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Mountain Genealogists Society 
Meetings: 2nd Thurs. 7:00-9:00 PM                
Meeting Place: Church of the Hills 
Evergreen, Colorado 
Information: 303-674-2243 or e-mail at  
dr.norton@coanimals.com 
 
2011 MGS Officers 
President:                                Amy Norton   
Program Chair:                   Marjorie Clinton  
Treasurer:                              Kathy Krieger  
Co-Editors:           Woody & Ruth Hardman 
Secretary:                                 Bob Jennings 
 

 
Treat Schedule (Mmmm) 

 
March 10: Ruth Hardman, Peggy Durham 
April 14: Mary Miller, Amy Norton 
 

MGS Speakers 
                     With Previews by Nancy Markusson 

 

 Mar 10, 2011: 

‘Bring the History into Your Family History’ 
Learn to look beyond your ancestor’s 
statistics and to think like a historian. 
Mona Lambrecht 
 
           When looking for information on your family 

you have to put them into a location, either town or 

county.  Our March speaker, Mona Lambrecht, will 

address that.  She will bring depth to your family 

history by exploring broader historical research 

techniques and thinking like an historian.  Learn 

how to look beyond your ancestor’s basic statistics 

and examine what local history, social history, 

gender roles, and artifacts have to offer.  Mona is 

dedicated to inspiring people about the history that 

surrounds them every day whether it is 

rediscovering their town or their own family.  She 

will focus on placing individuals and families into 

the historical context of their communities.   She will 

present short case studies and show how you can 

enrich your family history by placing your ancestors 

into an historical context. 

Mona does genealogical research for others 

in Colorado and in particular the Boulder area.  

Personally she has researched her family in 

Germany and her husband’s family in New 

England.  She grew up in Boulder. 

 Mona earned her masters degree in Public 

History at Boston’s Northeastern University and 

currently works at the University of Colorado’s 

Heritage Center.  She specializes in researching 

history at the local level.  In addition to her museum 

work, she is a co-founder of Roots Publishing 

Workshops and presents a series of classes teaching 

family historians the self-publishing process. 

 

April 14, 2011: 

‘What is new at familysearch.org and your 
local Family History Center’  Wallace Carroll 

                     

 Learn how technology is being harnessed to 

enhance your ancestral search.  After searching the 

census data bases the next stop is FamilySearch.  

What is New at FamilySearch.org and at your local 

Family History Center will be the topic of Wallace 

Carroll’s talk at our April meeting.  FamilySearch 

is the largest genealogy organization in the world.  

For over 100 years, it has been gathering, 

preserving, and sharing genealogical records.  

Wallace is the Director of the Littleton Colorado 

Family History Center, with an all-volunteer staff of 

40+ people.  With a computer and a genealogical 

research background he enjoys helping others learn 

how to research their ancestors.  
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 Wallace first became interested in 

genealogy when he was 10.  A brother showed him a 

picture pedigree chart that went back to his second 

great grandparents.  He is doing research in 

Missouri and Denmark.  One of his most recent 

genealogical finds involved a brother of an ancestor 

in Missouri.  A Virginia lady emailed with 

information that the brother was in an Iowa census 

and the parents lived next door.  After some 

sleuthing around, he found a five year old boy living 

with his grandparents.  He said he never would have 

found this information without the input of the 

Virginia lady. 

      Wallace grew up in Salt Lake City.  He and 

his wife have ten children and 26 grandchildren. 

 Using Family Search, patrons may freely 

access resources and service online at 

FamilySearch.org, or through over 4,500 family 

history centers in 70 countries. There are 10 family 

history centers in the Denver metro area.   

 

Future plans include talks on the Denver 
Public Library & its Western History and 
Genealogy Collections.  Also a talk entitled 
‘The Power of Family Legends’ by Cari 

Taplin is under pursuit by Marge. 

