Denver Public 
Library will speak at the January, 2012 
meeting about utilizing English newspapers 
online. 
 
In February Jeremy Garber will speak on 
the history of religion from the 
Reformation.  Jeremy is a graduate student 
from the Iliff School of Theology. 
 
March will be a working meeting along with 
the October meeting to help members with 
brick walls and other needs. 
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The April meeting will host Marene Baker 
from the National Archives who will discuss 
the 1940 Census. 
 
In June, James Jeffries indicated he 
probably could speak to the club about 
what is available for genealogy research at 
the Denver Public Library. 

 
Secretary Bob Jennings read the minutes 
from the April 21, 2011 
 
Kathy Krieger gave the Treasurer’s report 
and stated that the club has a balance of 
$749.27.  The club has allocated $350.00 
for speakers for 2012.  Amy suggested that 
she be contacted if any speaker would 
want more than $50.  The Cemetery Project 
had $100.00 set aside for funding.   Also, 
$100 was allocated for the IGER Fund which 
pays for classes on Genealogy to a 
deserving person.     Randi  believes that we 
should find out specifically how the money 
is used before allocating funds. 

 
Ruth Hardman indicated that work on the 
newsletter will start soon and will be sent 
out to members at the end of this week. 

 
CCGS Delegate:  Randi indicated she would 
go, providing she was here at the time. 
 
Ruth indicated that the new members have 
been given their New Member Packets. 
 
The club website is now findable on the 

internetwww.rootsweb.com/~comgs . 
Michael Stills has worked hard in getting it 
up and going.  It can also be accessed 
through the CCGS website. 
 
The Surname/County Project will begin 
next year. 
 
1885 Census Project:  Ruth indicated they 
are making great progress.  She has 
completed 16,000 names and the project is 
up to La Plata County. 
 
Cemetery Project:  While most of the 
footwork has to be done during the 
summer months, it was concluded that 

those involved will need to have a project 
meeting to discuss problems and planning.  
GPS usage needs to be discussed. 
 
The WEBINAR on FGS: Randi indicated that 
they recently presented “How to Grow 
Your Society”. 
 
Faye Hess Memorial:  Bob Jennings stated 
that he would check with Mariko Wilcox at 
the Evergreen Library about a possible 
“wish list” for their genealogy section.  The 
board discussed asking for donations as 
well as using club funds. 

 
The Dues will not change for the next year 
 
The renewal form should indicate that a 
hospitality person will be needed for 
meetings and  members could choose to be 
nominated for that position. 
 
The Newsletter will announce that the 
Christmas Party will be held on December 
11, 2011. 
 
Club elections will be held on November 
10, 2011. 
 
Amy indicated that Michael Stills has 
expertise the club can use as shown by his 
recent  work on the webpage....... 
 
The board discussed the possibility of using 
small groups to help each with brick walls and 
other problems.  It was brought up by several 
board members that we should concentrate a 
little bit more on members’ genealogical 
pursuits, especially for new members.  The 
meetings in March and October have 
tentatively been scheduled for this purpose. 

 
Randi indicated that the NARA Sternberg 
donation should go to their War of 1812 
Records project. 
 
Ruth volunteered to call the 4 of the newest 
members and  Nancy will call one to ask about 
what they were working on and  what they 
might need to help with their research. 

 
                Respectfully Submitted,   
                Bob Jennings 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~comgs
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Geneal ogy thoughts & Humor  
 
Will Rogers, who died in a 1935 plane crash, 
was one of the greatest political sages this 
country has ever known 
 
Here are a couple of quotes from the master 
that we can apply to Genealogical research: 
 
If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging. 
 
When you are dissatisfied and would like to go 
back to youth, think of Algebra 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


