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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00-9:00 PM                
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information:  e-mail at  
dr.norton@coanimals.com 
 
2011 MGS Officers 
President:                                Amy Norton   
Program Chair:                   Marjorie Clinton  
Treasurer:                              Kathy Krieger  
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

 
Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 
May 12: 
June 14: 
 

MGS Speakers 
                     With Previews by Nancy Markusson 

 
 Our April meeting featured Wallace Carroll. He 

presented a well organized talk on FamilySearch 

and what is new and coming in the future.   

Hopefully, someone in the club has been able to use 

this information in making a breakthrough in your 

research.  Let us know of any ideas that you have 

acted on and what success you have had. 

 

Following is the complete listing of talks and 

activities for the remainder of 2011. 

 

May 12, 2011 

       ‘Beginning German 

Genealogical Research’- 

 Research techniques and 

 tips for finding your 

German ancestors 

          Tim Ostwald   

 
German Genealogical Research will be 

presented by Tim Ostwald at our genealogy 
meeting in May.     Tim is probably the most 
knowledgeable person in our area about German 
research.  This is a must meeting for anyone 
thinking about German genealogy research.  The 
methods he uses while doing German research can 
easily be incorporated into research in other 
geographical regions.    

          Tim was born and raised in the San Juan 

Basin of southwestern Colorado.  His 

grandparents were German immigrants.  He 

attended the University of Colorado in Boulder, 

receiving a BS Degree in Engineering Physics 

in 1951 and a masters degree in Physics in 

1960.  Tim retired in 1989 after a career in 

aerospace engineering. 

         Tim has been a family genealogist for 35 

years.   He first became interested in his 

family’s history when he was a teenager.  He 

grew up on a farm without electricity and the 

family’s entertainment was to sit and tell 

stories.   In fact, Tim wrote a paper on spinning 

yarns.    As his grandparents got older (They 

lived on the farm next to his father’s farm.) he 

wanted to know more about where they came 

from.   He studied the German language and 

realized that his family had retained many 

German habits.   His mother’s ancestors were 

Germans that had settled in Pennsylvania.                  

 While he was in college he wrote his 

first letter to Poland to try to find out about his 

ancestors.  He first visited Eastern Europe in 
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1975 and since then has made several trips to 

Germany and Poland, while tracing his own 

family heritage and accompanying others to 

help with their research. 

             Tim has conducted seminars and 

written several articles on basic and 

intermediate German genealogical research, 

reading German script, Pennsylvania research, 

researching passenger lists, calendars and 

genealogical dating and genealogical writing.  

For the past twenty years he has performed 

translations and helped dozens of other 

researchers in the Denver area with their 

German genealogical research problems.  Every 

year, at each of the two Palatines to America 

seminars, Tim does an hour forum in which he 

answers members’ questions turned into him a 

head of time.  He researches these questions in 

depth and his answers give a direction to other 

members with their research.  

                 Mr. Ostwald was formerly president 

of the Colorado Chapter of Palatines to 

America and received the National Society of 

PALAM Citation Award in 1996.  He is the 

author of the German “Research Help” column 

published in the Colorado Newsletter.  All of 

these columns have been collected and are now 

available on a CD. 

             
           Nanci's review of the book 

 
Our Daily Bread:  German Village 

Life, 1500-1850 
By Teva J Scheer 

Reviewed by Nanci Markusson 
 

When you have been doing genealogical 
research on an ancestor have you ever wondered 
what his life was like?  In the United States there 
are many books about our early settlers and what 
life was like for them.  However if your ancestor 
was in Germany there seems to be a dearth of 
information.  When confronted with this problem 
author Teva J Scheer researched and wrote a book 
about life in Germany.  Our Daily Bread: German 
Village Life, 1500 – 1850 covers all aspects of how 
people lived in Germany.  Her emphasis is on 
Southern Germany in the 1800s but she notes the 
differences you find earlier and in Northern 
Germany.  Teva uses a fictitious family and town on 

the Nectar River to follow through generations but 
that doesn’t mean this book hasn’t been 
researched.  She has extensive notes and a 
bibliography at the end of the book.  Having a 
character to follow makes the history come alive. 

She begins by describing the village which is 
a typical village in southern Germany.  Here she 
also explains some of the differences between life in 
southern Germany and northern Germany.  The 
status of the people, whether peasant, burger or 
lord, and the relationship between them is covered.  
She discusses how wars disrupted villager life and 
put a strain on the food supply.  