 

Friday Family  Finders:   these fun and 
informative work sessions are held on the 
4th Friday  each month from  9:30 to noon 
at the Church of the Hills, Evergreen.  If 
you are inclined and have the time please 
come to these informal sessions.  Bring 
with you a problem and/or an interest to 
help someone else with a genealogical 
research problem. 
 
Update on Other clubs meetings that 
may be of interest:  
If anyone was able to attend the WISE 
meeting on Jan 22, 2011 or the RootsTech 
2011, please provide us with a short 
review.  These two meetings/conferences I 
am certain provided a lot of material of 
interest to our club members. 

Columbine Intermediate Classes – begin 
March 17 & 18, Thursday evening, 6-8:30 
p.m.,OR Friday morning, 9:30 a.m.-Noon, 
at Bemis Public Library, Littleton. 
Columbine Genealogical & Historical 
Society is offering this intermediate level 

course on Mastering Genealogical 
Research: Specialty Topics. Classes are 
scheduled in the large conference room 
downstairs at Bemis Public Library. 
Classes will meet on Thursday evenings 
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. and again on Friday 
mornings from 9:30 to 12 noon for five 
consecutive weeks. These are duplicate 
classes so you have a choice of registering 
for either daytime or evening classes as 
follows: 
 
March 17or18: Expanded Census Research 
(population and non-population schedules 
and state census) 
March 24or25: Emigration, Immigration and 
Naturalization 
March 31or April 1: Land and Property 
Records (both public and private) 
April 7or 8: Courthouse Records (includes 
wills, probates, estates, guardianship, 
administrative, tax, etc.) 
April 14or15: Military Records (emphasis on 
Revolutionary War, Civil War, WWI and 
WWII) 
These classes will be taught by 
knowledgeable and experienced guest 
instructors and will include lecture and 
examples or case studies. The registration 
fee for the series of five classes is $40.00 
to cover materials and instructor expenses. 
 
To register for either session, call Barb 
Walker at 303-752-2152 or send her an e-
mail at barbwalker1014@aol.com. Be 
prepared to give her your name, e-mail and 
phone number. Please plan to register 
before March 1, to allow sufficient time for 
class preparations. The class fee is due 
before the start of class and should be 
mailed to Columbine Genealogical & 
Historical Society, P. O. Box 2074, 
Centennial, Colorado 80161. Although this 
newsletter announcement postdates the 
registration date, it may be worth calling.  
Also, Marge said it may require joining the 
Columbine Club for $15 per year. 
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GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS,  PROJECTS  
Research Classes Online  
We publish again, the following list of 
classes provided online by the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah and 
other sponsors. 
 
Learn the basic methods and key 
resources to start your family history. 
    England Beginning Research  
    Germany Research  
    Ireland Research  
    Italy Research  
    New Zealand Research  
    Poland Research  
    Reading Handwritten records  

              www.familysearch.org 

Recommended fun Website 
http://ma-bonne-
vie.blogspot.com/2011/02/family-trees-
while-you-wait.html   (While many 
recommended web sites lead directly into 
your pocketbook, this will provide you with 
an absolutely delightful 15 minutes of 
reading and it is absolutely free). 

Follow-up on prior meeting 

presentations: 

 We now introduce a new feature in the 
MGS Newsletter.   
 
 The presentations at our meetings 
hopefully should be more than just 
entertaining.  The presenters have taken 
considerable care to prepare for and to 
present material to illustrate a particular 
strategy or approach which has proven 
beneficial to them in their genealogical 
research.  While everyone will not be in 
need of the particular topic in a given 
meeting, someone will benefit very much 
from it.  We would like to publish feedback 
on the application of and/or further 
experiences which club members may 
have with the materials & ideas presented.   
 
 

Example: 
As a starter, I can report that the 
Hardman’s found the last club meeting 
presentation on converting slides to digital 
medium informative, simple, and timely.  
We have enjoyed very much the time spent 
together, with Ruth sorting our large 
collection of slides and projecting them one  
at a time onto our “whiteboard” and myself 
focusing the slide projection and taking new 
digital photographs of each slide.  It has 
provided a wonderful opportunity to review 
each slide as to where it was taken and 
who each person is (or was) in the picture.  
Also, as illustrated in the presentation at 
the meeting, with PhotoShop or similar 
software, the slides can be cropped and 
enhanced and organized into folders for 
future use.   We have completed several 
hundred slides already and have several 
hundred more to go and the quality is 
impressive. We have not taken the step of 
going to DVD yet, but once the files are 
complete and organized we will do that. 
 
 The amazing thought that keeps 
reverberating in our minds is just how 
simple, straightforward and obvious this 
solution is to a problem we all have.  
Already, we have had fun assembling a 
“Who is this?” page for a family event at a 
planned family get together in March.   We 
are so impressed with the look alikes 
between generations that we decided to 
share this fun by printing up a rogue’s 
gallery montage. We will be having each 
family member take a guess at naming 
each person on the montage.   Also, Ruth 
has been able to organize all of the “slides” 
in this new format such that the new 
“individual files” can be easily accessed 
and shared via eMail attachments with 
friends, associates, and other family 
members with absolutely no costs involved. 
 
 
Even if nothing more than just a continuing 
interest impresses you, let us know also.   
This form of feedback will help our program 
chairperson with planning for future 
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presentations.  This should also provide a 
new medium for helping each other. 

 

Also: remember the webpage reference on 
Irish Research provided by Pat Bishop:  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/proni 

Someone check it out and give us a report. 

 
MGS May Library Show Case  -                              
 
              “Mothers Day” 
                 by Dale Devine 
Put on your thinking caps. We hope you 
can contribute to this theme. As of now we 
are planning the showcase to include: 
  
*a brief history of Mothers 
Day 
*Title: Pay Tribute to your mother by 
researching her family line 
*brief written descriptions of things 
 learned through research and how these 
facts were found 
*interesting or colorful artifacts to 
accompany descriptions 
 *info about MGS 
 The more sources we can demonstrate as 
having been helpful, the better 
 
Example 
I have a large photograph of my 
grandmother as a child. Description would 
go something like this: Edna Louise Forbes 
grew up wearing the Forbes tartan and 
proud of her Scottish heritage but she knew 
little of the family history. On 
familysearch.org I discovered The 
Descendents of Deacon Daniel Forbes. On 
findagrave.com, I located the cemetery 
where Daniel is buried and downloaded a 
photo of the grave of Daniel and wife Janett 
   
Perhaps I’ll display her portrait, a sample 
of the Forbes tartan, the picture of the 
tombstone  and a Scottish doll 
  
The more different means  of doing 
research we can illustrate, the better. And 

eye  catching  artifacts will attract 
attention. It would be great if someone had 
something as spectacular as what we had 
had in our last showcase: Remember 
Dan's Union Army uniform and Garth's Civil 
war souveniers.  The staff at Hiwan 
Homestead Museum is willing to loan us 
ethnic dolls and manikins if we need them. 

 
 
President’s Corner March 2011 
      
                       Amy Norton 

 
In November of 2010, I went to the 
Colorado Chapter of the Association of 
Professional Genealogists.  The meeting 
was about certification.  I was told 
certification requires a fairly large time 
commitment and you had better like to 
write!  They recommended forming a study 
group to keep you motivated and to be able 
to help each other.  Education is the most 
important aspect.  To begin, they 
recommended reading beginning 
genealogy books. 
 
There are a number of classes around the 
country and available on line.  Highly 
recommended was the National 
Genealogical Society home study course.  
Information can be found at 
www.ngsgenealogy.org.    Family Search 
also has free classes on line at 
www.familysearch.org under the heading 
“Learn”.  The University of Toronto has a 
huge program on line through the National 
Institute for Genealogical Studies at 
www.genealogicalstudies.com.  There is a 
program at Boston University, both on line 
and at the school. 
 