 Her chapter on religion begins way back 
with Martin Luther and the Reformation and 
follows its spread through the Holy Roman Empire.  
Her explanations show why one area might be 
Catholic and another Evangelisch (followers of 
Martin Luther) and still another Calvinist.  I felt this 
chapter was the best.   
 The villagers pretty much governed their 
village.  The prince, lord or abbot who owned the 
village was only interested in collecting his taxes 
although many controlled village regulations and 
the appointment of village officials.  The village 
organization was called a Gemeinde.   The 
community power required the citizens to adhere to 
a strict standard of behavior or they risked 
ostracism.  Thus, village residents survived by 
sacrificing individual liberties to pursue the 
collective interests of the community.  There was a 
class hierarchy so the system was not egalitarian.  
The Gemeinde decided what was farmed on their 
pieces of land, who could practice a trade in their 
village, who could be a citizen, and who could 
marry among other things.  To keep law and order 
the villages had a court, gericht, with the most 
esteemed men being members.  They usually held 
court three times a year and each citizen of the 
village could use this time to report any misdoings.  
Sometimes the village women would take justice 
into their own hands and humiliate the guilty party. 
 Marriages had to be approved by the 
Gemeinde.  The couple did not arrange their own 
marriage but did have a say in it.  What the bride 
and groom each brought into the marriage was 
important.  The marriage contracts contained 
detailed inventories of the possessions of the bride 
and groom.  In southern Germany they used the 
partible system of inheritance.  In this system the 
parents’ property was equally divided between all 
the children. The impartible system, in which one 
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heir alone inherited a family’s property, was used in 
northern Germany.  When families had many 
children and the land was divided among them all, 
it was hard for the children and their families to 
have enough land to feed themselves.  
 Scheer explains the roles and 
responsibilities of each member of the household.  
The man was expected to control his wife.  The 
appearance of the family members’ relationship to 
each other in the villagers eyes was deemed 
important.  Bad behavior could bring censure in the 
village.  Full-time farming was most village men’s 
highest ambition, however, few men had enough 
land to do this.  The family supplemented their 
income by hiring out in construction, as a servant, 
or having a part time job in one of the guilds such, 
as coopering.  Other occupations in the village are 
discussed but that of farming is covered extensively 
as to what the crops were and how they used the 
three–crop rotation system.  Their lives were driven 
by the village year.  It was rigid and guided when 
you had certain holidays, planted, and harvested. 
 She ends the book with a chapter on 
emigration.  After reading to this point in the 
book you realize why so many emigrated to the 
new world.  The scarcity of land left many men 
with no other option.  Teva covers from which 
port they tended to embark, where they were 
headed in America and what the ship and 
passage was like. 
               This book is easy reading and 
interesting, giving the reader a full 
understanding of what life was like in Germany, 
especially in the 1800s. 

 

   

June 9. 2011 

 ‘The Power of Family 

Legends: How I am Related to Roy 

Rogers!’                     

 Combine census records and 

family legends in your ancestor 

search 

  Cari Taplin 

 

Following is Nanci Markussen's 

preview of this talk. 

  
 

How many of us have become 
interested in genealogy after hearing a family 
story   Whether it be that we are related to 
Jesse James the outlaw or Thomas Jefferson?  
Our speaker for May,  Cari Taplin, became 
interested in family lore after hearing stories 
when she was young.  Her grandparents told 
her she was related to Roy Rogers.  Her 
presentation discusses family legends and 
takes us through a brief outline of the life of 
Roy Rogers.  Through census research she 
illustrates her family legend of being related to 
him.  She will also show a short documentary 
to demonstrate the importance of family 
legends. 

 
Cari is Vice President of the Boulder 
Genealogical Society and the webmaster 
and recording secretary for the Colorado 
Council for Genealogical Societies 
(Council).  She has been working on her 
genealogy since 2000 but has always been 
interested in family lore since hearing 
stories from her grandparents in her 
childhood.  She is a native of Wood 
County, Ohio but moved to Wyoming in 
1988.  When she is not working on her 
genealogy, she is also a full-time 
chiropractic assistant, artist and mother of 
two young children.    

 

July/August 

   Summer break –  

     picnic in August  
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September 8, 2011 

 ‘Alien Registration 

Records’ – they contain a wealth 

of personal  information when 

researching immigrant ancestors. 