Local seminars and national conferences of 
the national genealogical groups are highly 
recommended also.  You can get a lot of 
information at these lectures.  Frequently 
they have nationally known speakers.  Also 
they sometimes have workshops for 
certification.  
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There are many other institutes that are 
affordable, for example, in Salt Lake City, 
Stamford (Alabama), and the National 
Archives (this one is on federal records 
only). 
 
Once you have taken courses and feel you 
are ready, the work really begins.  The 
application consists of case studies and 
proof arguments, a description of your 
education and research experience among 
other things.  I have a list of books that are 
recommended for the library of aspiring 
genealogists. 
 
I was amazed by the work involved and 
now really respect those who are certified.  
Most of us just want to find our relatives 
and help out friends.  So lets help each 
other out and find those sneaky, hiding 
kinsfolk! 
 
 

Featured Member  
 
        Patricia Stanton Brown 
 
I started doing family tree research in 1990.  
I first spoke with my mother and my great 
uncle Charlie to get an idea of “what was 
known” about our family.  (Some of it was 
not exactly accurate.) 
       My mother’s mother had lived in 
Chester, New York and my great aunt still 
lived in that same house.  Her family was 
English and Irish.  My great great 
grandfather looked like a band member for 
ZZ Top with a long beard.  He was an 
onion farmer from Ireland.  My mother’s 
father was from Italy and came to the US 
as a teenager.  On my father’s side, 
everyone came from the local area within 
50 miles of our present location and hadn’t 
moved far in 200 years. I discovered that 
my Godmother was married to a second 
cousin.  I had never known we were 
related. 
       I grew up in a small town in New York 
about 35 minutes northwest of Manhattan, 

an hour south of Chester and 20 minutes 
from where my father’s family lived in 
Mount Ivy and Haverstraw.  There were 
farms and orchards when I was growing up.  
Now it is all suburbia and housing 
developments.  The 3 acre scrub field 
behind my house where we played 
baseball (right field was the sticker 
bushes)and climbed the chestnut tree and 
the old half burnt cherry tree and caught 
fireflies is now a 10 house subdivision.   
        Twenty one years ago nothing was 
computerized and I had to go to the County 
Clerk’s office to access the census records.  
The great thing about New York State is 
that they did a census on the five year mark 
so there were federal censuses for the 
decades and more information for the ½ 
decade.  I was able to get a good start 
while I was home on vacation that year 
before I went back to Los Angeles.  I slowly 
worked my way back in the family tree.  
There were times when I realized weeks 
later that the person I was looking for was 
next door to a relative already found on a 
census.  Good thing I made copies of 
everything.   (Too bad that now I think I 
don’t have to and can always access the 
information again online.) 
       In Los Angeles, I found The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
genealogical library and was in heaven.  
They had information on computer.  I found 
Samantha Hazen and was able to contact a  
woman in Arizona with an entire book of 
Hazens.  Most recently in my job as a legal 
document reviewer,  I found an email from 
another Hazen who had most of the family 
tree but not my line descended through 
Samantha in the 1840’s. 
      The next time I went back to NY, my 
mother and I visited Great Aunt Evelyn and 
she had a letter from someone who had 
done a lot of family tree research already.   
The letter connected me to the American 
Revolution and Claudius Smith. My aunt 
told me about having a horse thief in our 
family.  Well, imagine my surprise when at 
my first meeting of the Mountain 
Genealogical Society— the ice breaker was 
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“Black Sheep you have discovered”.  Garth 
Coombs talked about a horse thief in his 
wife’s family named Claudius Smith.  
Another treasure trove in the discovery of 
things and people long buried! Garth even 
had a copy of the arrest warrant and a 
news article about his hanging. 
       Also at the LDS library in Los Angeles, 
I ordered microfilm of records in Italy.  I was 
able to trace back to the 1790’s the family 
of my Italian grandfather.  In 2006, I took 
my mother back to the town in Calabria 
where her father was born.  I wrote a letter, 
poorly in Italian, to everyone in the internet 
phone book with the same last name as my 
grandfather.  Three weeks later, I received 
an email from my mother’s first cousin, 
Guiseppe Tarantino aka Pino, the same 
name as my great grandfather.  My great 
uncle had remarried the year my 
grandfather died (1959) and had 3 children 
none of us knew about.  We met them and 
stayed at my Great Aunt Nina’s home 
(she’s 5 years younger than my mother) 
and also a cousin more distantly related.  I 
have regular internet exchanges with my 
cousins and I plan on taking my children 
there this summer.   
       When we first visited we found the 
answer to one perplexing question.  My 
great grandfather was illegitimate.  Who 
was his father?  My great aunt knew—it 
was the village priest in the next town 
where my great great grandmother was his 
housekeeper.   
         We also found out that my family is 
originally of Albanian descent and moved to 
Italy to escape the Turks in the 14th 
century.  My aunt and cousins still speak 
Albanian or Aberesh as the dialect is 
called.  Did I mention we were related to 
almost the entire town? 
        On my father’s side, I am mostly 
Dutch and English;  Conklins and Stantons 
with long histories.  The problem I have 
encountered, and now my brother who has 
caught the bug and rechecks all my 
reasearch, is finding the connections 
between the American Revolution and 
1830 when the censuses only named 

heads of households.  My great great 
grandfather was James Harvey Stanton 
born in New York sometime between 1841 
and 1844.  Who were his parents?  Also 
the census says he was married 3 times 
and he did not serve in the Civil War.  
We’re also missing three generations of 
Conklins at the same time.  
       We all have war stories in the trenches 
of family research…my more present 
biographical information is that I am an 
attorney.  I see Allison Jennings in Court 
sometimes in Denver.  I have 2 boys, with 
family names as middle names.  Unlike my 
ancestors, I have lived in New York, Dallas, 
Rome, London,  Los Angeles and best of 
all in Evergreen, Colorado for the last 9 
years. 

 
 
 Obituary Project Update 

 
              Woody Hardman- editor  
 
   Sorry to keep hammering on this matter and 

while there is no need to review all of the 
details again, we want to publish for the 
record, a summary with the final number of 
obituaries which were extracted and which 
survived all of the quality control editing.   
The final numbers are: 

 
    Canyon Courier: 1747 obituaries from 1995 

through the end of 2010 and ( this includes 
7 obituaries from the predecessor to the 
Canyon Courier). 

     High Timber Times: 1416 obituaries from 
1998 through Dec 2010.   

   
          Final indexes have been carefully 

checked against the bituary books we 
provided to the Jefferson County Library in 
Evergreen.   

 
           In summary, for each of the two 

newspapers, the library has been provided 
with a separate master index book 
organized alphabetcally.  A separate sub 
index is also filed within each of the final 



  7 

subset obituary books for those 
researchers who already know the 
approximate year of death.  Both of these 
indexes include only the basic information 
necessary to find the actual extracted 
obituaries in the main obituary books.  The 
obituary books contain the entirety of the  
individual extracted information sheets with 
a picture copy of the obituary (one 
composite sheet for each obituary).                                        

             A CD with two EXCEL files will 
contain all of the details of each obituary 
where each obituary has been transposed 
into a row.  In this format, it is possible to 
sort on the individual parameters.   There 
will be two files on the CD; one sorted 
alphabetically and the second sorted 
chronologically.  Between the index books 
and these detail EXCEL files, everything 
we extracted will be easily accessible to 
researchers and the Library staff will be 
able to provide information to patrons as 
needed.  

 
     We extend our appreciation to all members 

of the club who participated in any way; to 
the staff at the Canyon Courier for their 
cooperation in giving us essentially open 
access to their inventory of past issues of 
their papers; and to the staff at the 
Jefferson County Library for their 
assistance in the compilation of the final 
product. 