   Julie Miller   

October 13, 2011 

 ‘Anne Evans – A Pioneer in 

Colorado’s Cultural History’ – a 

new  book from a well-known 

Evergreen writer 

   Barbara Sternberg 

November 10, 2011 

 ‘Show and Tell’ – Bring an 

interesting memento passed from 

your  ancestors and tell the 

story behind it – and how it has 

helped in  your research 

December 

         Christmas Party – 

 

Friday Family  Finders:   these fun and 

informative work sessions are held on the 
4th Friday  each month from  9:30 to noon 
at the Church of the Hills, Evergreen.  If 
you are inclined and have the time please 
come to these informal sessions.  Bring 
with you a problem and/or an interest to 
help someone else with a genealogical 
research problem. 
 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS,  PROJECTS  
 

Research Classes Online  
We publish again, the following list of 
classes provided online by the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah and 
other sponsors. 
 
Learn the basic methods and key 
resources to start your family history. 
    England Beginning Research  
    Germany Research  
    Ireland Research  
    Italy Research  
    New Zealand Research  
    Poland Research  
    Reading Handwritten records  

              www.familysearch.org 

Follow-up on prior meeting 

presentations: 

 We, the Hardman's, have continued our 
pursuit of updating our old slides to digital 
images.  Ruth has been very busy 
organizing the new files into folders and 
she can now easily pull up a powerpoint 
presentation of all slides related to a given 
family line.  The next step will be to use the 
text overlay feature in Powerpoint  to 
highlight names of deceased family 
members who are becoming questionable 
to identify.    This past week we visited our 
families in Utah and with just her laptop in 
tow, she made several presentations to her 
extended family and to mine.    Each was 
so excited, they want their own files on CD.  
That will be our next step.  Meanwhile the 
project continues to expand and 
organization, long overdue, is in progress. 
 
How about it?  Has anyone else had any 
experiences they would like to share on this 
subject or any other presentations we have 
had at our meetings.  That is the purpose of 
this section in our Newsletter.   

 
MGS May Library Show Case  -                              
 
              “Mothers Day” 
 
                 by Dale Devine 
In the last Newsletter, we announced the 
Mother's Day showcase display at the 
Jefferson County Library.  Many members 
responded and Dale and her team have the 
display up.  Be sure to stop by and check it 
out.   Many thanks for this superb effort.  
The community should certainly receive 
much joy in this display 

 
 
President’s Corner March 2011 
      
                       Amy Norton 

 
The Mountain Genealogists Society has 
lost one it's our oldest and dearest 
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members.  Fay Hess passed away April  , 
2011. at age 93.   She was probably one of 
the original founding members of the Club. 
She certainly was loved and will be missed 
by all.  Faye was instrumental in the work 
on the first obituary project completed by 
the club a few years back and helped with 
the recently  completed project. Her 
memory will always be recollected 
whenever the obituary project on file in the 
library is looked at.   Her crowning 
achievement was the completion of an 
enormous quilt which she had donated to 
Mt. Evans Hospice.  The story of this and 
the life of this great woman and her life was 
chronicled with a nice picture in the Canyon 
Courier on April 6, 2010, less than a month 
before her death.  We send our warmest 
condolences to Susan and the other family 
members.  We can only hope that each of 
us can leave this life with a record of life 
that even comes close to that of Faye 
Hess. 
 

          Featured Member  
 
                Linda Mohrmann 
 
I was born in Milwaukee Wisconsin and 
moved to the suburb of Hales Corners 
when I was 4 years old.  My parents built 
their house and my older sister and I 
helped carry building materials and were 
the “gofers” for the project.  It was a real 
family project as the aunts and uncles all 
helped, as did my parents, when they built 
their houses.  We had great times together 
with work, play, and big potluck meals.  In 
the intervening years, 2 more sisters joined 
the family. My dad still lives in the house, 
when he isn’t wintering in Sun City, AZ. 
 
After college, I worked as a registered 
nurse for 19 years.  I moved to Hawaii a 
year after graduation, and 2 years later, I 
moved to Reno Nevada.  I joined the ski 
club and met Paul.   When we became 
engaged, we teased my mom that we were 
going to be married in a Wedding Chapel 

by an Elvis impersonator!.    In 1993, we 
moved to Sacramento, California so that I 
could go back to school for a career 
change.    I received my master’s degree in 
Speech/Language Pathology and worked 
as a school based therapist.    Five years 
ago we moved to Evergreen and fulfilled 
my lifetime dream of living in the 
mountains. 
 
Although I have been researching my 
family for only 2 years, family history has 
always been a part of my life.   My dad’s 
mom regaled us with stories about her 
childhood and my ancestors.   My dad and 
uncles are also great story tellers and we 
learned a lot about family, the times in 
which they grew up, and a history of 
Milwaukee and surrounding areas.  
 
Ten years ago, an aunt cleaned out her 
attic and found a bag of letters written 
between my great grandmother and her 
mother. The letters were divided between 
my sisters, my cousins, and me.   Those 
letters sparked my sister Jenny to begin the 
family research which I took up when she 
had become too busy with her family to do 
much digging.    She gave me a great start 
and I have enjoyed contributing my “finds” 
to the growing story of our family.    
 
Last summer, through Ancestry.com, I 
became acquainted with a “cousin” (our 
great-great grandfathers were brothers) 
who lives in Basalt, CO.    She shared her 
family tree and some documents with me 
and I shared information and pictures she 
didn’t have.    I find it fascinating to find new 
information and connections to people I 
never knew existed. 
 
Linda Mohrmann 
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MGS Board Minutes 
April 21, 2011 

Evergreen Public Library 
 

 Programs:  Marge Clinton completed the 
scheduled speaker list for this year and 
discussed it with the board. 

 Secretary Bob Jennings read the minutes 
for the January 6, 2011 Board Meeting. 

 Treasurer Kathy Krieger read the financial 
report showing a balance of $1043.97 and 
37 family members in the society.  Marge 
Clinton added that the total needed for the 
speakers for this year is $285.00. 

 In Old Business Ruth Hardman stated that 
the Obituary Project is completely done.  
Wanda Schneider will continue to update 
recent obituaries until the end of the year. 

 Board member year-end reports and job 
descriptions should all be done and turned 
in to Amy or in the notebooks of each 
board member. 

 Amy is looking for delegates for the 
upcoming CCGS meetings.  The upcoming 
dates are as follows:  July 9, 2011 (probably 
in Evergreen).  October 8, 2011, January 14, 
2012 and April 14, 2012.  Current gas prices 
have made it difficult to plan on attending 
meetings that would be great distances 
from Evergreen. 

 Amy will call Society members to find 
people to be on the nominating committee. 

 The library display will be set up and ready 
for viewing on May 1st and will be taken 
down by May 29th. 

 Amy asked that Ruth and Marge meet 
concerning the new member packets and 
come up with a plan of action before the 
next club meeting in May. 

 The society brochure needs to be updated. 

 The MGS website is up and can be found 
online.  It still needs to be linked to the 
CCGS website through Roots web. 

 The surname/county project is on hold until 
next fall. 

 Randi Marcos stated that five club 
members were currently helping with the 
1885 Census Project who, along with other 
genealogy club members throughout the 
state, were working to complete the 
project for CCGS. 

 The board discussed the upcoming 
Cemetery Project and the consensus was 
that it will take at least six months to 
finalize what cemeteries we can work with, 
identify and try to contact those who might 
have records for them and to organize and 
approach to these tasks.  Bob and Randi 
will meet on May 10th to work on these 
problems. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Jennings, Secretary 

           

Mountain Genealogists Society 
 

Genealogy Humor 

 

Town & County Trivia 

         Towns with Unusual Names 

Alabama: Burnt Corn, Intercourse, Muck City  

Alaska: Chicken, Deadhorse, Unalaska  

Arizona: Boneyard, Carefree, Goobertown,     

 Nothing: Why  

Arkansas: Experiment, Okay, Toad Suck  

California:  Cool, Dunmovin, Frying Pan, Hells 

 Kitchen, Secret Town  

Colorado: Last Chance, No Name, Tin Cup  

Georgia: Between, Hopeulikit, Jinks  

Kentucky: Bug, Busy, Monkey's Eyebrow,          

 Oddville, Ordinary  

Missouri: Enough, Fairdealing, Tightwad, 

 Useful  

North Carolina: Lizard Lick, Speed, Tick Bite, 

 Whynot  

Oklahoma: Happy Land, Nowhere, Okay  

Oregon: Boring, Half.com, Idiotville, Zig Zag  

Pennsylvania: Corner Store, Fear Not, Panic  

Tennessee: Defeated, Difficult, Life, Nameless, 

 Only  

Texas: Black Jack, Cut n' Shoot, Ding Dong, 

 Hoop and Holler 

 
 

 

 

             Completed and published May 4, 2011 

                     By Woody Hardman –co editor 
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Mountain Genealogists Society – 2011 
Membership (March 15, 2011) 
Berzsenyi, George & Kay 