 
Publication on RootsWeb 

 
       We have discussed the desire to 
publish our obituary work project on the 
internet.  After establishing contact with 
RootsWeb.org, that effort has now 
progressed to the point that a revised 
version of each of the master Excel files 
has been prepared containing information 
for only:  the Name, Age, Place of death, 
Newspaper, and Publication date, and a 
Tagname. Preparation of this file required 
concatenation of the three name fields in 
our index files into one field according to 
RootsWeb’s requirements and saving this 

final file in the format required by 
RootsWeb.   
 
      Any contact or inquiry via the internet 
through RootsWeb will lead a researcher 
who is seeking more information to the 
individual identified as the Tagname.  That 
individual will provide the researcher with 
instructions to the books in the library, or 
provide the information from the Excel file 
as appropriate.  As much as possible we 
hope this will not be a high maintenance 
responsibility.  Initially Ruth Hardman will 
be this contact person. 
 
Finally, there is much very interesting 
information available from a study of the 
collective information which we have 
assembled in this project.  I would hope 
that there is sufficient interest to have a 
presentation of this analysis of the project 
at a club meeting when we have a gap in 
the speaker schedule. 

           

Mountain Genealogy Society 
 

Minutes for Feb 10, 2011 
 

Amy opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with 
the “Ice Breaker Question”  Do you have 
any ancestors from the British Isles? 
Members each discussed whether or not 
they have ancestry from Great Britain.  
About 75% or those responding have limey 
blood lines. 

 
Marge gave an update of upcoming 
programs.  Mona Lambrecht will speak at 
the March 10th Meeting. 

 
March  1st at 10:15 am at Denver Public 
Library, the German Genealogy Society will 
have a very special program.   Teva 
Scheer, author of two books:  "Governor 
Lady" and "Our Daily Bread: German 
Village Life 1500-1850", will be the guest 
speaker.  She will talk about everyday life 
in Germany.  And she will be bringing a 
limited supply of her book "Our Daily 
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Bread" that she will sell at a discounted 
price of $15.00 - cash only.  

 
The Columbine Genealogical and Historical 
Society will hold Intermediate classes on 
mastering genealogical research on March 
17, Thursday evening, 6-8:30 p.m.,or 
Friday morning, 9:30 a.m.-Noon, at Bemis 
Public Library, Littleton. 

 
Ruth Hardman read the minutes from      
the January  meeting  
 
Kathy reported a balance of $885.45 as of 
Feb 10th 2011.  There are 26 paid       
members/families. 
 
Woody is still working on the final Index for 
the Obituary Project.  Almost done!.       
 GGSC meetings are the 1st Tuesday of 
each the month. 
  
 Amy handed out the revised By Laws to 
the membership, 
            
Respectfully submitted 
           Ruth Hardman (for absent secretary 
Bob Jennings) 
 
 

Last minute addition received from: 
Paletines to America, Colorado Chapter 
 
Germanic Researchers: 
  

On Sat, April 16, 2011, the Colorado 
Chapter of Palatines to America will hold its 
Spring Seminar at the Holiday Inn Central, 
4849 Bannock Street, Denver, CO 
80216.  Call 303-292-9200 for more details.   
This seminar features Mr. F. Warren Bittner 
of Salt Lake City, Utah who works full-time 
in genealogical research, lecturing, 
consulting, and writing.  He is the Assistant 
Director of the Salt Lake Institute of 
Genealogy. 

 

 

 

 

Genealogy Humor (blame Jean Lambert for 
this pair)  
 
 

In a Ribbesford, England, cemetery: 
Anna Wallace 

The children of  Israel wanted bread,  
and the Lord sent them manna.  
Clark Wallace wanted a wife,  
And the Devil sent him Anna. 

============================
In a Ruidoso, New Mexico, cemetery: 

Here lies  
Johnny Yeast 

Pardon him for not rising. 
 

 

 

 

             Completed and published March 7, 2011 

                     By Woody Hardman –co editor 
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