9742 Whitecliff Place 

Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 

303-683-3089 

Kberz@msn.com 

George_berzsenyi@msn.com 

Bishop, Pat – greeter 

PO Box 2096 

Evergreen, CO 80437-2096 

303-670-1465 

patb24@earthlink.net 

Brown, Patricia Stanton- special 

projects 

3811 Sage Circle 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-3855 

patriciabrown@speedtrail.net 

Clinton, Mike & Marjorie – vice 

president; in charge of programs 

27360 Overlook Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-0110 

marjorieclinton@mac.com 

Coombs, Garth – setup library display 

2648 S. Cypress Point Lane 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-7472 

Garth1ur@aol.com 

Courtney, Susan 

27687 Whirlaway Trail 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-3269 

courtev@evcohs.com 

Devine, Dale – library display 

7026 S. Blue Creek Road 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-2682 

Dsdevine@ecentral.com 

Dickhoff, Ed & Mary – genie gems 

29709 Sue Road 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-1918 

edickhoff@evcohs.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Durham, Peggy 

29309 Buchanan Dr. 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-8648 

peggy.durham@comcast.net 

Eldridge, Bill 

1933 Interlocken Dr. 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-679-3357 

mac020whe@me.com 

Gerteis, Bob & Ann 

28806 Clover Lane 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-5970 

RLGerteis@comcast.net 

Hardman, Ruth & Woody – 

newsletter editors 

29537 Buffalo Park Road 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-6353 

rjhardman@comcast.net 

ehardman@comcast.net 

Hess, Faye – phone tree 

4881 S. Forest Hill Road 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-3458 

faye.hess@mac.com 

Hoffman, Dale 

11514 Silver Fox Lane 

Conifer, CO 80433 

303-697-8253 

Goombahmubs@q.com 

Holton, Jane - greeter 

29378 Posy Lane 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-378-1593 

jholton1949@msn.com 

Jennings, Bob - secretary 

PO Box 3938 

Evergreen, CO 80437 

303-674-5913 

mbjennings674@aol.com 

Krieger, Mike & Kathy - Treasurer 

160 Hummingbird Court 

Bailey, CO 80421 

303-838-8122 

humbm@wispertel.net 

humbk@wispertel.net 
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Kurtz, Robert & Sheryl - special 

projects 

6944 Fargo Trail 

Littleton, CO 80125 

303-973-3469 

rwkurtz@q.com 

sakurtz@q.com 

Lambert, Jean – phone tree 

9789 Fallen Rock Road 

Conifer, CO 80433 

303-838-5771 

jlambert@wispertel.net 

Lundy, Jim & Joann Evans 

6875 S. Elati St. 

Littleton, CO 80120 

JLEvans53@gmail.com 

Marcos, Randi 

7113 Pinewood Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-679-6797 

randirose8@aol.com 

Markusson, Nanci & Dennis – 

programs 

7544 Native Dancer Tr. 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-0764 

Nmarkusson@earthlink.net 

Merrill, Grant & Marion 

32709 Inverness Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439-8845 

303-674-5275 

Grantcmerrill@cs.com 

Miller, Mary 

7441 S. Homesteader Drive 

Morrison, CO 80465 

303-697-8246 

Marym2353@yahoo.com 

Mohrmann, Paul & Linda 

32876 Saint Moritz Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-8142 

mohrmann_l@q.com 

Norton, Amy – President 

PO Box 1266 

Evergreen, CO 80437 

303-674-2243 

dr.norton@coanimals.com 

 

 

 

Olson, Chuck & Shirley 

29624 Thimbleberry Ln. 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-3537 

olsonart@mail.com 

Robertson, Bob & Sylvia 

3276 S. Hiwan Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439-8926 

303-674-1715 

sylbob1@msn.com 

Robertson, Ed & Jean – special 

projects 

11711 S. Maxwell Hill Rd 

Littleton, CO 80127 

303-697-6915 

edandjean814@hughes.net 

Saba, Pam – special projects 

PO Box 466 

Pine, CO 80470 

303-816-5575 

pamsaba@juno.com 

Sear, Harriet 

28459 Fireweed Dr. 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-4146 

HarrietSear@frii.com 

Schneider, Wanda L.– name tags 

30247 Isenberg Lane 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-4957 

wandasch13@gmail.com 

Schwein, Shirley 

29795 Woods Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-4523 

sschwein@4dv.net 

Stills, Michael 

29927 Appaloosa Dr. 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-670-1781 

mykellee@gmail.com 

Timmons II, Myron E. 

P.O. Box 1089 

Conifer, CO 80433 

303-838-7642 

myron.timmons@gmail.com 

Work, Ed 

5798 High Drive 

Evergreen, CO 80439 

303-674-7919 eawork@msn.com 
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